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lbme A nrice is noght soteine. 
Which ia o( gold the Capiteine; 
Bot of bir Court an sondri wise 
Alter the Scole o( hire aprise 
Sche ~tb ol Sernntz DWlJOD, 

IVberof tbot Covoilise is <>n ; 
Which goth the brge world oboute, 
To secbe aha\"AntAges oute, 
Wher th•t he moi the profit winne 
To A v:lrice, ond bringth it inne. 
Thac one hdld nnd thot other dmwetll, 
"!her is no d•y which hem bedoweth, 
No mor <he Sonne than <he Mone, 
W~n thcr is eny ching to done, 
And mmu::ly with Covoitise; 
For he atllnl out of al assisse 
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Wher he pourposetb bim to fate 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Upon his lucre and his beyete, 
The smale path, the JJ.rge Strete, •9!1• 
The furlong and the Ionge Mlle, 
AI is bot on for lhillte while: 
And for that be is such on holde, 
Dame A ...nee bin> h:lth wlthholde, 
As be "hieh is the prindpo.l 
ou.,.,.W, for be is o'·eral 
A pourveour nnd nn aspie. 
For r!bt ns of an bungri Pie 
The storve bestes ben onited, 
llibt 10 OS CoYOiUse afaited 
To loke wheze be nui pou~ee, 
For be his wllle be wolde embr>te 
AI that this wyde world beelippeth ; 
Bot evert be 10mwbat overhippetb, 
Th:lt he ne mai nogbt oJ fulAlle 
The lustes of his gredi wiUe. 
Bot when: it folleth in • lond, 
That Covoitise in mybti bond 
Is set, it is ful hard to fiede; 
For thanne be tol<th non other biede, •••• 
Bot that he mai pourcbaCe and gete, 
His conscience h:lth oJ forye~, 
And not what thing it mai amonte 
Th:lt he IChal afterward acompte. 
Bote as the Luee in bis degre 
or tho thot lasse ben tb•n he 
The fisshes griedeli devoureth, P. U, 195 
So that no water hem socoureth, 
Rihl so no bwe nui resc:owe 
Fro him that wol no riht ollowe ; •••• 
For wile that such on is of mybt, 
H is wm sehal stonde in otede of n'h~ 
Thus be the men destruid fulofte, 
Til that the grete god olorte 
A)-en 10 gret a CO•'Oitise 
Redtuce it in his oghne wise : 

'9-P while) Kite AM 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

And in eno:~mple of aile tho 
1 Iinde a tnle write so 0 

Tbe which, for it is good to licrc; 
Efiao.rterward thou scb:&lt it hiere. 

Wban Rome stod in noble plit, 
V'ugile, whiCh was tho p>~fil, 
A .Mirour mode of his clergio 
Al'\d sc-lle iL in the toune:a yc 
or marbre on • piler withoute; 
That thei be thr!tty Mile nboute 
lie d:tie and ek :&!so be nyhte 
In that Mirour beholde m)•hte 
Here enemys, if eny were, 
\Vith a.J hen; ordimmce there, 
Which thai nyein the Cite eotote : 
So lhnt, whil thilke Mirour lost<, 
Tbet ns no lond which mih~ achie<e 
\\'itb •ore Rome fono grieve ; 
Wbc:of wu gret envie tho. 
And fell that ilke time 10, 
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liK'po.nitex~p1ulft 
con1n m•cnatct cu· 
ptdo•. Et narr~o1 de 
Crateo R:om.nnonun 
lmpt'ntoR. qul H•r .. 
rita-, iA qu:a ipMUlulll 

v.,_.tii "Rome """' 
cu .. ta-at., doiGe& dr
rvllnK'IlUR cvrfd•tatr 
ct.~eni l ; vnde non 

JO,.o .alum ,,,d lp$1UI per• 
dlclortdn, set tCK"Iua 
Cluh11li• fntullel'•blle 
dampaum C'Ofltln1cr~ nuuuh .. 

That Rome bndde werres &tronge 
Ayein Cartage, nnd stoden Ionge 
The t.uo Cites upon delxlt. 

P. IJ. 196 

Carta&• aih the strooge llSIAt 
Of Rome in tbillte Mirour otonde 
And thoghte :&1 pri•'ely to ronde ' 
To overthrowe it be som wylc. 
And Hnnybol wos tbilke while 
Th~ Prince nod leckre of Carcoge, 
Wh•ch hadde set :&1 his coroge 
Upon kn1hthod in such a wose, 
That be be worlhi and be wise 
And be non othre wu c.on~e:iled 
Wberof the world is yit men·eiled 
or the rltltiUries that he WtOj!llle 

Upon the marches "'hichc he soghte. 
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CONfESSIO AMANTIS 

And fell in thilke time abo, 
The king of l'uile, which ,. .. tho, 
Thoghte a)'eln Rome to rebell<, 
And thuo wu t>kc tb<: qucrele, 
Hou to desuuic thiJ Mirour. 

Of Rome tho wu Emperour 
Crusus, which wu so co•·eitOIIS, 
Tb:u he was evere desirous ni-o 

or gold to gete the pibge i 
Wherof tlut Pu1le and ek Clrtl.ge 
With Philooophreo wise and grete 
Begunne of this matiere uete, 
And ate bste in this degre 
Ther weren PhOooophres thre, 
·ro do this thing whiche undertoke, P. ii. 197 
And therupcn thei with hem toke 
A grot tresor of gold in copbres, 
•ro Rome ond thus these pbililophrn •.SO 

'rogedre- in complinic wente, 
Bot nom:.n wistc whAt thei mente. 
\Vh:Ln thei to Rome come were, 
So prively thei duelte there, 
Ar. thei thot thoshten to deceive : 
Was non thnt mihtc or hem perceive. 
Til thci in eondri ttedes have 
Here gold under the ground begrave 
In tuo tre~oro, that to behold• 
'l'hel schold&n seme ns thci were olde. •090 
And so forth thannc upon n day 
AI openly in good oral 
To tbcntperour thei hell' presente, 
And toldon it wu here entente 
To ducllen under his scr••isc. 
And he hem axeth In what wiJC i 
And thei him tolde in such • pUt, 
That ceh of hem haddc o spirit, 
The which slepc:ndc o nybt appiereth 
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And hem be sondri dremes lereth 
After the world thtlt h•th betid. 
Under the ground if oght be hid 

.J1QO (T.uE or Vutou .. $ 
)hu.ott.] 

or old tresor " eny throwe, 
They schull it in here swevenrs kno .. ·e; 
And upon thio condieioun, 
Thei sein, "h•t gold under the toun 
or Rome is hid, thei ..-ole it finde, P. li. 198 
Ther sc:holdo noght be left behinde, 
n.: so that he the hal•endel 
Hem gnmle, and he usentrth we1 ; H •o 
And thus cam sleighte fono duelle 
With Co•'OitiJC, u I thee tclle. 
This Emperour bod redily 
That the! be logged fute by 
Wbere he his oghne body b)• ; 
And wh3n it wu amonre <by, 
That on of hom Jeith thot he motte 
Wber be o goldhord Jeholde fette : 
Wheror this Empc:rour wu glad, 
And therupon :tnon he bad 1uo 
His )lynours forto go nnd myne, 
.\nd he himself of thot covine 
Goth forth withnl, ond at his hond 
The tresor redi there he fond, 
Where •• thel Ride it M:holde be ; 
And who wn• thnnne glad bot hd 

Upon thnt other d•i secounde 
Thei have an other goldhard founde, 
Which tho sceondc mailler tok 
Upon his swcvene nnd undertok. .1130 

And thus the sothc experience 
To thempc:rour yof such etedenco, 
That a! his trlst •nd ol his fehh 
So slkerliche on hem he Ieith, 
or that be fond him 10 rtlic•·ed, 
Tbot thei ben porfitll belleved, 
As thosh the! were goddes thre. P.ll. 199 
Nou herkne the soutilete. 
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Tbe tbridde maiotc< sebolde mete, 
Which, as tbci se:iden, w;u unmetc ,. ,.o 
Above hem olle, and coutbe o\W ; 
And be withoute noise or boot 
AI pri•eli, 10 as be 'II'Oidc, 
Upon lbe monre his ,.evene tolde 
To themperour ribt in his Ere, 
And seidc him tb>t be wistc where 
A trC!!Or """ so plentivous 
or gold ond ek so precious 
or jeucall and of riebe stones, 
That unto aile bise bors 11 on<s 11$0 

II were a durge sufficant. 
This lord upon this covenant 
WM glad, and ueth where It was. 
Tbe maioter seide, under the glal; 
And toldc him eke, .. for the Myn 
He wolde ocdeigne such engin, 
That tbei the work ICbuU underseue 
With Tymber, that withoute Jette 
Men mai the tresor pufti delve, 
So thM the Mirow be hhnselve u6o 
Withoutc cmpci.rement sebal ston_de: 
And this the m:Uster upon bond<: 
Rath undertake in alle wele. 
This lord, which lwldc his wit awcie 
And wu with Co•·oitisc blcnt, 
Anon therto yaf his went; 
And thus they n>yne forth withal, P. il. aoo 
The timber set up overa~ 
Wberof the Pi1er stod upriht ; 
Til it befell upon a nyht "'" 
Tbeoe clerkeo, whan tbci were war 
B ou that the timber only bar 
The Pifer, wher the Mlrour stod,
Hcte aleihte noman undcntod,
Thei go be nyhte unto the Myne 

••so antol It ro 
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With picb, with soulphre and with rosine, 
And whon the Cite w:u o slope, 
A wylde fyr Into the depo 
They caste among the timberwerk, 
And so rorth, wbil the nyht """ derk, 
Desguised in B povcre arai 
Tbei puseden the toun er dol. 
And whBn thel come upon Bn bel~ 
Thel alll<ln how the Mirour (ell, 
\\'hero( tbei mnden joie yno"h, 
And ech of hem with other lowh, 
And selden, • l.o, what eo•-citise 
Mai do with hem that be noght wise ! ' 
And that wos pro•·ed allenr:trd, 
!lor every lond, 10 Rome•·:>.rd 
Which hodde be soubglt 10fore, 
IVh>n this Mlrour was so lorlore 
And thea the wonder herde sei~ 
Anon bcgunne desobeie 

With """'"" upon e.·ery side; 

.... 

J H)O 

And thu. hath Rome lost his pride 
And wos defouled over:d. P. II. • oa 
For tbi! I fonde or Hanybol, 
~~ he of Romeins in a d.1i, 
Wban be hem fond out of anoi, 
So grct a multitude slowb, 
That of goldringes, •·bicbe be drowh 
or ~nul bandes th:>.t oen dede, 
BW.shelle5 folie thre, 1 r~'<le. 
He relde, and nude a bregge also, 
Tlut be mihte over Tibre go 
Upon the corp~ ~ dede were 
Of the Rometns, wh!ebe be alowh there. 

Bot now to speke of the juise, 
The ~·hich nner tbe covoitise 
\Vas tnke upon this Emp<:rour, 
For he destnaide the Mlrour ; 

.... 
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[TAt.e or Vnteu.•• 
MtUOR.] 

{COvunu.l 
Confessor. 

CONF£SSIO AMANTIS 

It is a wonder fO<to h~ 
The Rome:in-.s m;1.den a chllitre 
And sette here Em1>erour lherinnc_, 
ADd seiden, for he ..-olde wlnne 
or gold the sup<rftuite, 
or gold he scboldc su~b plente 
Receh·e, hi he seide l:lo: 
And with gold, "·hicb thci hadden tho ,,. 
Buillende hot withinne n pnnne, 
Into hi• ~fouth thei poure tbllnne. 
And thus the thurst of gold ,.. .. , queynt, 
With gold which hadde ben attcignt. 

\Vheror, mi Sone, thou miht hiere, 
Whan Covoitise h>th lost the stiere 
Of reson:tble govornance, P . ii. 202 

Tber f>lloth ofle pet veng;~nee. 
For ther mai be no wone thing 
Th:m Co,'Oitise nboute a king: u3o 
H it in his persone be, 
It doth the more ndversite; 
And if It in his c:onseil 1tonde, 
lt bringth ald:ty mescbief to bonde 
or eommun h•rm ; """ if it growe 
\Vithinnc bis court, it wol be lrnowt, 
For thonne schol the ldng be pill!(). 
Tbe man which hath hise londes tiled, 
Awaiteth noght more rl!()ily 
Tbe llccvcst, thnn thei gredily u 4o 
Ne m•ken thanne "·arde •nd woeche, 
\\'her thei the profit mihten cacche : 
And yit fulofte it falleth ao, 
As men m!li sen among hem tho, 
That he which most co\·citeth fasle 
Hllth lell OVllntage 11te lute. 
For whan fortune is the~Uyein, 
·rhogh he aweite, it is in vein ; 
The happos be nOQht aile Iiebe, 
On is m:ld ~ere, an Other ntbe1 uso 
The court to some doth profi~ 

0206 lh<) hb XCD~ Ad 
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. \nd 10me ben C\'ere in o pin ; 
And r•t thei bothe •Iiebe 10re 

<.:oveite, bol fortune is more 
Unto that o part fAvorable. 

9 

[Covunu.J 

And thoch it be noght ref()•uble, 
This thmg a mtJn rmi sen alday, 
Wberof thot I thee telle mny 

P. ll 203 

A f:lir ensaruple in remembranee, 
Hou every m;m mol tolt~ his chance 
Or of richesse or or povertc. 
Hou 10 il MOnde or the deccrtr1 

Hier u nocbt e-.ry thing aqui~ 
For otlc ll m..1.n m.:ai se thl$ )'lt, 
Thot who best doth, lest thonk ·~hoi 
1t hclpetb noght the world 10 crave, 
Whkh out o( reule and of mesure 
I lath e\·ere stonde in anmturc 
Als wei In Court "' elles where : 
And hou in olde d:ties til= 
It stod, 10 .. the thinges rene, 
I thcnke • true forto telle. 

In ~ Croniquc this J rl!()c. 
.\boute a king, a.s mO!Iite ne<lc.-, 
Thc.r wos of knyht.,. nnd squlel'$ 
Cret route, and ek of Officers: 
Some o{ long time hi1o h>dden &en'ed, 
And thoghtcn that l11ci ha\c desen-ed 
A\•ancement1 and gon withoute; 
• \nd .some lllso ben of the route 
That eomen bot • ,..bile agon, 
And thei a\unced were anon. 
These olde men upon this thing, 

n6o 

l'f'AU: or TlfC 1'\1."0 
Cornat.] 

Ilk ponltConfC!S&Or 
exf.mplom contra iJ. 
lot, qui iD du1nibus 
H~patXnt~nt~.pro 
~o quod fptitctundu:m 
corum tupidlt.au:.m 
11romoti non exlnunt.. 

~J~ de ~.ib .cru•do 
Cli.WIIWS •• tol'\1 .. dt"-o 
f«IU hldts(fftc m.v,.. 
mUJ"W,nL 

So !IS thei dorste, oyein the kmg 
Among hemself complcignen one: 
.Bot ther is nothing aeid so sonc, 
'J1ut it ne comth out ate Wte ; P. II. 2<><! 
'I he king 11 wiste, ond ills .so f.ute, 
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A! be which ,..., of bib Prudence, 
u., scllop thcrfore M evidence "9• 
or hem thot pleignen in thot au, 
To kno•·e in wbos delillte it waL 

And :oJ withinne his aghne entente, 
11lat nonun wistc •hat it me.ntt, 
Anon be let tuo cofres moke 
or 0 semblance ond of 0 mako, 
So lich that no lif tbilke throwe 
That on moi fro thot other knowe : 
Thei were tnto biS chsmbre broght, 
Bot nom•n wot why thei be ...-oght, •JOO 
And nttheles the king bath bede 
That thei be set In prh-e stede. 
As he that wu of wisdom $llh, 
\Vh.lln he thc:r1o his time sih, 
Al pdvely, tl1:1t non it .. ·istt:, 
Rise aghne hondts th:u o k~ 
or lin gold •nd or fin pemc, 
The which out of his tresorie 
Was take, onon he felde full ; 
Th•t other corre or str.lw nnd mull •1 •• 
With Stones meind be felde also. 
Thus be the• fuUe bothe tuo, 
So tho:t erliche upon a doy 
He bod withinne, ther be Lly, 
Ther ..:holde be tofore his bed 
A bord upset ond faire spred ; 
And thonne he let the cofres feue, P. II . 205 
Upon the bord ond dedc bern sette. 
Be knew the names "el of tho, 
The whiche ayein him grucebe 10, 'l" 
Bothe of his cbambre ond of hi• Iulie, 
Anon and sende for hem nlle, 
And seide 10 hem in this wise: 
'Ther llclml nomon his hopp despise; 
I wot wei ye bare Ionge sen·ed, 
And god wol whot ye have deserved: 
Bot if it is along on me 

ftiigl foe CiUi s ... 4) 0091 lkb J, S, f Ucbc: A. 8 
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Of that fC UIU\'ODeed be, 
Or ellell it be long on you, 
The sot he ..:bnl be pro1•ed uou, • no 
To iloppc with yourc c1·ele word. 
lA hicr IUO co[""' on the bord: 
Ches which you fut of bothc IUD; 
And wittth wei that on of tho 
la with tresor so Cull begon, 
Thai if ye hoppc tlacrut>On, 
Ve sc:hull be rich<: men for cvore. 
Now ches and tak which you is le.ere · 
Jlot be wei wor, er that ye ttlce; 
For or th.lt 00 I nnderukc 'liO 

Ther is oo Dl.1.Dc:r good thcnnnt:, 
Wberor yc mlhten profit winnc. 
Now goth togcdre of on a.ucnl 
And ukcth yourc :.viscnumt, 
For bot I you this doi a111nee, 
lt stant upoo )'OUre aghne chon« 
AI only in dtflllte of pee: P IL •o6 
So scbal be ldtewed in this place 
Upun you aile well ofyn, 
Tbat no deL>Ite schol be myn.' >l~• 
Thei knelen aile ond .. ith o \'Ois 
The lung thet thonken of this chois: 
And Aller that thei up arise, 
And gon :uide ond hem avise, 
And nte ! .. tc thei nc0rdc; 
\\'bcror her tlllc to recordo. 
To whnt iuue thei be f•lle, 
A kniht llclml &peR for hem alle. 
He kneletb clouo onto the king. 
And seith that thei upon this thing. •J6o 
Or forto winne or forto lese, 
Ben nile n1ised forto oheoe. 
Tho tok this kniht n yerde on honde, 
And goth there :as tb< cofres stonde, 
And Wllb ~t Of CVeritbOn 

~ t'1:Wlat)c:ed ~"' aUI.fttt'd) )C: be £ •. , 81 2350 6u.1c 
I. · lb "33' 114 <hob AM ••• Bo, BT '3.11 be Calle) byCall< A 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

lie loith his ycrde upon thot on, 
And sehh the king bou thilke o:une 
Thei ehtsc .n reguerdoun be name, 
And prthh him ah.:u ahci mote: it h:t.\'C. 
The king, which wolde his honour sa,c, lliO 

\\'han he hoth herd tho eommun \ois, 
H>th gr>ntod hem here oghne ehois 
And tok hen1 therupon the kcie. 
Uot for he wolde it •·ere seie 
\\'hat good thei ha,·e, u th<l suppose, 
lie bad anon the cofre une'-, 
Which w:IS rul61d With still• and otoneo: P. II. 2 07 

Thus be thei oen·od al at ones. 
This king th:anne in ahe s:a.me atede: 
Anon thot other eorre undode, •J!'o 

Where •• thei sihen grot nchesse, 
\Vel more th.:an thri couthe:n g·essc. 
•t..o.• sehh the king, 'nou mai )'e se 
'nut the:r is no dtfalte in me; 
Porthi rniselr 1 wolc a.rtutte. 
And bereth ye youre oghne wyte 
or tl1.1t rorttme h>th you rduS<!d.' 
11'lus was this wise king excused, 
And thei lefie or here cvtle apeehe 
And mercy or here ktng beseche. • l'l" 

SOmdlel to this tn.>tiere Ilk 
1 finde a tole, hou l'rederlk, 
Or Rome thnt time Emperour, 
l lerde, 1111 he wtme, 1l gret clAmour 
Or lUO bcggero UJICIII the wele. 
Th:tt on of hem bcgQn lO seie:, 
'fl11 lord, wei ml'li lbe mm.n be richc 
Whom that n king lilt rorto riche.' 
1'hnt other snide nothing so, 
Dot, 'He it ricbc o.nd ,.·cl bcgo, "~oo 
To ~hom thot god ·wole sende wele.' 
And thus th01 maden wordeo rde, 
Wheror this lord h>th hoede nome, 
And dodo hem bolbe rorto come 

LIBER QU I NTUS 

To the Paleis, wher he seh>l ete, 
And b:ld ordeine ror here mete 

'3 

(lA.U Of' Tilt: Bit& 
eMU .uiO Ttll! 

Tuo P>Stes, whiche he let do make. 
A capoun in that on w;u boke, 
And in thAt other rono winne 

P.u.nd.) 
P. IL ooS .... ab ... vero e>poM 

p.u:tdlum som prc
d,..IL 

or Oorins lll WI m•i withinne 
He let do pule • grot riehesse; 
And e'ene lllichc. •• man m2i gessc, 
Ouur.ud thei "ere bothe tuo. 
This begger wu cornandod tho, 
lie tl1>t whieh hield him to the king, 
Th>t he r1211 eh= upon this thing: 
He sih hem, bot he relte hem noght, 
So t1w upon his oghne thoght 
He ehes the Ctpoun 1111d rorook 
Th>t other, whieh hiS rei• tok. 
Dot wb:.mne he triJte hou lh3t it rerd.:, 
Uo seide •lowd, that men '' horde, 
'Nou h:n·e 1 ceneinly concci\'cd 
That he rn>i lihtly be dec:eivod, 
Th:ll tristeth unto nunnes he.lpe; 
Bot wei is him whom god wol helpe, 
For he stont on lhc oiker side, 
Whtch elles seholde go beside: 
r tie my ftl:t. wei recoverc, 
And I mc>t ducllc stille povcro.' 

Thus Sll<l~ this bcggcr his entente, 
And povere he cnm and povcre he went~; 
Of thot he holh riche1111c sogln, 
lliJ infortuns: it wolde nogbt. 

ii4JO 

So mai it schewe in 10ndri wise, 
Bctwen fortune and covoitise 
11\r ch!\ntc: i.a ea•t upon a Der; 
Bot yit rulone • '""" mol se 
Ynowe or •uch~ n~thelell , 
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Whiehe e'ere putc hcmsclr in press 
To gete hem good, ond >'" thei rode. 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And (orto opclte o( this eniAile 
'l"ouchende or love in lhl motiere, 
Mi goode Sone, as lhou tniht hiere, 
Thut riht u il wilh tho men stod 
or iruortune or worldes good, 
As thou b>.st herd me t.tle oboTe, 
Riht so ruJone it stlnt be love: 
Thogb thou CO\!Cite it everCOlOJC-. 

Thou sehnlt noght bave o diet the more, ••ao 
Bot only thAt which thee is acltope, 
The remenant is bot a ppe. 
And nothela ynowe o( lho 

Ther ben, th>t """ eoffiten 10, 
That where na thci a •'Omman at:, 
Ye teo or tuelve thogh ther be, 
The love io nou 10 un:1vised, 
ThAt wber the beoute stan! usilled, 
The =nes berte anon is tb«e, 
And rourwoth t>la in hire £re, 
And seilh hou thAt be loveth ltrute, 
And thus he set him to coveite, 
An hundred thogh he sihe oday. 
So wolde he more thanne he moy; 
Bot (or the grete oo''Oilise 
or sotie and of (ol emprise 
In ecb or hem be 6nt 10mwbot 
That pleseth him, or this or tbot; 
Som on, for ache is whit or skin, 
Som on, for .ache i• oob)e o( kin, 
Som on, for oehe balh rndi chiekc, 
Som on, for tbot sche semeth mielte, 
Som on, for aclte hath yhen greie, 
Som on, for oehe = 13whe ond pleie, 
Som on, for ache is long ond smol, 
Som on, (Or Khe is lyte ond tall, 
Som on, ror ache is l>:lle ond bleehe, 
Som on, lor oehe is salle or •tlOCbe. 
Som on, (or that sche is eomUJed, 
Som on, for oehe lwh noght ben used, ••lo 

0 <$3 yoowe) l ..,,.,. BT "<6$ Bot] So BT •<11 Somoo F' 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Som on, (or scbe t:ln cbunce and singe; 
So th>t som thing to hit lllcinge 
He fint, and thogh notnore be fiele, 
11ot that ache h3th • lltel hiele, 
It i• ynow tbot be tberrore 
Hire lo•e, and thus an hundred s<ore, 
Whil thei be newe, be wolde he hAdde ; 
Whom he (ots~~ktb, Khe oehal be bodde. 
The blinde mon no colour dcmcth, 
Dut ol i• on, ribt u bitn semeth; 
So hAth his lust no juggement, 
Whom co•'Oitise o( lo•·• blent. 
Him tbenltth tb:u to his oo•'Oitise 
Hou al the world nc mol sufftSe, 
For be his willc he woldc h•ve lllle, 
1( thAt It mibte so befollc : 

'490 

Thu• is he common 01 1be Sttete, P , II. 011 

I seue noght or his beycte. 
Mi Sone, host lhou such 00\'0ilise? 
Noi, (oder, such love I despise, •1oo 

And whit I live acbal don C)>'Cre, 
For In good reltb yit hndde I Ievere, 
~rh:an to coveite in such o weie, 
To ben (or evere til I deie 
As po•·ere u Job, and lo•·eles, 
Outalceo on, (or bo•·eles 
His tbonkes is noman oi)'Ve. 
For thnt • mon acboldc nl unthryve 
Thee oghte no wisman covcite, 
The ltlwe was ooght- set ao 1trc.lte: :tsao 
Forth! miselr withAl to a•·e, 
Such on tber is I wolde h3ve, 
And non or al these othre mo. 

Mi Sone, or that thou vroldest 10, 
I om nogbt wroth, bot over Ibis 
1 wol thee tellen bou it Is. 
For ther be ruen, whicbe otherwise, 
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Confr.lo Am•nli.L 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Riht only for the co•·oitise 
or th:lt thei ocn • wOllUJW) riche. 
Tber ""I the• at here lo.-e affit:be; •!•• 
Noght for the bc:>ute of bite f:r.cco, 
Ne yit for verlu nc: fo_r gna.cc, 
Which oche hath elles ribt ynowb, 
Bot for the Pnrk nnd for the plowh, 
And other thing which therto longcth : 
For in non othtr w;,., hC!Ill longetlt 
To lo•~. bot tbei profit finde; P. U. 2~ 
And if the profit be be.hinde, 
Htre lo•·e is e-·cre !esse :u~d les1e, 
FO< .n .. that scbe hath rich~ •Sl• 
Her lo~e is of propon:ion. 
If thou but such condicioo, 
~1i Sone. 1e1l riht as tt is. 

Min holi fader, nny ywiss, 
Cor'ldiclon auc:h hn.\·e 1 uou. 
}"or trewll, fader, 1 love oon 
So wei ..-lth ol myn henes thogh~ 
Tlut o:rtes, thogb sche hadde noght, 
And •ere u po• ere u lfedc:a, 
Which wos exiled for Creus:o, •H• 
T "olde hir noght the bssc love ; 
:-:. thogh Khe """' at hire abo•·•, 
As w:u the riche q,.en C:tnd:tce, 
Which to desc:r>·e lo•·e •nd grru:e 
'l'o Atr~ndrc, th>L wno kwg, 
Yar many n wor1hi riche thing, 
Or c:lles na Pant:usilc~, 
Which ,. .. the quc:n of Feminec, 
And grtt ricbesse with hir na.m, 
\\'ban ICht for lo\·e or Hector cam '~!0 
To Troit tn rescousse of the toun.-
1 am of ouch condlcion, 
Tbot thogh mi t.di of hiTselre 
\VMC also ric.he as suche tuelvt1 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

I couthe nogbt, thogb it wer so, 
No bc:tre lo>-e hi< tlwl I do. 
for I lo.-e in so plein • ..-;,.,, P . il. 213 
Tbnt forto spoke of co•·eitise, 
As for poverte or (or richessc 
M i love 11 nouther ntor nc lcssc. J56o 
For In good fcith I trowe this, 
So CO\'eitous nomao ther is. 
Forwhy •nd he mi l•di sihc, 
That he thurgb lokinge of hilt yhe 
Ne scholde ha<e such • wok withinnc, 
Th:lt for no gold he mihtc winnc 
He scholde noght hire love utert<, 
Bot if be lefte there his bert<; 
Be so it were sucb :1 m;1n, 
·rh:u couthe Skile of tl womman. :1~70 

For ther be men so ruide sol'ne, 
Whnn thci among the won11ncn come, 
Thel gon under proteccloun, 
Th•t love and his nfi"eccioun 
Nc sdllll noght toke hem be the slie>·e; 
~·or thci ben out of thot belic.-e, 
Hem lustcth of no ladi chiere, 
Bo< evere th""ken there •nd hicre 
ll'her th:ll here gold is in the cofre, 
And wol non other lo\'e profre: :~sSo 
Dot who so w.·ot wh3.t love o.mounteth 
And be: rosoun trewllche neomptctb, 
Thnn mai he knowe and tnken bicde 
That "' the lust of wommanhiede, 
Which Jn.:l.i ~n in ll l:~.di f11ce, 
~~~ bdi h•th, 311d ek of llJ'Ice 
If men schull yiven hire a pris, P. H. •14 
Thei mal ..-eJ .. ie hoo sche is wys 
And sobre aod Simple of conten:~Dce, 
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(Covunsc- or 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And ru tMt to good govcmanoe '590 
l.lelong.U• or • wonhi wiht 
Sche hAth pleioli : for lhllke nyht 
That tchc was bore, u fO< the nona 
Nllture sette in hire llt ones 
Bcnute with bounte 10 beseln, 
That 1 m:ai wet atrcrmc and sein, 
I Pwh yit neve.e ae:.tu..., 
or oomlihied and of feture 
In coy lcinges rcgioun 
Be lich hire in oomporlaoun : •15oo 
And ihcrto, os 1 hnve you told, 
Yit bath sehc mo..., a thousendfold 
or bounte, and schortli to tcllc, 
Sche is the pure bed and ....,u., 
And Mirour and cnsample o( goode. 
Who so hir ve>tus undmtode, 
Me thenkth it oughtc ynow suffise 
\\filbout.en other COYOitise 
To love ouch on and to ..... .., 
Wlucb wub hire cbice can d<setvc •6•o 
To be beloved betre ywiss 
Than Khc per cas thnt richest is 
1\nd hlllh or gold n MHion. 
Such bath he myn opinion 
And ev-ere sch.tl : boo nathelcs 
I acie nogbt scbe is lu•-eles, 
Th>t llcbe oys riche ond wel nt esc, P. U. "'5 
And hath ynow whorwith to pie .. 
or worldet good whom that hire lllle ; 
Bot o thiog wolde I weJ )'C wiste, 1610 

That nevere for no worldes good 
Min herte untonrd hire atod, 
Bot only rlbt for pure love; 
ThAt wot the hihe god above. 
Nou, fader, what seic yc: therto? 

Mi Sone, I scie it iJ wei do. 
For lllk of this ribt good believe, 

1..$91 of] co AJMXC vnto JL£ . •. 81 as 6 
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LlBER QUINTUS 

What mnn that wole biauelf relieve 
To love in eny olher wise, 

'9 

{CovEmU o,. 
Lovnt.) 

He sch.tJ wei finde his oo••eitisc •6so 
Scbal sore grieve him ate Jute, 
For 1ucb a love mai nogbt bste. 
Bot nou, men aein, in oure dnies 
Men maken hot n rewe ass:1ics, 
Bot if the oausc be ricbesse; 
Fonbi the love is wei the lease. 
And wbo th>t wolde ens;unplet ~lie, 
Be olde d:ti.,. os thei felle, 
Tbon mihte • mnn wei undemonde 
Such love mnl nogbt Ionge stonde. >6•o 
Now herkne, Sone, and thou oeh.tlt bicre 
A ~ eosample o( this matiere. 

To trete upon tbc cas or lo•e, 
So as we tolden blere nbove, 
I flnde write n wonder thing. 
0( Puile whilom WU A king, 
A man or hib 00<11plcxioun 
And yong, bot his all'eccioun 
After the mture of bis nge 
Was yit nogbt f~lle in his C<>rogc 
1'he lust of wommen forto knowe. 
So it betiddc upon • tbrowe 
This lord fell into grct ~lmesse: 
Phisique bath don the besinesse 
or sondri curos mllnyon 
To make him hoi ; and therupcn 
A worthi mai\ter which tber wu 
Yar him C<>RK11 upcn this cu. 
That it be wolde have porfit hele, 
Fie scbolde with n wommon dele, 
A freissb, n yong, • lusti wiht, 
To don him oompoignie a nyht; 
For tbanne be leide him redity, 
That he scbol be at hoi tberby, 
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\V1n:.l 

CONHSSIO AMANTIS 

And othe,.ise he kneu no cure. 
Thls king, which s tod in aventure 

or lir and doth, ror medicine 
Assented ..,... •nd or covine 
H 1$ Stewonl, whom he tristetb we!, 
He tok, ond tolde him everydel, o670 
rlou thnt this moister hodde seid: 
And tberupon be hsth hlm preld 
And ehorged upon his lig11nce, 
That he do =ke po<Ye:m<:e 
0( IUCb OD 3S be CO\'Cn.lble 
For his plesance nnd delrmble ; 
And bod him, hou thst eve.rc it stod, P. U. 2t7 
That be sclW spore ror no good, 
For bis will is riht wei to poie, 

The Steward oeidc he wolde assaie : •4So 
Dot nou hlentller thou sch•lt wlte, 
As I fmde in the hokes write, 
What eoveitise in love doth. 
This Stc:nrd, forto telle SOlb, • 
Amonges a1 the men alf"'" 
A lwti ladi bath to wyve, 
Which natheles for gold be tok 
And oogbt for love, as seith the bok. 
A riehe Marehont or tbe lond 
Hir mder ns, and hire rood •'9o 
So worthily, ond such riehesse 
or worldes good ond such l.orgtsse 
With hire be yor in n13riage, 
Thot only for tbilke avootage 
or good this Steward hath !We take, 
Fa< lucre and noght for lo•u oake, 
And that "35 afitrward wei s<enc; 
Nou herkne what it wolde meene. 

This Steward in his ogbne herte 
8666 Tbe 8 a67t b1s ma1atc"t E •.• 81 ~ Lhe: om, 
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LtBER QUINTUS 

Sih that his lord mni noght asterte 
His mnL1die, bot he have 

A IU$11 womaw1 h.im to '"""' 
And thoghte be wolde yive ynowh 
Of hiS tresor ; wbCTOf be drowh 
Cret coveitise into his mynde, 
And seue his honour fer behynde. 
Thus he, whom gold hath overs<:t, 
w .. U1lpped in his oghne net ; 
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The gold bath =d b~ wittes bme, 
So th>t sechende his oghoe sebame 
He rouneth in the kinges Ere, 
And oeide him that he wiste where 
A gentile and a lusti on 
Tho ..,... and lhider woldc he son : 
Bot he mot yi•-e yiftes gnte; 
For bot it be thurgh gret beyete 
or gold, he se!th, he echal noght opedc. 
The king h.im bad upon the oede 
That ulte on hundred pound he seholde, 
And )'1\'e it wbc~ that he wokJe, 
Be so !t ..-ere in wortbi place : 
And thus 10 stonde in loves grnce 
This king his gold hnth •bondouned. 
i\nd whan this ule was full rouned, 
The Steward tok tbe gold :md wente, 
Witbinne his herte lind many a wente 
or C0'"eitise Lianne he caste, 
Wberor • pourpos ate lnste 
Ayeln love and ayein h.is riht 
Be tok, and seide bou thilke nybt 
His wit sclW ligge be the king; 
And goth thenkende upon this thing 
Townrd his In, til he cam hom 
Jnto the cbambre, and tbanne he no01 
His wif, and tolde hire al the eu. 
And lehe, whicl> red ror oclume ..,... 

;tJIO 
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Wtn.) 

CONFESSlO AMANTIS 

Knelende and in thl5 wise seid, 
That ochc to reoon and to sble 
In what thing that be bidde wile •7•• 
Is redy forto don his beste, 
Bot thl5 thing were noght booeste, 
That be foe gold bin: ocholcle sdle. 
Aod be tho with his<: wordes felle 
Forth with his pstly eontienance 
Seith that scbe oclW don obeissanu 
And folwe his will in every plllee; 
And thus thutgb stteogtbe of bil manace 
liir inuocenoe is ovcdnd. 
Whcrof oche was so sore adrad •u• 
1'hat schc his wm mot nede obcle. 
And therupon was schape A weit, 
That be his oghne wif be nyhtc 
Ratb out of aile mennes slhte 
So prively that non it wiste 
Brogbt to the Icing. which "' him lUte 
Moi do with hire what be wolde. 
For whan sebe 105 thor u sche scholdc, 
With him ab<dde under the doth, 
The Slt'ttOrd tol< hi< leve and goth • !6o 
lnro a ch;unbre r .. .., by ; 
Boc hou he slep, that wot noght I, 
For he Slh cause of jelous!e. 

Bot be, which hath the eompoinic 
or such • Just! 00 as sche, 
Him thoghte that of his dcgrc 
Tber was nonum so wei at de: P. It 2210 

Scbe doll! at tlut sehe m•i to plese, 
So that his herte a! hoi sche hadde; 
And thus this king his joic laddt, m• 
Til it was nyb upon the day. 
The Steward thanne wher sehe by 
Com to tbe bedd, and in his wise 
Hath hede that sche scbolde >{is<:. 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

The king selth, 'Nay, oche sehal noght go.' 
His Steward seide ayciu, • Noght so; 
For oche mot gon cr it be ltnowe, 
And so I swoc at tbilke tbrowe, 
Whan I hire (cue to you biere.' 
The ki"ll his tale wol nogbt hiert, •71o 
And aelth hou that be bath hire boght, 
Forthi sche sehal dqxute nogbt, 
Til he the brightc dAi bebolde. 
And a.whte hire in hise annes folde, 
As he which lisle forlo pleie, 
And bad hi• Steward gon his weie, 
And so he dedc nyein his wille. 
And thus his wif abeddc stiUe 
Lay with t11e king the Ionge nybt, 
Til that It wu hih Sonne lybt; '790 
Bot who sche was be knew nothing. 

Tho cam the Steward 10 the lr.ing 
And preide him that withoute sclume 
In .. vinge o( hire goode name 
He myhte Ioden hom aycin 
This l:ady, and hath told him plein 
llou that it 105 his oghne wi!. P. u. ur 
The king his Ere unto this strif 
H•tll leid, and whon that be it herde, 
Welnyh out or his wit be ferdt, •8oo 
And seide, • Ha, eaitlf most of aile, 
Wher w•s It everc er this bef.tlle, 
That eny cok.vd In this wise 
Uetok his wif for co,·eitise? 
Thou ha.tt botbe hire and me beguiled 
And ek thm oghne astat reviled, 
Wheror that buxom unto thee 
llicrafter schol scbe oe>"tte be. 
!lor this a>-ou to god J make. 
After this dAy if 1 thee take, •••• 
Thou ochalt boo bonged and t.odr.lwe. 

.t116 Tht" auwant BT Tbcward J Kide DO tut. .o K 
.,, hire: (cue toj hire Ccue Yftto C )Oca f.dtc: n.to B ~8o woW( c) 
HaE .. U., W 0193 lbto-fff.AdB 

(T4Lit or Till KufG 
AliD HJI Suw•a:.o·s 

Warw.] 



["Lua or nt• Kn~c 
AJIDH3Suw.a..D•s 

Won.) 

Con(~r. 

Anum" 

CONFESSIO AMANT!S 

Nou loke anon thou be withdrawe, 
So that I te thee nen.remo:re.' 
This Steomd th:ume dltdde him 110re, 
With aJ the baste that he mai 
And ftedde owei that """"' dai, 
And wu exiled out or londe. 

Lo, there " nyce housebonde. 
Whieb thus IWb lost his wif for evert 1 

llot notheles sche h•dde a Ievere; •ho 
The king hire weddeth ond boooureth, 
Wherof hire nome scbe socoul't'Lh, 
Which erst WI\$ lost thurgb eoveitise 
or him, tho! lndde hire other wise, 
And hath hi~lf olso forlore. 

Mi Sone, be thou war tbenore, 
Wber thou scbalt love in eoy place, P. 11. ••• 
1'b:u thou no c:ovoitise embrace, 
The which is noght of loves kinde. 
llot for al tb:>t " man m•i fiode •Slo 
Nou in this time of thill:e rage 
Ful &"'I desese in mui>ge, 
Whan venym melleth with the SIICte 
And nwi•ge is mod for luere, 
Or for the lust or for the hele : 
What man th>t ~ with outher dele, 
He IDlli noght faile to repente. 

Mi fader, such is myn entente: 
Dot nothell!ll good is to have, 
For good IIUli ofte time S..'\ve 184o 
1'he love whieb sebolde eUC> spille. 
l!ot god, which wOl myo hertes wille, 
I dor wei take to witnesse, 
Vit was l nevere for ricbesse 
l!eset with marioge non; 
For •I myn h<rte is upon on 
So frely, that in the penone 
Sbnt aJ my worldl!ll joie aJ one : 
I axe nouther Park ne l'lowb, 
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LIDER QUINTUS 

tr I hire hadde. it were yoowb, 
H ir I em: IICbolde me suffise 
W otbouten other coveitise. 

.. ,. 
l.o now, mi r.der, "" of this, 
Touchendc of me n1u u it is, 
Mi schril'le I am beknowe plein; 
And if ye wole oght elles sein, 
Of co'-ohise i( Lher be more P. ii. 2>3 

1 n love, agropeth out the !10~. 

IV• Fnll.tr~ "'"' 1fffUinl lrli/Jria vir frr:uuk, SJibcrtt.tl 
Ttsln. til 911drf n'r tM-.n·• rtfflrl,-, fides. 

Sit'NI liGI'IU rupitllll dt~HI 91uril amanl mulitrtl, 
Jlu/1 ltlltl fiti.JM jitUIIJ A.aDtr~ .IUQJ. 

,Nqn lint 1Jt'Jullcla pirlfii"N.J abi~it in riUJ 
Vl1111 911/ ~tJrdl.J intima cu11da mild. 

Falln-t jwriur11 ntJN tsl lowdondn t_sulla1111 
Glurr'a, ulfa/.st undi'tittnis ()jJ¥S. 

Mi Sane, thou sdult uodeJStondt 
Hou Co•·ei!iJe hath yit on bonde 
In speei>l tuo eolliCI1oun, 
Th>t ben also hise procurours. 
The rerst of hem is Falswitnesse, 
Which evere is redi to wimesse 
What thing his JDllister wol blm hole: 
Perjurie i1 the secounde bote. 
Whielo spareth noght to swere an oth, 
'J'hogh It be fols and god be wroth. 
Thot on l<lhol falswitnC$Se berc, 
That othnr sehnl th~ thing rorswerc, 
Whon he is charged on the bok. 
So what with hepe and what with crok 
Thei make here maister ofte winne 
And wol noght ltnowe wlut is sinne 
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LFAL'r: WlncQ&.j 
Confeuor. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

For coveitise, and thus, men ~~ain, 

Thei malceo many a fab barpin. 
Thee mai no ~• querde llNo 
ln thilke quest< md thilke wise, 
Where a.s th<i tuo the poeple enforme ; 
For th<i kepe t\'ttC o D'I&11U fonne, >8So 

Th2t upon gold here conscii.'IICC P. ll. 2"4 
Tbei founde, and lAke here evidence; 
And thus with f.>l,...unessc ond olhos 
Tbei winne hem mete and drinke ond clolhes. 

Rlht so thor be, wbo lhat hem knew<, 
Of thes lovers ful many untrcwe: 
Nou mni a wommnn Iinde ynov.·c, 
That ecl! or bem, whan he liCIIJII wowe, 
Anon be wole his hnnd doun lein 
Upon a bok, and swen: and stin 'JSI)O 
Thot he wole f<ith ond uoutbe berr ; 
And thus be profrttb him to awere 
To scr<en e\'l:re rn he die, 
And :ll is vtr.~i trieberie. 
for wb>.n the sotbe himselven trieth, 
The more be ~Werth, lhe more he lietb , 
"'lwl he his f<ith maltth althermest, 
~nun uW a womman truste: him lm; 
For til he mai his wm achieve, 
lie is no lengere forto Hc,·e. ·~ 
1'ht1$ is the uoulhe or lo,·c exiled, 
And lllllny n good womm.'n beguiled. 

And ek to S(>eke of Vnbwitne'I!Je, 
There be nou mony Sllthe, I gesse, 
Thot lkh unto lhc provisoun 
Thci malce here prive proeurouro, 
To telle hou tber Is such a mon, 
Which is worihi to love ond an 
AI lhot " good m;on scbolde lrunne; 
So tb:u wilh lesinge is bcgunne >910 

The cause in whieb thei wale proeede, P. U. •liS 
And abo siker "' the crede 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Tbel m>ke of that tbci knowen fal5. 
And thus fulofie :ahoote the h:ils 
l.o•e it or false men embraced; 
Bot love which Is so pourebaeed 
Comtb aftei'W3rd io litd pris. 
Fonbi, mi Sone, ir lhou be wis, 
Nou lhou hlbt herd this .,;deru:e, 
Thou nuht thin oghne conscience '9 10 

Oppose, if thou h:LSt ben such on. 
Nai, god WOI, rnder, l :tm non, 

.Ne nevcre w:.s; (or as men seith, 
Whon thnt ~ mnn aclml make bis fcith, 
HJa belle nnd tung~ moste oeord¢; 
For If 10 be thnt thd discorde, 
Tham1e is he fals nnd cUes noght: 
And 1 cLlr scle, u of my thoght, 
In love 11 is nost>t delleonb.ble 
Unto mi word, bot acord:tble. 1930 

And in this w~ bder, 1 
Mai nht •el s•ere nnd soh'cly, 
Th2t 1 ml IAdi lo•-e we~ 
For that oeordeth C\-erydcl. 

lt nedeth noght to mi sotbsowe 
That l witnesse scbolde dr:twe, 
Into thas dni for ncvere );l 

Nc mOue IL sinke into mi wit, 
'!'bot I my eonseil scbolde scie 
To eny wiht, or me bewreie "9to 
To sechen help In such n•anere, P. II. ••6 
Bot only of ml lndi dicre. 
And lhogh a thoUll<lnd men it wistc, 
That I hire love, ond lhanne hem lisle 
With me to swere and to witnessc, 
Yit wr:re tNu no lalswitnesse ; 
For 1 d:tr on this uoutbe duclle, 
I love hue moe lhlln 1 em Idle. 
Thus am I, fader, gultdes, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

As )·e have herd, and IUtheles '9>• 
ln )'O<Ire dom r put it at 

.\li Sone, wite in speaaJ, 
lt «JW noght comunliche f.tJI<, 
AI thogb it for a time anile 

That Fa!switnesse his =- spc<le, 
Upon the point of his foahitde 
It sclul wei alletWllrd be kid; 
Wberor, so a.., it i.s betid, 
Ensomple of suehe thinges blinde 
ln a Cronique write I fonde. '96o 

TI>e Goddesse of the See Thetis, 
Sche ludde a Sone, ond his narnc is 
Achilles, whom to kepe and worde, 
Whil be w.u yang, •s into wardc 
Scbe tboghte him solfty to betoke, 
As sche whieh drudde for his sake 
Of th:u ..-.. seid in prophede, 
That he ot Troie scholde dir, 
Whon !hot the Cite ,..... beldn. 
FortJU, so os the hokes sein, 
Scbe aste hire wit in sondri wise, 
Bou sche him mibte so dcsguise 
That nonuo scholde his bod! knowe : 

tt;o 
P . li. 227 

And so befell tlut ilke throwe, 
Wbfl that sche thoghte upon this dtdc, 
Ther was • king, whieh l.ichomede 
\Vn.s bote, and be wa.$ wt~l bcgon 
With faire dowhtres m:myon; 
And duelte for out in an yle. 

Nou seh:Ut thou hi ere • ..-onder wyle: 
Tbis queene, which the mode_r wu 
0£ Aehilles, upon this eu 
Uire Sonr, os he n Mmden were, 
Let clothcn in the some gue 
Wbiclr longeth uoto wommonhitde: 
And be wu yang ond tok non hitde, 

•911• 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Bot soiTreth a1 th.11 scbe him dedc. 
IVherof tc:be l1:1th hire wommen bedc 
And elurgtd be ben: oches alJe, 
H1>u so it ofienr.ud bef.Ur, 
Tlut thcl djjco, ere oogbt this thing, 
Bot fcigne and make a know!cehing, 
Upon tbe eonseil whieh .....,. nome, 
1 n every place wher tbei come 
To telle nnd to witnesse thi.s, 
Hou he here lodi dowhter i;. 
And riln in auth n mancr wise 
Selle b~d thei •cboldc hire don servise, 
So thnt Achilles underfongeth 
As to n yang 11\di belongeth 
Honour, scrvise: and rev~ence. 
For Thetis with gret ch1rgence 
Him hath so towht ond so ofaited, 
Thll~ hou 10 tlut it were anited, 
With sobre and goodli con~ 
He scholdo hio wommanhitde »'11>CC, 

That non the sothe kno..-e mybte, 
Bot thot in every DWUICS s;hte 
He ocholdc ocmo a pure M:Ude. 
And In such wise u sche him .aide, 
Aehillcs, which that ilke while 
WQI yong, upon himself to smyle 
ll<:gon, wl~an he ""' so besein., 

And thWI nner the hokes setn, 
With rroue 'or !'erie UJ>On his hcd, 
AI freis.sh betwen the whyt ond red, 
As he which tho W>S tendre of Ag<, 
Stod the colour In his visoge, 
That forto Joke upon his chel<e 
And sen bit ehrldly manere el«, 
He ..,.. • •-amman to bebolde. 
And thsnne his modor to him told<, 
Thot sche hun ludde 10 begon 
Be cause !hot schc thoghte gon 
To Uchomtde ot thill<e tydc, 

.)000 

P.IL go8 

)010 

JOiO 

"996 hlr(c) lscty u, ... B•, B, W (h•"' I. G) -. it] be S •• • A 

[T.u.a or Acruu.n 
A .. D DDDAIItA.) 



[TAU: or Aanu.a 
AltO l)uDAJIIA.} 

CONF'ESSIO AAlANTIS 

Wh<r that oche lcide be scholde abrde 
Among bise dowbtnos forto duelle. 

Achilles helde his moder telle, 
And ~ste nog:ht the cause why; 
And n>!heles ful buxomly o•l• 
He was rcdy to thnt scbe bad, P. U. 2~ 
Whero( hi• moder wos riht glad, 
To Ucbomcd~ and forth thei wenie. 
And wb:ln the ldng knew hire entente, 
And sib this yonge dowbter there, 
And that it com unto his Ere 
Of such record, or such orimesse, 
He b:ldde ribt • gret gbd.-
Of that he bothe tyb and berde, 
As be that wot noght bou it felde 1••• 
Upon the con~eil of the nede. 
13ot for nl th." king Lichoruede 
Hath tow>~rd him this dowhter W:e, 
And for Thetis his moder sake 
Be put hire into comp."linie 
To duelle •ith Delcbmie, 
His oghne dowhter, the eldeste, 
The f,jrate llnd the comelieote 
Of aile bile closhues whiche he hadde. 

Lo. 1 bus Thetis the cause lad de, 
And lefic there Achilles feigned, 
i\s be which hnth himself restrcigned 
In al that lWC:re he moi and can 
Out of the m:'lntre: or a rna.n1 

And tok his wommanoysshe chierc, 
\Vherof unto his hedde!en: 
Delcbmic he hAth be nybte. 
Whtr kmde wole himseh-e ribte, 
A!tD the Philooopbres seio, 
Tbcr mai no oriht be thenyein : 
And that wu thfllte time seene 

JOJO 
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The Ionge nybteo bern betueoe 
Nature, which rrW oogbt forberc, 
Hath mad hem botbe fono litre: 
Thei kessen (em, and O\'ermore 
The hlbe weie or loves lore 
Thei gon, and at was don in cltde, 
Wheror lost is the mayd~nhedc; 
And that was allerword wei knowe 

For it befell that ilke tbrowe 
At Troie, wher the Siege by 
Upon the ca\tSt of Meoelay 
And of his queene dame Heleine, 
The Crcgois haddeo mochel peine 
Alcby to fibte and to assaile. 
Bot for tbei mibten nogbt ovaile 
So noble a Cite fono ••inne, 
A prive c:onscll tbel beglnne, 
ln sondrl wise wher thei treto ; 
And ate lu te among the gre1c 
Thei rellen unto this :u:ord, 
That Proth<iis, of his rccotd 
Which was an Amonomien 
And e.k a gret Magic:ien, 
Scholde of his c:akulacion 
Secbe after COilitellacion, 
Hou tbei the Cite mibten gete: 
And he, which hadde noght foryet.e 
Of that helongetb to n clerk, 
Hla studie """• upon this werk. 
So Ionge his wit about.e he cute, 
Til thAt he rood out ate l.ut.e, 
Bot if they hadden Achilles 
llere werrc scba.l ben endeles. 
And over that be tolde hem plein 
In wb:lt DWlete be ..,.. besem, 

l"90 
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And in what pbce he schal he founde ; 
So that withinne a Hte1 lloundc 
Ulixes forth with Diomede 
Upon this point to Lichomede &•oo 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Ag:unenon togedre ocnte. 
Bot Ulixes, u be forth wente, 
Which """ on or the mOIIe wise, 
Ordeign<d b:ub in 1111eb a wise, 
That be the mostc riche :uay, 
Wh<tOf a womman mai be gay, 
With him b3th mite m.lnyf'old, 
And o•-ennore, as it is told, 
An bameis for • lusti kniht, 
Which burned was as Selvcr bryht, 
or swerd, or plate ond ek or malle, 
A3 thogh be seholde to b-"nillc, 
He tok lllso with hint be Schipe. 
And thus tog<dre in felaschipe 
Fonh gon this Diomede and be 
ln hope til tbei mibten se 
The place where Achnles IS. 

The wynd stod tb3nne nosht amls, 
Bot evene topsetlcole it blew, 
Til Uli.tes the Marche knew, 
Wber Lichom<de his Regne hadde. 

JUO 

P. U. !13" 
The Stic:n:saun so wei hem bdde, 
Tbat thei ben comen sauf to londe, 
IVber thei gon out upon the stronde 
Into the Burgh, wher tb3t thci founde 
The king, and he which hnth f•counde, 
Ulixes, d<de the message. 
Bot the conseil or his comgc, 
Why ihnt he cam, he tolde nOSht, 
Bot undernethe he was bethogbt 
In what manere be mihte aspic 
Achnles fro Deidomie 
And fro these othrc thot iher were, 
Full mony a luui ladi there. 

Tbei pleide hem ihere a day or too, 
And as it wu fonun<d so, 

)tto bvn~u)lesa"lutt E ... B.. b. wuwUbt. \V b. wuots.. fu 
3119 <4poclk»le ACL, SAd, FRo t~ cole (coole) MHoXGERB, 
BT top ..Ue cole A ., podlcolc J to I'Mi~o W 14 pla-t 
colo A 

LIBER QUINTUS 

It fell that time in such a wise, 
To Bachus ihat a .. crilise 
Thes yonge ladrs scholckn make; 
And for the strange mennes soke, 
That comen fro the Siege or Troie, 
Thei m.1den •el the more joie. 
Thor W2s Revel, ther ..-.. daunsinge, 
And every llf which coude singe 
or lusti wommen in the route 
A frciash carole hmtb a:unge aboute; 
Bot for ai this yit nntheles 
Tho Creks unknowe of Achilles 
So wcren. 1hal in no dcgre 
Thei couden wlte which was he, 
Ne be his vois, ne be hi$ pas. 
Ulixcs thm.nne upon this cas 

lJ~O 
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A tlung of hih Prudence b3th wroght : 
For thilke aray, which be hath broght 
To yi,·e •mong the 'III"'tJUDm there, 
He let do (etten al the gere 
Fonh with a knihtes b3meis eke,
ln :tl • eonue forto seke 
Men scholden noght a fairer se,
And every thing in his degre 
Endlong upon a bord he lcide. 
To Uchoznede ond thanne he preide 
That every l>di chese scbolde 
What thing of nile thnt ..:be wolde, 
And take It ns be weie or yine; 
For tlael hcmsclf it scbolde schifte, 
He seide, afier here oghne wille. 

Actailles thanne stod noght stille: 
Whan he the brybte helm behield, 
The 511'crd, the hauberk and the Schield 
His berte feU therto aoon; ' 
or all that othre wolde be non, 
The knihtes gere he underfoogetb, 

Jl6o 
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Conr~or. 

CON FESSIO AMANTIS 

And thilke aray which that belongeth 
Unto the wommen be forsok. 
And in thla wise, ns sdtb the bok, 
Thel knowen tlunne wl>ich he wu: 
For be goth forth the grete pol 
Into the chambrt where be lay ; 
Anon, and made no delay, 
lie nnneth him in knyhtli wi14; 
Thcu bellrc c:n.n noman devise, 
And as fortune acholde (aile, 
He cam 110 forth tofore hem aUe. 
As ht which tho was gbd ynowh. 
But Uchomedt nothing lowh, 
Wb.m that he l)'b hou that it ferde, 
For th1111ne he wiste wei nnd herde, 
His dowhtcr hadde be forleln ; 
Bot that he w:as so oversein. 
The wonder overgoth his wiL 
For m Croruque is write ytt 
Thing which scbnl ne•·Cl'c be forycte, 
Hou that Achilles luub begete 
Pirrus upon De1druni~, 
Wheror c:am out the trieberie 
Of Falllwitnesse, wh:m thei 14ide 
Hou that Achilles ns a ~!aide. 
Bot that wu nothing """" tho, 
For be it to the Siege go 
Forth with Ullxe aod Diomede. 

t.o, thus was pro•-ed in the dede 
And ruUI spoke at thilke while: 
U o womman an other guile, 
Wber is ther eny sikemesse? 

JIIO 
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l'!IO 

Whan Theti., which wu the goddtoJ<; 
Deidamie hath so bcjaped, 
I not hou It schnl ben aseoped 
\Vith tho wommen whos innoc:ence 
Is nou alcby thurgh such credence 
Deeeh·ed ofte, u it is seen~ 

.JJIO 
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With men that such untrouthe meene. 
J>or tbd ben slyhe in such • wise, 
That thei be sldhte and be queintise 
Of Falswitnessc: bringen innc 
That cloth hem o~ fono winne, 
\\'ha tbd ben oogbt ,.ortbi tbcno. 
Forthi, my Sone, do nogbt so. 

Mi fader, as of Fa!swhneuc 
'!'he trouthe and the matiere express<; 
Toucbcndc of love hou it hath fen!, 
As )'e have told, ! ha•-e weU herd 
BcK for ye seiden othennse, 
Rou thilke ,.;., of Covoilioo 
Hath yit P<rjurie of his ocord, 
If that you list of som record 
To tclle an other talc also 
In loves esuse of time ogo, 
Wb.it thing it is to be fOtSwore. 
I wolde prtie )'OU thetforc, 
Whemf I mibte ens:unple tak<. 

MJ goode Sone, and for thi s:tke 
Toucbetlde of this I schal fulfolle 
Tbin wdngc dt thin oghnc wille, 
And the matiere 1 schal decbre. 
Hou the wommen deceived ue, 
\Vhln ~lei oo tendre ~e here, 
or tluu thei hi~ men so swere; 
Bot whn.n it comth unto thaasay, 
·n,ci r.ndc it f•ls nn other cby ' 
As Jason dede to Medee. 
Which stan! yet or AIIC1onte 
In totnc and in memorial ; 
Wbemf the ule in special 
t. in the bok of Troie write, 
Wbicb I schnl do thee forto wile. 

In Grecc whilom w;u • king, 
or whom the f=• :md knowlcching 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

Bele•·eth yil, and l'eleus 
He hihte; bot 11 fell him thus, 
That his fonune hir whid so ladde 
'!'hat he no child hi• oghne hndde 
To regnen aner his deceu. 
He had de a brother nalheles, 
Whos rih~e n:une wu Eson, 
And he lhe wonhi kruht jason 
Jleaa~ lhe which in e•·ery Jond 
Aile Olhre ~e or his bond 
In Annes, 10 that he lhe beste 
Wu named and lbe worthiesle, 
He ooghte worsc:hipe 0\'eral. 
Nou herkne, and I lhee telle ochal 
An l\'enture that he ooghte, 
Which anerward ful dere he boghte. 

Ther was an yle, wbicb Colcboo 
Wu cleped, and therof aroo 
Gret speche ln every lond aboute, 
'fll.at such mervcile wu non oute 
In ol the wyde world nawhere, 
A• tho w .. in thot yle there. 
Ther was a Schiep, u it wu told, 
The which his nees bar ol of gold, 
And so the goddes hodde it set, 
That il nc mihte awei be fct 
Bt llOU<r or no worlcles wlht : 
And yll rul m11ny • worthi knlhl 
ll hnddc oas.,icd, ,.. thti do,.te, 
And evcrc it fell hem to the wo .. te. 
Bot he, thot wolde It noght forsnke, 
Bot of his knyhthod unden•ke 
To do whot thing therto btlongelh, 
This worthi Jason, .ore aloogelb 
To se the strange: rqiouns 
And lloowc the tonditiouns 
Of olhre Marches, where he wente; 
And for that cause his hole entente 

;pjO 
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He selle Colchos fono seche, 
And therupon he nude • spechc 
To PeleUs his En1 the l:.ing. 
And he wei paid was or th•t thing; l ' 9" 
And schop anon for hi• pusogt, 
And •ucbc u were of bis lignagt, 
With olhre knihtes whiche he ches, 
Wilb him he tole, and Hcncules, 
Which run was or chivalerie, 
\Vith Jason w~nte in comp:aignie ; 
And that wu in the Manthe of Ma.i,~ 

Wh>n colde SlOn!les were any. 
The wynd .,.... good, the Schip ,... yore, 
Thei tot bene !eve, and fonh thei ~ JlPO 
ToWIUd Colehos: bot on the weie P . 1L 238 
What hem befell is long to seie: 
Rou Lnmedon tbe king of Troie, 
Which ogbte wtl ha•·e mod hom joie, 
Whon thei to reste a while him preidc, 
Out or his fond he hom congeide; 
And so fell lhe diMeneion, 
Which •fter ,.., deotruecion 
or that Cite, DS men rruai hie:tc: : 
Bot thot is noght to mi matiere. u•• 
Bot thus this wonhi folk Crcgeis 
Fro tbat king, which was noght curtcfs, 
And fro his land with S.1il updmwc 
Thei wente hem forth, and many ~ s•we 
Thoi mnde Md mnny o gret mannce, 
Til a te laste Into that plnce 
Which as thei soghtc thci oryve, 
And •lriken Sail, nnd forth •• blyvc 
Tbei sentt unto lhe king and tolden 
Who wtnen lher ond what thci woldcn. n•• 
OEtes, which wu lhannc king, 
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Whlill tbot he herde this tyding 
Of Jason, which wns comcn there, 
And of Uttse othrr, wh:.u thci were, 
He tboghle don bern gret worschipe: 
For tbe.i anon come out or Schipe, 
And strawht unto the king thci • ·ente, 
And be the bond Jason be hente, 
And tlm ""'' a te paleis gote, 
So fer the king com on his g~tc 

To,...,rd }MOn to don him cbiere; 
And be, whom lacketh no manere1 

Whon be the king sih in presenee, 

33~· 
P. li. 239 

Yo! him oyein web m-cortoee: 
As to a kinges •tat belongeth. 
And thus the king him underfongeth, 
And Ja.on In his :um he cowhte, 
And forth into the boUe he $11'1\,.hte, 
And ther they siete and apielte of thinges, 
And Juon tolde him tho tidtnges, 
Why be w•s come, ond faire him preide 
To baste his time, and the ltyng ocide, 
• Jason, thou art a \\'Ortbi kniht, 
Bot it lith In no mannes myht 
To don th•t thou art oome fore : 
Ther both be m>ny • ltniht forlore 
Of tbot tbei woldco it assaie.' 
Bot Jason wolde him noght esmsie, 
And &eidc, 'Or C\'ery worldes cure 
Fortune sl:mt in avemure, 
Pe:r aunter wel, per aunter wo: 
Bot: hou U CYCrC that it go, 
It scbol be with myn hood US>ied.' 
The king tho bield him noght wei paied, 
For he the Crekes sore dredde, 
fn aunter, If Jason ne •pedde, 
!:le mlhle theror bere a blnme ; 
For rho wns a! the worldet fnme 
In Cttte, os forto spelte of Armes. 
fonhi be dredde him or his bormes, 
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And gon to preche him nnd to preie; P. 11. ,..o (T•u: or )MOH ••• 

Uot }llliOI1 wolde noght obclc, Mcoo:A.) 

.llot seide he •'Oide his porpos holde 
For ought thot cny man him tolde. 
Tbe king. wbon he thes wordes herde, 
And sib hou that this kntht a..uerdc; 
Vit for he wolde make him gl•d, 
After Medea gon he bad, 
Which w .. his dowbu•r, nnd schc c:ant. 
And Jason, which good hicde n>m, 337• 
Wh:m he hire sih, :l)'tin hire goth i 
And roche, which ""' him nothing loth, 
Weloomede hom into th>t lond, 
And softe tok him be the bond, 
And doun thci seten bothe r.une. 
Schc lmdde herd spoke or his name 
And of his grete worthin"""'; 
Forth• sche g>n bir yhe impres&e 
Upon hiS f•oe and his OIAturc; 
And thoghte hou lle'"ere Cffilture 
'Vas 10 wet farende .u was he. 
And J aron rih1 in such dcgre 
Ne mibte nogbt withboldc his lok, 
Bot 10 good lllt:de on hire he tok, 
Th>t him ne thoghte under the bevene 
Of btaute uwh be: OC\'C.T'C hir e\·toty 
With al th.11 fell to wommonhit:de. 
Thus ech of other token hit:de, 
"fhogh thcr no word w.:.s or record i 
Here hertes bothc of on aeord 
Ben set to lo•-e. bot u tho 
Tber mihtcn be no wordes mo. 
The kins mode him sret joie and f~e. 
To aile his men be yaf on he<te, 
So OS lhCi wolde nis thank desen~e, 
Tbot thei ocholde ~. }o.son serve, 
Whil thot he wolde there duelle. 
And thus the dai, schonly to relic, 
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With monye merthes thei despen«, 
Til nyht wos come, >nd tho thei wenle, l<OO 
Eehon of other tok his le•e, 
Whon thei no le:ngerc mybten h!\'1!, 

1 not hou }o.on thot nybt slep. 
Bot wei I wot !hot of the Scbep, 
For which be cam into tbot yle, 
He thoghte bot a lite! whyle; 
AI was Medea !hot he thogbte, 
So tbot in many a wise be sogbtc 
His win waktnde tr it was cb.y, 
Som time y«, som lime nay. a,.1o 
Som lime tbu., som lime ao, 
As he was stered to and fro 
or lo•·e, and •• of his c:onqueste 
As be ...,. bolde of his hcheste. 
And thus be ros up be the monte 
And tok hin..etf seint John to borwe, 
And aeide he wolde fcrst bqinne 
At to• .. e, 21nd o.Jter forto winne 
The Rees of gold, for which he com, 
And thus 10 him good hcrte he nom. .w•• 

Medon riht the 10J'IIc wise, P . ll. 242 
Til d.\1 am tha t sche moste •rise, 
1.4y nnd hcthoughtc hire ol lhc nyht, 
t lou •che thot noble wort hi kniht 
lle eny weie rnihte wedde : 
And wet scho wilte, if he ne 5pedde 
or thing which he hoddc undertoke, 
Sche mihte hirsclf no porpos take; 
!'or if he dcide of his b•t•~e. 
Sche moote thtnne olgttc failc l<JO 
To geten him, whlln he ..,ere ded. 
Thu• scbc begon to seue red 
And torno a.boutt hir wines aUt, 
To toke hou thAt it mibte fal lt 
!'hot sche with him htdde • leisir 
To ll"'ke and ttlle of hir delir. 
And 10 it fell tbol ume day 

)4'~> n.se RCLBt, T, \V 
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That J .. on with that suote may 
T ogedre sete and hadden spooe 
To •peke, nnd he besoughtc hir grace. lH• 
And sehe hi• ule goodli borde, 
And •nerward oche him ansucrde 
And ~e:ide, 'Jason, u chou wiht 
Thou miht be sour, thou miht be 1pitt; 
For wite we.l th:tt n~vere man., 
Bot if he coutbe th~t I can, 
Ne mihtc that fonune achje''t 
For whieh thou c:omst: bot as I lie•·e, 
If thou wolt holde co•·enont 
To lo,-e, of Ill the rtmt~nt . .l<f.so 
I sdul thi hf ond honour ~>•e, P. li. 243 
"!'hat thou the Rees of gold scbott ho•·e.' 
He odde, ' AI at youre oghne wille, 
M" dome, I ochal treuly fulfille 
Voure bene, wh1l mi lif mai bste' 
Thus Ionge he preide, And ntc IAste 
Sche granteth, nnd bchihte hun tho1. 
That wh.1n nyht comth :tnd it time is, 
Sche woldc him Rnde eertclnly 
Such on that seholde him prively 
AI one Into hire chombre brlnge. 
He thonketh hire of that tidingc, 
For of thnt gmce him i• IJegonne 
Him thenkth nile Olhre thlngcs wonnc. 

The doi mnde cndo nnd loll his lyht, 
And com~n was the dcrkc nyht, 
Wh•ch ol the doles yhe blente. 
Joson tok levc nnd forth he went<, 
1\nd v.•lmn be earn OUt of tho t>rC.SJ 
lie 1ok to oonseil Hercules, 
And tolde him hou " w•• bctid, 
And preidc it seholde wei ben hid, 
And that be •·olde loke aboute, 
T herwhiles th>t he Kh•l b<:n oute. 
Thu$ .. he >tod and hiedo nom, 
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A Ma)•den fro Medea c:tm 
And to hir <hombre Joson ledde, 
Wher thot ho fond redi to b<dde 
The f.1ireste and the wiseste eke; 
And sehe with Jim11lc cbi= and meke, .140o 
Whan Khe hom sih, nx al O!(Ohamed. P. U 244 
Tho •·aJ hrre talc nc:we e.ntarncd ; 
For !iilcwlCJ>e of M•na.se 
Schc f<tte forth a riche ,-mage, 
Which w:u figure of Jupiter, 
And J..., swor and seidc ther, 
Th:n oloo wiss god o<:holdc him helpe. 
Th•t if Mede:. d<de hun help<', 
Th:lt he his pourpos mybte wonne, 
Thei ocholde ne•·ere porte ot...;nne, .149" 
Bot everc whO him l.uteth lif, 
He woldc hire holde for bis wif. 
And with that """' thei Josten bot he; 
And for thei Kholden hem unclothe, 
Thcr c:am 3 MA.ide, ttnd in hir wise 
Sdte dede hem bothe full servbe, 
Til that thei were In betide naked ; 
I wot that nyht w.u wei IJewoked, 
Thel hndden bothe whot thci wolde. 
And thnnne of Je:fJir ascht hirn tolcle, J!OO 
And gnu fro point to point enforme 
or his b;ttolle and nl the forme, 
\Vhi<h AS he liCholde flnde there, 
IVh•n he to th)'lo Coote were. 

Schc scide ••• t'Otrc or the pas 
Hou 1tf:lrt, which god of ArrnN wu, 
Bath set tuo Oxen •teme and Stoute, 
'fhat c:tSte fyr and Oomme aboute 
Bothe at the mouth and ate n:..se, 
So ch.nt lhei sttcc:n ttl on blue .JSIO 

What tlting that passt'th hem betwene: P. fl. 245 
And forthcrmorc upon the gn:no 
Ther goth the fteea of gold to kepe 
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A Serpent, which mol ncven: slcpe. 
Thus who that evcro llebolde it winoe, 
The fyr 10 stoppe he mot l>eginne, 
Whidt that thco fierce beates catte, 
And d:lunte he mot hem ate loste, 
So that he mni hom yoke and d'l"·• ; 
And therupon he mot u blyvc 
The Serpent with such suengthe o$$.'1ole, 
That he 11131 IIcon him be b:l12ile; 
or which he mot the teth outdrawe, 
As it btloogeth to th:lt bwe, 
And th.'nne he mot tho Oxen yoke, 
Til thei ha•·e wnh • p!owh tobroke 
A furgll ol land, in wbich arowe 
The tctb of th:lddre he moste oo•e, 
And therof Khule arise kmhtos 
Wol armed up ot olle rihtes. 
or hem is noght to token hiede, 
For eeh or hem in hostihi«<e 
Schol other slon with dethos wounde : 
And thus whon thei ben lcid to groundc, 
Than mol be 10 the goddes rreie, 
And go 10 forth and lAke his prcie. 
.Bt>l. if he Coile in eny wise 
or that ye hiere me devise, 
'J'hcr mni be 5C:l non other --·eie, 
Thot he ne ntOste algntes dele. 
• Nou h•ve I told tho peril ol: 
I woU you tcllen forth wltb~l,' 

Quod Medea to Jnson tho, 
'Thnt ye sahul knowen er yo go, 
Ayein the veoym nnd the fyr 
Whnt schal ben the reeoverir. 
Bot, Sire, for It ia nyh day, 
Ariscth up. 10 that I may 
IJehvere you "'""' thing I ho•·e, 
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Bot for thei ""~" botbe ..U.:, 
Up thei arisen ate Lute: 
Jason his clothes on him C2Ste 
And I'IIAde him ~i nnt anon, 
And ache hir scherte dede upon 
And caste on hi~ a m>ntcl clos, 
\Vhhout.e more and thanoe aros. 
Tho tok sche fonh a riche Tye 
Mad al of gold and of Perrle, 
Out or the which sehc nam a Ring, 
The Ston w•• worth nl other thing. 
Sche seide, whil he wolde it were, 
Ther myhtc 110 peril him dere, 
Jn water m:ti it nOR,bt be dreynt, 
Wher liS it comth the fyr is qucynt, 
It daunteth ek the cruel bate, 
Ther may no qued th:u man OMt<:, 

\\'her "" he be on See or lond, 
Which b;tth that ring upon his bond : ur• 
And CWO' th:u sche gan to ~n, P . ll 247 
That if " man wol ben unsein, 
Withinne his hond bold clos the Ston, 
And he mai invistnle goo. 
The Ring to J aJOn schc beto.ubte, 
And $0 forth after sehe him Lwhte 
Whot .. crifise he scholde make ; 
And £>n out of hire cofre take 
Him thoughte an hevenely figure, 
Which ol be cb;tm1c and be conjure 
Was wroght, and ek it wns tburgh write 
With names, which he scholde wite, 
As ache him llluhte tho to rede; 
And b:td him, "" he wolde spede, 
Withoute: rtste o( e:ny while, 
Whan he were londed in that yle, 
He scholde make his Slerifil<' 
And rede his carec:tc in the wise 
As scbe him taubte, on lm.. clo<m ben~ 
#f'hre sithes to•'Ud orient ; 
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For 10 Kholde he the godd .. plese 
And winne binuc:lven moc:hel ese. 
And whanne he haclde it chO.. r:u:l, 
To opne a buiste scbe him bad, 
Which sche ther tok him in presen~ 
And wu full of liUch oigoement, 
That thtr 'Kllll fyr nc V'C.nym non 
'.rb•t IChoWe futnen him upon, 
IYh•n that he were enoynt withal 
Forthi ache tauhtc him hou he sehal 
Euolgnte his nrmes nl aboute, 
And for he ocholdc nothing doute, 
Schc colt him thnnne a m~tner gluJ 
The which wll$ of so gret vettu, 
Thnt where a man it wolde caste, 
It ICholdc binde onon so foste 
'l'h~t nonan mihte it don llwtit. 
And th.:lt sche bad be aile weie 
He ICholde intO the mouthca chtowen 

l6oo 

P.ll. 248 

or tho tweie Ox<n that fyr blo"en, l''• 
Therof to 11oppen the malice ; 
'The glu IChal serve or that office. 
i\lld over that hir oigoement. 
H1r Ring and hir encbantement 
Ayeln the Serpent scholde him we~, 
TO he him sle with swerd or spore: 
And thannc he m•y Sllufticbe yoowb 
HIs Oxen yoke into the plowh 
And the teth sowe in such o wise, 
Til he the knyhtes se arise, l6•• 
And ecb of other doun be leid 
Jn auch m."Lncre as I have seid. 

Lo, thus MedC3 for ] ason 
Ordeigncth, and preith therupon 
Thllt he n01hing Coryete scholde, 
And ek sche preith him that be wolM, 
Whan he hath aile his Armes don, 
To grounde knelc and thonke anon 
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The godd.., and 110 forth be cse 
The ftees of ao1<1 he scbolde sese. 
And wb.>nne he b.>dde it sesed so, 
Tlut thannc he were aonc "l!D 
Wichoucen eny tariynge. 

Wh:m this w .. seid, into wepinge 
Schc fell, "" oche lbac wiiS tburgh nome 
With love, and so fer overcome, 
Tlut ol hir world on him sche oeue. 
Bot wb.>n Khe sib ther ..,.. no lette, 
Tb:u be mot nedes pane hire fro, 
Sc:he cok him in hire annes tuo, 
An hundred time and gan him kiise. 
And seide, ' 0, Ill mi worldcs blisse, 
Mi trus~ mi Ius~ mi lif, min hele, 
To be thin helpe In chis qucrclc 
t prcie unco chc goddes lllle.' 
And whh that word sebe gon doun falle 
On swoune, and he hire UJ)pe nam, 
And fonh with tl10t the Mniden Qllll, 

And lhci co bedde anon hir broghte, 
And tbonnc Jason btre hesogbte, 
And to hire ee.idc in this manere: 
'i!.[i worthl lusti bdi dere, 
Confonetb you, for be my tronthe 
It sella! nogbt f•llcn in mi slouthc 
Tbot 1 nc wot thurghouc ful611e 
Youre hesces at yourc oghne wille. 
And yit I hope to you bringe 
Wltbinne • while such tidlnge, 
The which scll:l! make ous bothe g;>me.' 

)~0 

Bot for be wolde kepe hir n:une, 
Wban tboc he wine h was nyb cW, '"" P . ll. 2$0 
He seide, 'A die.u, mi swetc ma.i.' 
And forth with him be nam his ge.e, 
Which os schc boddc lllke him the.e, 
And str.1uht unco his cbambre be went<, 
And goth tO bedde and slep him hente, 
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And by, that llODWl him owolt. [T..u or J ... • """ 
For Hm:ules blede of him tok, lluCA.] 
Ttl It was undren bib ond more. 
And tbonoe he g;>n co sighe 110<e 36)0 

And sodcinliebe abreide or slep; 
And theJ that token of him kep, 
HIs chnmberleins, be sone chore, 
And maden redi ol hio gerc, 
And he llrOS and to the king 
He ~·ente, and scide hou 10 tbot thing 
For which be c:am be wolde go. 
The king therof was wondor wo, 
And for be wolde him f>in wltbdnlwe, 
He tolde him mony • dredful sawe, 36So 
Bot Jaoon woldc it nogln recorde, 
And ate I>Ste thei acorde. 
Whnn chill be wolde noghc abide, 
A Bot wllS redy oce tyde, 
In wblch this wonhl knlht of Crece 
F ul IU1lled up at every piece, 
To llis boWie which belongeth. 
Tolt ore on bondc ond lOre him longtth, 
Til be the water p:used were. 

Wban he cam to th:at ylc there, liloo 
He l<!t him on his kncs doun 11r.1ub~ P . iL ~s• 

And his carecte., as he was tawbt, 
He rndde, and mode his .,.erifise, 
And silhlhe tnolgntc him in tbat wise, 
As Medea him hnddc bede ; 
And tbonne llrOS up fro thnt llede, 
And with the glu the fyr he queynte, 
And :mon after be :aueinle 
The grctc Serpent and btm olowb. 
Bot erst be b.>dde sor«e ynowh, 3JOO 
For !bot Serpent nude him tr.l\-.ile 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

So lwde and sore ot his batailt, 
Tbat nou be stcxl and nou he fell: 
For Ionge time it so befel~ 
That with biJ swerd ne with his opere 
He mihte noght th:u Supcot dere. 
He w:u so scberded al abolne, 
It hield all egge<ol withoute, 
He was so ruide and h:ud or skon, 
·lber mihte no1hing go thetin ; J7Jo 

Venym ond fyt togedre he eoste, 
That he Joson so sore oblaste, 
That ir ne were his oigncmcnt. 
His Ring o_nd his cncbnmement, 
Which Medtll tok hinl tofore, 
He hadde with that worm be lore; 
Bot of vortu wbteb therof eom 
Jason the Dragon o•·en:un. 
And be anon the mh outdrouh, 
And sette hi$ Oxen in a plouh, liJo 

With wltidt he brak n pi<ce or lond P. U. •52 
And sieu hem with his oghne bond. 
Tho mihte be gret men-cile se : 
Of e•·ery lOth in biJ degre 
Sprong up a kniht with opere and sebield, 
or wbiehe anon riht in the field 
Echou slow other; and with thot 
jason Medea noght roryat, 
On bolhe hi• knes he gon doun folic, 
And yaf thank to the goddeo aile. 373• 
The !'lees he tok ond goth to Bote, 
The Sonne sebyneth brybte •nd bote, 
The Flee. ot gold sebon fonh withol, 
111e water glistreth O\-eml. 

Medea wepte and sigheth ofte, 
And 11cxl upon a Tour alofte: 
AI privcly withinne hlndve, 
'I1ler herde it nouther ten ne tueh-e, 
Sdte preide, and seidt, • 0, god him spede, 

31'0$ oc:] and BT, W 31o6 )c: arpc:a1 ~ 8T, W 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

The kniht whieh hath mi maidenhitde I' 
And ay aehe loktth toward tbyle. 
Do< whan ~the sib withinne • wbue 
The Flees slistrende ayein the Sonne, 
Sehe Aide, • Ka lord, no" al is wonne, 
M I kniht tbe field hath o•ercome : 
Nou woldc god he were come; 
Aa lord, thot be ne were olonde 1 ' 
Bot I d.u take this on honde, 
I( that sehe hadde wynges tuo, 

J1 .. 0 (TALC Or )MO:lf AXO 
Mm&A. ) 

Sehc waldo hnvo Rowe unto him tho 
Stmwht thcr he wos into the Bot. 

37!0 
P. U. 258 

The dni wns clier, the Sonne hot, 
The Crcgcis wercn in grt-l dout.e, 
The whyle that here lord was oate: 
Thei wisten noght what seholde tyde, 
Dot waiten evere upon the tyde, 
To se wh21 ende sebolde falle. 
Ther Stoden ek the nobles aile 
Fonh whb the comun o( the toun ; 
And u thet loken up and doun, 
1"hei weren war "ithinne a lhrowe. 
Whcr am the bol, wbieb thei wel knowe, 
And sihe hou Jason b<oghre his preie. 
And tho thei goonen aile seie, 
;\nd c:riden 11llc with o 5tcveoe, 
'1l111 whcr was eve.re under the bevene 
So noble n knyht os J;uon is?' 
And wclnyh olle oeiden this, 
ThM Joson was n fale kniht, 
For it wu nevere or mannes mibt 
The Flt"CJ of gold so rona wione; 
And thus to talen thci bcginne. 
With that the king com forth anon, 
And sib the Flees, bou that it seban; 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And wlun Ja:;on cnm to the loud, 
Tho king him .. h •o tok hi$ bond 
And kist him, ond gn.t joie him mod<. 
The Gregeis weren wondtr glode, 
And of !hot thong n'ltt merie hem thoghte, 
And forth with hem the.> Flees thei broghte, s;IJo 
And ech on other gon to leyhe; P . lL •54 
Bot wel wns him that mihte neyhe, 
To se therof the proprete. 
And tbos thei pu"'"' the cite 
And gon unto the Palets stmght. 

Medea, which fo'},.t him "'f!ht, 
Wos redy there, and oeide anon, 
• \Vclcome, 0 •orthi kniht juon.' 
Sebe wolde hav~ kist him wonder fuyn, 
Doc scbame corned~ hire 4.g;ayn ; 
ll ns noght the onanere •• tho, 
Forth! scbe donte nogbt do so. 
Scbe tol< hire In~ and ]lltOn wente 
Into hts clu.mbre, and sc.be him sente 
Hire 1-foide tn 1e11 bou he ferde · 

' The which whon that sche sih ond hetde. 
Hou t.hnt he h>dde !oren oute 
And that 11 SLOd wel al abou"" 
S<he tolcle hire ladi wlut scbe ~ ... 
And JCbe for joie hire ~bide ki!le. 
1'he bathes weren !bonne ar:tiod, 
With herbes tcmprccl and ....,;eel, 
And Joson W!IS ull4fmed sane 
And dede as it befell 10 done: 
Into hJS bath he wente ancc 
And wyuh him clme as eny bon ; 
He tol< • sopp, and owe he ....,, 
And on hi• bcste amy he rum, 

3190 

And ketnpde his heel, wlun he ,.... clod, 
And goth him forth •I merie and gbd 3s,. 
Rlbt stru•bt into the kinges h.1lle. P. IJ. ~ 
The Iring am with his knibtes aile 

11111 u lito) abo AM ••• 0~ BT 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

And moden him gbd welcoming< ; 
And he hem tolde the tidinge 
or this and th3t, hou it IJefcll, 
Wban tluot he nn the sebopes (ell 

Medes, wlun sche ,.... --~ 
Com sont- to Wt pcutcrnent, 
And whan sche mibte Joson se, 
w ... non •o gL'd or rule •• Khe. J8•• 
Ther wo." uo joie. fono &eche, 
or him mad overy man • speche, 
Som man iotide on, 10m m:Jn selde othe-r; 
Bot thogh he wer<: goddos brother 
And mthte make Cyr and thonder, 
Ther n1ihte be oomore wonder 
Than Wll5 of him in thM cite. 
Eehon tnuhte other, 'This is he, 
Which hnth in bi.S: poue:r withinne 
"l"rnlt ru the world ne mihte winne ; l•Jo 
lA, hter the beste of aile goode.' 
Thus .. iden thei tluot there <tode, 
And ek that wolkedo up and doun, 
llothe o( tho Court ond of the toun. 

The time or Souper cnm anon, 
Thci wiuhe:n lind thc:no thcl gon, 
J.ledo:t •.u with Joson set: 
Tho ns ther many • deynte ftt 
.~nd oct tofore hem on the bord, 
Bot non 110 likinge •• the word 3•4• 
Which woo thor spoke nmong hem tllO, P. II. ~56 
So •• thei do"'e spcke tho. 
Bot thogh thei h•dden litel space, 
\'it thei oconlen in tlut pbee 
Hou Juon smolde come 31 nybt, 
WhBn c.wery tort:be a.nd eu~r)• liht 
Were nme, and tbanne or other thing.!s 
Thei spieke aloud for •upposinges 
or bent thot stoden there •boule ' 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

For lo,·~ is everen~ore in doute, JIJo 
If th.ot it be wioly go•·emed 
Of hom th>t ben of love lemed. 

Whnn al ..,. don, that dissb and cuppe 
And cloth nnd bord and Ill ~-u uppo, 
Thei woken whil hem lest to woke, 
And aner thnt thoi lcve mke 
And gon to bedde forto reste. 
And wh>n him tboghte for the beste, 
~t e\"tfY nun wu fu:tc .aslepe:, 
Joson, that woldo bit time ~ l86o 
Coth forth $1Aikende al prively 
CntO the chambre, and redely 
Thor w:u a M>ide, which him keptc. 
~!eden wok and nothing slepte, 
Bot n>tholea ache """" obedde, 
And he with aile haste ltim spedde 
And mode him nnked nod oJ warm. 
Anon he tok hire in his arm : 
Wb>t nede it forto speke of ese? 
Hem list ech other forto plese, l87o 
So that tbei h>dden joie ynow: P. U. 2~7 
And tho thei >etten wbanne ond bow 
That sche wuh him >wey sch:l1 stelo. 
With wordts suche and olftre fele 
\\'hlln al "ns creled to an ende, 
Joson tok leve and gan forth wende 
Unto his oughne chombre in pes; 
1"her wi.ste it non bot Hercules. 

He slepte nnd ro. ••han it was time, 
And wbanne it fell towardes prime, ;85o 
He toft to him suc:he as be ll"iste 
In secrt, that non other wlSte, 
And tOld hom o( his c:onseil there, 
And a<ide that hit wille W'Ofe 

That tbei to Schipe hoddo olle thioge 
So priveliche in thevenyose, 
Thot noman mihtc her< d<de 3$pio 

.s8sr tror: irit be E • •. Bt1 BT Butlr hit be W 
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Doc tho that wert of c:ompalgnie : 
For he wo1l go orithoUie le,·c, 

(T•u: or jMOIIf ,._.,u 
N•....,J 

And leniere ..-oil be noght b<leve ; 
llot he ne woldo at thllke throwe 
The king or queene rocholde it knowe. 
'l'ltei S<lide, 'Al this sci., I wei be do: ' 
And Jason truste wei thcrto. 

Mc:dea in the mene while, 
Which thoghte hir foder to beguile, 
The 'l'resor which hir f•der hadde 
With hire al pri,·eli schc loddo, 
And •rrth Joson at time ~ 
Awey sche sllll and rond no let, 39"" 
And •lnlBht sche goth hire unto schipe P. ii. ~sa 
or Creee with that rei>Sehipe, 
And thei onon drowe up the S.il. 
And nl that nyht this w .. consell, 
lJot crly, wbon the Sonne 11<.llon, 
Men syhe hou th>t thci were ogon, 
And come unto the king And tolde : 
And he the sotbe knowe wolde, 
And axeth whore b10 dowh<n ,. ..... 
Tber wao no word bot Out, Albs I 
Sche was ago. The moder wepte, 
The fader 35 • wod man leptt; 
And pn the time forto vntie, 
And •wor hi$ oth he wol noght tarie, 
Tbnt with Coliphe nnd with gnleie 
The same cours, the s:ame weie, 
Which )350n tole, ho wolde mkc, 
U tbot he mihte him overto.ke. 
To this tbei sciden aile yee: 
Anon lhei w~n zte See, 
And aile, as who s<rth, at a word 
Thei gon witbinne sc:hipes bore!, 
The Sail goth up, and forth thei lllr:IUhte. 
Bot non espleit tberof thei cnuhtc, 
And so thei tomen hom ttyein, 
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CONFESSIO AMANT!$ 

For nJ lhllt labour \\'3.& in \'tin. 
Jason to Crea: .,;t.b hill preie 

C"-oth thurgh t~ See the rihte wcie : 
Wh•n he ther com Md men it to!de, 
Thei tnllden joie yonge nnd olde. 
&on, wban tllllt he ..me of this, 
II ou t.b:tt ~is Sone eomen it, 
And bath ochie•·ed t.b:tt ~ SOlJ8bte 
And hom with hom Mede:~ brougbto, 
In Jtl the wydc world was non 
So gbd • msn u be was on. 
Tosedre ben these lorers tho, 
Til th:at thti h:adden soncs tuo, 
Wherof thei werer1 bathe gl•de, 
And olde Eson grct j.,ie mode 
To """" tbencreu of hi$ ligouge; 
For be wu of so gra an Age, 
Thot men aW1liten nery day, 
Whon t.b:tt he IICholde gon RWily. 

)IIJOU, whi<h oib bls &.der old, 
Upon Medeo roude him bold, 
or •n nugique, which IChe cout.be, 
And preit.b hire thnt bis fnder youthe 
Sthe wolde mnke nye.inword newe : 
And scho, th:at w:u toward him t.rewe, 
Jkhibte him th:at IChe wolde 11 do, 
Wh:an th.l.t scbe time S3wh therto. 
Rol what sche dtde in tlm.t matiere. 
Jt ls 11 wonder thing to hh:re, 
!lot yit for the novcJJerie 
I thenke tellcn • portie. 

ThU$ it befell upon a nyht, 

.\930 
P.ll. 259 

Wh•n ther was noght bot •terrelib~ 
Sche was vanyssht rihl ns hir lim, 
111.11 no wyht bot birself it wisto, 
And thot was ate mydnyht tyde. 
'l'he world w .. stille oo every 11de; 

J96o 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

With open bed nod fot ol b."tre, 
llir her tosprad IChe pn to fare, 
Upon bir tlotltes gen scbe was, 
AI specbeles and oo t.be gras 
Sc:he glod forth as on Addre doth : 
Non otherwise ache oe gott~ 
•r;r IChe cam to the freisshe ftod, 
And t~re a while oche with .. od. 
Thries ocbe tomed hire aboute, 
And thri .. ck sche &"" doun loute 
And in the fiod IChe wette hir her, 
And thries on the r.tter t.ber 
Sc:be g:aspeth wot.b a dn:ccblnge ondo, 
And tho sche tok bit speche on hondc. 
Ferst sche bes•n to clepe •nd callc 
Upward unto the sterres aile, 
To Wynd, to Alr, to See, to lond 
SeliC preido, and ek hield up bit bond 
To J::chotes, •nd gnn to erie, 
Wh.och is goddesse of Sorcerio. 
Sc:ho tcide, 'Bclpet.b at thi1 nede, 
And as ye maden me to •pede, 
Wbon Jason e>n1 the Flees 10 seche, 
So hell) me nou, I you ~c:chc.' 
With that ocbe lokcth ttnd was war, 
l>oun fro t.be Sky t.ber cam a char, 
111e which Or-ogouns abouto drowe: 

J9;"0 

And tho ocbc pn hir bed doun bowe, 399" 
And up sche styh, ond faire and wei P. II. 261 
Sthe drof fonh bothe char and whel 
1\bo1-e in th.l.ir :unoog the Sky ... 
The lood of Crete and tho f)attl<$ 
Sthe soughte, nnd faste gun hire bye, 
Anti there upon the bulle. bybe 
or Othrin and Olunpe also, 
And ek of ot.bre buDes mo, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Sche fond and pdrctb herbes suote, 

Sche pulleth up som b< the rot~ 
And !ll.>nye with • kny( scbe scbettb, 
And aile into hir char sche benh. 
Thus whon sche hoth the huiles sought, 
The flodes ther forynt scl>e nought, 
Erid~n nnd Amphrisos, 
Peneie ond ek Spc:r<:hetdos, 
To bern sche wente ond ther sche nom 
Bothe Of the W2ler lnd the fom, 
The sond and ek the •male stones, 
Wbiche n ..:he does out for the nones. 
And of the rede See a port, 
Thai was b<ho,·elich to hire art, 
Sche tok, and after tb.u aboulAO 
Sche soughte sondri sedes oute 
In feldes nnd in 01:1ny graves, 
And ek n part llcloe tok of !eves: 
Bot thing which mihto hire most a\'llile 
Sche fond in Crete and in Thessafle. 

In <Wet and in nyhtes Nyne, 
With grot tr:n-aile and wub gret pyne, . .... 
Sche was pourvdd or evet)' p"""=, P . il, 262 
And tometh homnrd into Grett. 
Before the pres of &on 
Hi[ char sche Jet o.w::ai to gon, 
And tok out feral lhat was tberinne ; 
For tho sche thoghte to beginne 
Such thing no scmeth impossible, 
And m>de hir&elven invisible, 
As sche tbnt wu witb Air enclosed 
And milue of nom>n be desclosed. 
Sche tok up tur>·es of the lond 
WithoulAO helpe of mannes bond, 
AI heled with the grene gms, 
Of which an Alter mad ther was 
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Unto Echues the goddesse 
or ftrt m>giqu~ nnd the maistfUS<', 
And eft :a.n other to ju\·tnte, 
A$ oeh~ which dede ltir hole entente. 
'l'ho tok oehe 5eldwode ond ,-erveyn~. 
or herbes ben noght betrc tueinc, 
or which nnon withoute lel 
Theoe olters ben obome sct : 
Tuo IOndri puttes (oste by 
Schc =de, nnd \\;th thol h05tely 
A wether ..-hich ..-.. bl"k sche slouh, 
And out therof the bloc! Khe droub 
And dede into the peuos tuo ; 
W•nn melk scbe put« obo t~o 
With bony rneynd : ond in such "'""' 
Sehe gan to make hir S>ctifiee, 
And cndc :md pn:ide forth whhnl 
To P luoo the god infernAl, 
And to the queene l'roserpine. 
And so sche sogh« out nl the line 
or hem that longcn 10 that croft, 
Behinde was no rume Ltrt, 
And preide hem :olk; u scbe wei couthe, 
To gr.tn« Eson his feme routhe. 

This olde Eson broght forth w:a.s tho, 
Awei sche bnd olle othre go 
Upon peril lh>t mihle Colle; 
And with th>t word thel wenten olle, 
And lenen there hctn ouo nl one. 
And tho schc gnn to psp¢ and gone, 
And mO\de $ignes mo.nyou, 
And seide hir wordes therupon; 
So that with spellingc of hor eharmes 
Sebe tok Eson in both hire annes, 
And m>de him forto sl<ope f01te, 
And hom upon hire horbes caste. 
The bl>ke wether tho .sche tok, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And hiewb the flcissh, as doth a rok; 
On either alter port ..:he letde, 
And with the durmes that ..:he Icicle 
A f'yr doon fro the Sky olyhte 
And nude it forto bm>ne lybte. 
Bot wb.:uJ Medc:a. sawh it brennt, 
Anon sche gan to acme and rtnne 
The fyri aultcn ol aboute : 
Tber ~-.s no beste which goth oute 
More wylde than oche IC:meth thcr : 
Aboute bir :sohuldrcs hyng hir her, 
As thogh scbe wero OUte of hir 111ynde 
And torned in ..;, other kynde. 
Tho Jay ther c:ertein wode clen, 
0( which the pieces ROU And efi 
Sc:he mode hem in the pe~t"" wctc, 
And put hem in the fyri hete, 
And tok the brond with oJ lhc blase, 
Arid lhries Kbe hcpn to <ale 

Aboutc Eson, ther u he .Jepte; 
And eft with water, which ><:he kepte, 
Sc:he nude a cerele aboute hom lhnes, 
And eft with fyr of •ulph"' twyes: 
~-ul mlu>j• an other thing Khe dede, 
Which is noght writcn in this otede. 
Bot tho sche rnn so up 4nd doun, 
Sche lllllde many • wonder suun, 
Somtlme lich unto the cock, 
Somtime unto tho Lwcrock, 
Sonninte kocleth os • lien, 
Somtime spekth as don the men: 
And riht so .. hir jorgoun stmngeth, 
In sondri wi.~e htr forme chongeth, 
Sc:bt semea.h faie and no "'om man; 
~·or ,.;lh the cr.Utes lhot ache can 
Scbe wus, as who Roth, • goddesse, 
And what hir b~ mw.: or l.:ae, 
Sc:he dede, in bokes os we finde, 

4 000 

4072 tc cook RIC, BT 
4oll pu.t J. S. f" putte AC, B 

•013 -=•th<-rl tuuy AJil • • • a, 
••o6 trort A o o Cc 

LIBER QUINTUS 

Tlut passtth 0\'Cr manneskinde. •' 10 [TAu. or )A»>w .uo 
Dot who th:it wole ol wondres hiere, P . U. 265 li<D114o) 

\\'hat thong 5c:be wrogbte in this motion-, 
To m•ke an cnde ol tb>t 5c:be g;m, 
Such llle:nedc herdc nc\'er<> m3J\. 

Apoonted in the newe Mone, 
\Vh:an it ...:u ume (ono done, 
Sehe tcue :a. caldron on the Cyr~ 
In whoeh was al the hoi<: ntir, 
Whcron the medicine alod, 
or jus, of w•ter ond of blod, '"" 
And let it l>uolc In •uch a pli~ 
Til that ft<.he &;~wb the spume wbyt; 
And tho sche CA•te ia rynde and rote, 
And eed and flour that wus for bote, 
Whh m~ny :m hcrbe and many a ston, 
Whcror >the hath ther ""'"Y on: 
And ek Compheius the ~nt 
To hire hath aile his scale$ lent, 
Chdidrc hire >•f his addres wn, 
And sche to bllileo cost.: hem in; <OJO 

A JliUl ek ol the homed Oule, 
The which n•en hie"' on nybtes boule; 
And of a Rllv<n, "'bieh 1<:1$ told 
Of nync hundred wynter old, 
Sehe tok the htd with al the bile; 
And :as tho medicine it wiJe, 
Sehe tok themfter the boucle 
Of 1he Scowolf, nnd for the bele 
Of ~~~. ~·ith • thousand o>o 
Of thlngea lhAl sche h>dde cl1o, •••• 
In th>L Coldroun togedre 01 blyve P. il. •65 
Sehc J>Ulle, and tok th:innc of Olyvc 
A droe br.ancbc tom •ith to St<:rc, 
'lllt which anon s;m ftoure ond bere 
And wuc al rreo»~o and grene ayan. 
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CONFESSIO AMAN'r!S 

\\'h>.n sche this ,....,u hadde sein, 
Sche lct tbe late drope or olle 
Upon the lxue flor doun (aile ; 
Anon ther sprong up Hour and gru, 
Where ns the drope bile .-u, 4J~o 
And wox anon 3l med•e gre~, 
So that it mibre wei be sene. 
Med<:1 tbanne knew ond WISIC 

Hir med1cine is (ono trisu:, 
And goth to E.on th<r he loy, 
And lok a swerd wu or a.wy, 
\Vith which n. wounde upon hiJ~J side 
Sche m•de, thot therour mni slyde 
The blod withinne, which wns old 
And .sek :tnd trouble ond fieblc nnd cold. 4r6o 
And tho Jehe rok unto his us 
or herbe! :tl the be!te ju .. 
t\nd poured it mto hi1 woundt ; 
That nude hi.< \"eynCS rulle and sound<: 
And tho scbe made hr$ •·ounde clos, 
And tok his band, and up he 1'0$; 
And tho sche ra( him dnnke a drauhte, 
Or which bk )'OUtJre Q)·cln be elUhte, 
His bed, his bene and his visage 
l.ich unto twenty wy-nter Age; .. , ;o 
Hise bore h~res were AWllf, P. 11. ~67 
And lich unro the freisshe Moii, 
Whan p.~ ben the colde schourew, 
RJllt so nlCO\'ereth he his nourcs. 

Lo, whot mihte eny man devise, 
A wonunan schewe in eny w1se 
~for hertly lo\'t in e\try scede, 
'fh>.n .Med<a 10 jason dedo? 
Fen;t sc:be tmde hinl the nees to "innc, 
And oftcr that fro kiththc and kinne ••~ 
\\'ith gret tresor with tum sche ltal, 
And to his f>det forth wub:tl 

41.5t mcde £ • • • Bt ••s.:.: ~scM (~e) AJ, U bc.oke~c: S, .. ~ 
.p6o and Gc:blel fiebk £.. B, \V 4161 lato (U. to) A),( ... a, 
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LI BER QUINTUS 

Iii• FJde hath tomed into youthe, 
Which th.ng non other wom~m.n ooutht : 
Bot hou 11 was 10 hire •quit; 
Tbe r<membronce duclletb p~ 

King l'eltUJ bis Em .-.. ded, 
J :uon bar coronc on hrs bed, 
Medu bath fulfild his wille: 
lk>t •hannc be scholde or riht ful6ne ··~o 
'l'hc ltuuthe, which 10 hire ruore 
Be h•dde in tbyle or Colchos swore, 
Tho w,,. Medc.• most deceived. 
l!or he an other IUllh rc.."Ceh•ed, 
Which dowhtcr wQS to king Crwn, 
Crcusa toehc hihte, and thus J llSon, 
·"--' he th:u wu to love untre-vte, 
Medu lcfic >nd tok • newe. 
Bot tllJit was aner sone aboght : 
~l<'d<a with hire lUI bath wroght 4,oo 
Of d01h of gold a m:lOtcl riche, P. IL 268 
Which ~emeth """h a kingemche, 
And that """ unto Creusa sent 
In n>me or yifie and o( present, 
~·or Sosterhode bern ,.... bctoene; 
And whan that )'ongc (rerssbc queene 
ThO! mantel laJ>i>etb hiie nboute, 
1\non thcror the fyr sprong ou1e 

And bronte hlr bothc flcissh ood bon. 
'111o <Am Medea to Joson ""o 
With bo1ho hl1 Sones on hire bond, 
And 6clde, '0 thuu o ( tvoty lond 
The moste untrewe creature, 
' "'· 1hl• ~~eh•l be thl rorreture.' 
\\'ilh that Khe bothc hi> Sones slouh 
lle(ore his yhe, and he outdroub 
Hit swerd and wold ba,·e slayn hir tho, 
Bot (arewcl, oc:be wns ago 
Unto l':lll.u the Court above, 
\Vht:r :u tche pleignelh upon lcn·e, i, JO 

• \ • sche that wu witb !hilt goddesse, 
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CONF'ESSIO AMANT!$ 

And h~ ,.... Jell in gret d~sueue. 
Thus miht thou se what oorw~ it doth 

To ••= on otb which 1S nogbt sot.h, 
In loves ca»se namely. 
~li So~ be w~l ,...,. forthi, 
And kep t1ut thou be noght Comrore : 
For this, wbich I hove told to(ore, 
Ovid~ tcllctb e'o'Cf)'del. 

Mi f•der, 1 m>y lieve It wei. 
Por I hove herde it o(te .. ie 
Hou Joson tok the ft<:es owcic 
Fro Colchoo, boL yit horde I noght 
Jk whom it w .. (erst thider broght. 
And for it were good to hlcre, 
1J tb:lt you liste ot mi prelere 
To telle, I wolde you beseche. 

Mi So~ who that '"'Ole it oedte, 
In bok~ he mal finde u wnte; 
And natbeles. if tbou woh witr, 
In the rmnere as thou bast preid 
1 schol the tdle bou it 1$ seid. 

The rome o( tbilke schepes f<ll, 
Which in ColcOOs, as it befell, 
W3s al of gold, llclul nevere dele; 
Wherof I thenke for to lleie 
flou It- Qm rent into tht\t yle. 
Ther """' ~ king in thllke whyle 
Towa.rdes Grece, and Alhcnw 

4ll0 
P, II. o6g 

The Crooiquc of his n11me •':\t ; • "5o 
And hodde n wif, which Phllcn luhtc, 
Be whom. so as (ortun~ it dihte, 
He h.'dde of children yongc tuo. 
Frixus the ferste W3S or tho, 
A Jma,, cluld, nbt fair witb:llle; 
A dowbtu ek, the which men aile 
HeUen, be h>dde be this wu, 
Bot for tber mal no mann~ Uf 

4231 herdcAJ.F' MntC, 8 4243 Aothepefe11cD "~"'~ 
Murtua aute.m Phih:o s~.\ mortv.autcm J lc:lleo A • •• 8 •, BT, f'WJ-L 

LIBER QUINTUS 

Endure upon thi.s Ert.be hie~. [TAut or Plttuall• 
This wonhi queene, u thou mibt biere, ,.,6o 4110 H~] . 

L- h' A--- ( p It ft&lalltctlll d~UUit; Er lllill the c dun::n were o age. . 270 •upcr cui~ donu• 
Tok or hire ende the p>~ ..... _ oppool 1-L 
W' h h' d ,__ Qaofo<toArlooaapc< It grtt wonc 1pe .1.0 wu -.6 ... ,-e_. wndu reve-us rom 

Wlut thing it lilteth god to "''" aolo Fri>o oibi ad. 
I · L -- h. here.ntc to Coltbos l lJ grec rtson to uen . JS; appll<ult, wbl Juno 
Forthi lhis king, $0 a.s it is, dtctu.m Ariete.m cum 
I • h N • d rfi h auo vrJiere, prout in. Y1t gret IUunt.nce 1t un e onget : aJila ('anhur tn111c.l•. 
And an~rward, as bim belongeth, aub arla cuatodu col· 
\Vhtan it WJ.S thnc forto wedde, lt~c~uft . 

A ncwe wJr he tok to bed de, • •1• 
Which Vno hlhte Md ., .. • Maydo, 
And ck the do-.·hter, as men saideJ 
or Cadme, which • ~ing abo 
Wu holde in thilke daies tho. 
Wh•n Vno was th<: kinges make, 
Scbe caste hou that ~<:he mihtc malt<: 
These children to beie Cader lotbe, 
A.nd schope a wylc a)'cin bern botbe, 
Which to the king was al unknowe. 
A yeer or tuo ~<:he let do sowe u8o 
The lond with sodc whete aboute, 
\Vherof no com mal springen oure; 
And thus be sleyhte ond be oovine 
Aros the derthe ond the romine 
Thurghout the lond in such a wise, 

So thnt lhe king • saorifi.oc 
Upon the point or this destresse 
To Ccrca, which is the goddesse 
or com, both schnpe him forto yi•·e, 
'l'o Joke if it mai be foryive, <>90 
The mesebi<r which was in his lond P. It l271 
Bot sc:he, which knew tofor the bond 
The clrcunuUtnce or a! this thing. 
A)'cin the cominge or the king 
Into the temple, bath scb.:tpe so, 

•* _,.,~ C'U• aolo •den A ... a .. B 4~ .,.,_,,.,.·,. canftur 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Of hire oterd that aile tho 
Whiche of the t~mple prestos were 
Have seid and full decl>red there 
Unto the king, bot if oo he 
That be delivere the contre 
or Frisus and of Hollen bothe, 
With whom the goddcs hen 10 wrothe, 
Thot whil tho children ben therinne, 
Such tilthe sch:ll oom.1n heglnne, 
Wberof to getc him eny corn. 
Thus wu it acid. thus wu It sworn 
Of all the Prestcs tbal tber are ; 
And sche which causeth ol this fare 
Seid elt therto what that sche wolde, 
And every n>.,n thonne afier tolde 
So ,. the queene hem h•dde preid. 

The king. "hich both his Ere Ieid, 
And ll<>·eth al thAt e.....: he herde, 
Unto here tale thus ansuerde, 
And fcith that Ievere him is to chesc 
Hise children bothe forto lese, 
Thon hirn and al the rcmenont 
or hem whichc are aportenant 
Unto the lond which he scbal kepe: 

.. :po 

And had his .nr to "'ke kepe 
ln whAt rnanere b best to done. 
~t thei delivered weren aonc 

<fJ10 

P . U. 272 

Out of this world. And schc ~non 
Tuo men ordeigneth forto gon ; 
Bot ferst schc ma.de btm forto swere 
Tbal tbei the cbildren scbolden here 
Unco the ~. tlut non it knowe, 
And hem therinne bothe throwe. 

The children to the See ben lad, 
Wher in the wise as Yno b.1d 
T hese men be redy forto do. 
Bot the goddcsse whieb Juno 

4330 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Is bote, Appiercth in the atede, 
And both unto the men forbedc 
Tha< thel the children noght ne sle; 
Bot had hem Joke into the See 
And uken biede of that thel sihen. 
Tber s~nm a Scbep tofore here yhen, 
IVhos Rees of burned gold W11J1 al ; 
<l nd this goddesse forth wlthnl 
Comnndetb thAt witboute lcue 
'rbei scholde ~on tb...; children sette 
Abo~e upon this Scbepa bok ; 
And a! ....,. do, ribt os sche sp.tk, 
ll'hecof the men gon hom •rein. 
And fell so, as the bokco ocin, 
Hellen the yongc M<tyden tho, 
Which or' the See was wo hego, 
For pwe drcde hire herte h.'th lore, 
That fro the Sehep, which hath hire bore, •H• 
As sche that w:u swounende feint, P . IJ. 273 
Scbe fell, ond hath hi~lvc drelnt · 
With Frlxus :ind this Schcp forth ~' 
Til he to thyle of Colcbos com, ' 
IVhcrc juno the goddcsse he fond, 
Which tok the Sebep unto the lone!, 
And sette it there in such a ..-ise 
As thou tofore lust herd devise, 
Wheror com Aller 31 the wo, 
\Vhy Jason '"3! forswore so 
Unto Medee, as it is spoke. 

Ui fader, who that h.lth tobroke 
IriS troutb<, as ye have told •bo•·e, 
He is noght wortbi forto love 
Ne be beiored, as me semeth : 
Bot every newe love quemeth 
To him which newefongel is. 
And notheles nou aller this, 

(TAU or P11•1XUI 
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CONFESSI O AMJ\NTIS 

If llw )'00 list to lalten hiedt:: 
Upon mi Schrifle to procede. 
r n ...... cause ayein tb<: .;.,., 
()( CIOYOitise and Anrice 
What !her is more I ... .,tde wite. 

Mi Sone, this I 6nd. wnte, 
Ther i• yit on of tbilke brood. 
Which only for the wodcla good, 
To m•ke a Tte$0r of !!.tooele, 
Put :die conscience o.we.ie : 
Wherof Jn thi con(ession 
The name a.nd the tondicion 
1 I!Ch•l hitr.~ftei'Tilll'd declare, 

i)llo 

P . il. 1174 
\Vhach m•kth on riche, •n Olhtr bAre. 

v. Plus OIJlil ':!surd sifli filii• ddtlt~l', tl i/lwl 
Fr~~•iU &Diwula Mfw l•lt'lflw n1il. 

Sit a•" u:uu11.1 9•/UIIuf¥ 111-.J vt a.~anu 
SjiTal, d fllfllll Ira talf/1)1~ IMI. 

Upon the bench siuende on hih 
With A \'2ri<:e Usure I sib, 
Full clothed of his ogbne suite, 
Which all.er gold rnakth cb:ace ond ouite 
With his brocours, that renne aboute 
l.ich unto racches in ;. route. 
Such lucre is non aboYe groundc, 
Which is noght of tho rncches founde ; <390 
For wher thti se beyete Stene, 
1'hol sc:b:al hem in no wise nstcrtc, 
Bot thei it dryve into tho net 
Or lucre, which Usure both set. 
Usure with the ri<:he duelleth, 
1'o al tb:at ••-ere be beith and selletb 
Be b•th ordeinod of hb sleyhte 
~.Iesure double o.nd doublo weyhte: 
OutWllrd be selletb be the !.use, 
And witb the more he makth his tu1e, «OC 
\\'berof his bous is full •athinne. 

•s69)'0l.1])ou H. VB., BT. WH• 4391 when:)ebllcte llette EC 
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UBER QOlNTUS 

He ...,.,.,.,.,_.. nogbt, be so be winne, 
1'1>ouch tb:at tber lac ten or welve: 
His loft io al toward himselve 
And to non other, bot be sc 
T'tw be m11i winne 5Uche thre ; 
Foe -.her he IIChal Clht yive or lenc:, P . JJ. 27~ 
He wol ayeinworil lllke a bene, 
1110t' he hath lenl tho smale pese. 
And ribt so !her ben lllllDye of th""" «•• 
[..oven, tbat thogh th.ci love • lytc:, 
1'h21 scanly wolde it woie a .myte, 
Vit wolde c.hei have ;a _pound ~gni.n, 
As doth Usure in his boupin. 
Dol cenc:s such usure nnlicbe 
J t f•lle<h moce umo the ricbe, 
"It wei or love u of be)'ete, 
·rhan unto hem t1w be nogbt gn:<e, 

And, as who Ritb, beo simple and IX""'•• ; 
For aielde:n is whan tbei aecc:nuc, -4-410 

Jlot of II be thaugb Stet dccate. 
And notheles men se povene 
With ponuite And continuance 
Fulone make • gret ehevance 
And tAke or IO\'C his OV3DtagO, 

Forth with the help of his brocage, 
11>nt maken semc wber is oogbl 
And thus fulonc is love boght 
.For lito! whot, ond mochel talcc, 
'\Mith folse weyl11.,. thot thci malce. ~<.I• 

Nou, Sone, of tho! I •eide above 
Thou wost wN.t Usure is o( love: 
Tell me fonhi wh3t so thou walt, 
lJ thou thorof hast eny gilt. 

Mi fader, nay, for ought I bien:. 
For ol tho point& ye tot~ hiore 
1 wd you be ml uouthe assure, P. JJ. 1176 
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CONF"E$$10 AMANTIS 

Mi weyhte or lo\·e: and mi mesure 
Hoth be mor lruge and mor cenein 
Than cverc I tok of love aycin : ~·· 
For so yit couthe I nevere of i lcyhte, 
To we ayein be dotlble wcyhte 
Of IO>"C mor than I ha>-c yi.-e. 
for als so "'" mot I be sebn•e 
And have remission of Sinne, 
As so yit coulhc 1 nevcre winne, 
Ne yit so moehe~ &Otb to sein, 
That evere I mlbte ha•·e half oyein 
Or so full love as I ha•-e ltnt: 
And if m) n happ w~ so wet went, ~50 
That for the hole I mibte have half, 
Me thenkth I were a goddeshatr. 
For where Usure wole have double, 
Mi conscience is noght so trouble, 
I biede ""-ere 'u to my del 
Bot or the hole an halvendel; 
That i! non ex«ss, as me tbenketh. 
Bot natheles it me fonhenketh ; 
For wtl I wot that wol noght bt, 
F"or every doy the betre l se .. 6o 
That hou so evue I yi>·e or lene 
~fi love in place ther I me.ne, 
•·or oght that evere I axe or crave, 
I can nothing ayeinward ha•·e. 
Dot yit for thot I wol noght lete, 
What •o befnllc of mi bcyete, 
Tbnt f ne seh:ll hire rive and lenc P. U. 277 
Mi love and a! mi thoght so ctene, 
That toword me sdW noght ~ .... 
And if sehe of hire goode le•-e <<7• 
Re"tr.~rde wol me noght Dgilin, 
l WOt the faste of my bargain 
Schal <tonde upon so gret n lost, 
That I mai ne,·eremor the cost 
Reconn in this world til I die. 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

So thot touebende of this pcutle 
I moi me wel excuse ond schal ; 
And fono rpeke fonh with•l, 
U eny brocour for me wente, 
That point cam OC\VC m myn entente : .. s. 
So that the more me mervei!Jeth, 
What thing it is ml Lull cllletb, 
That nl myn bene and Ill my time 
Sche both, ond doth no betre bime. 

I h3ve herd seid thot thoght is fre, 
And nathclu in privete 
To you, mi (:ader, that b<-n hiere 
~lin hole schrifle rono hiere, 
1 dnr min bene we! desc:IOIC. 
Touchende usure, as I SUJ)pose, <4-490 
Which as yc toUe in love is used, 
Ml lodJ mlli noght ben excused; 
That for o lolrioge of hire )"C 
)fin bole herte til I dve 
IVitb AI tb>t evere I ~y and can 
Sche h•th me woone to hire mon : 
Whcrof, me thcnkth, good '"'"'" wolde P. 11. 278 
That sche somdel R!w~rdc tcholdt, 
And yive a part, tber sche hath al. 
T not what faDe lrienller ~ i$00 

Bot into nou )'lt dar I scin, 
Hire liste nevere yi•·e oyein 
A goodli word in such a wise, 
Wherof min hope mihte orisc, 
!.li gretc lo\·e to eompense. 
I not hou sehe hire conscience 
Excuse wole of this usure ; 
1le lruge wcybte nod gret mesure 
Scbe hath mi love, and 1 have noght 
Of that which I have dierc boght1 H•• 
And with myn bene I hove it paid; 
Bot a! that il asyde laid, 
And I go lo•·clcs aboute. 

,.,.as teUa {.ae .N XCL.B., \V -4$G.4 mibtc S miht (•icht) 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Hire ogbte stoode in ful gnot doute, 
Til scb< rec1rtsce sucb a sinne, 
That scbt wole Ill mi love winne 
And yifth me nogbt to lh·c by : 
Noght aJs so moche u 'gnant morcy' 
H ir list to seie, of wbicb I mlht< 
So,; or ml grete peiDe aU7hte. •s•• 
Bot of this point, It~, thua I fott 
As be th:u poith for his c:balTare, 
And beith it diere, and yit bath non, 
So mot be nedes povere gon : 
Thus bcle 1 diere ond hnve no love, 
That I nc mill nogbt come above 
To winne of love non encr0$4. P . U. 279 
Bot f me wolo Mthel .. 
Touchende usure or love aquite ; 
And if ml lo.di be to wyte, <S!• 

I preie to god such grace hir lltlldt 
That scbo be time it mot ameodo. 

M i Sone, of that thou bast ansucrd 
Touchcnde Osure I have aJ herd, 
Hou thou of love bast wonne smale: 
Bot tbot thou ttll .. t in thi tale 
And thi bdi theta( aecusest, 
Me thenktb tho wordes thou misusest. 
For be thin ogbnc knowlecbingc 
·n•uu seist bou sche for o lokingc •&+• 
Thin bole berte fro the tok: 
Sche mai be sud>, that hire o lok 
Is worth thin herte nlllnyfold ; 
So host thou wei tbln bene sold, 
Whan thou hast that is more worth. 
And ek of tbot thou tellest forth, 
Hou tbot bire--weyhte of love unevcne 
ls unto thin, un<lu tbe hevene 
Stod nevere in evene that babncc 
\Vhich $tl.nt in lo\ts gO'\'emanct. 4!50 
Such is the statui of his !awe, 

4518 abY' all(u' X,A.~ \VIU 4s-J ltGM. U 4$2S Tbu:abtM: 
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L I BER QUINTUS 

That thogh thi love more dr.lwe 
And poise in the balance more, 
Thou otiht noght ue .,-ein tberlore 
or duete, bot at or grace. 
•·or to-·c is lord in ertrj plaee, 
Tber mai no !awe him justdie P. U. o8o 
Be reddour oe be oompaignie, 
That he ne wole after his wiUt 
Whom tbot him llketh spede or spille. 4S6o 

To love • mon moi wei beginne, 
Bot whether he schal lese or winnt, 
ThAt wot noman ti1 o.te lnste : 
Forth! covcite noght to faste, 
Mi Sone, bot abyd thin ende, 
Per cas ol m•i to goode wende. 
Bot that thou bast me told ond s:Ud, 
or 0 thing l am rlbt wcl poid, 
That thou be sleyhte ne be guile 
Of DO broeour hast otberwhile <H0 

Engmed love, for such dede 
It sore venged, as l rede. 

7' 
(Utun .] 

Drocours of lO''e WI deceiveo, t-;_::s;o~:~ 
No wonder is tho&h thei receiven 
After the ·.-rong th:u thei decerven ; 
For whom u evue that tbei serven 
And do ples.•nce for a wbyle, 
\'il ntc ~ here oghne guile 

h hed descendeth H ie pan1t ucm· Upon here og ne · · , plum r.ot~tt• ~toa 
Which god of his vengnnce sendeth, 4&8• onarhoo qui vhn ld 

As be engmple of time go quod prop..W hab«tl 
vao«a ad IIOUC V0. 

A man ITUli find¢ it hath be so. 1\lpullt inc;n:mc:autJA 
ftl fell 10mtime, os it w:lS KDt, aUu muliercs 1Upcr-

J1~ IIICRn ftOD Y'C'-

The hibe goddesse ond the queene "'"'"'· t:. nanu 
Juno tho h2dde in comp:Unie q.aahkr haM Ndx-

t&al ....,.. In [_cUo 
A Maiden full of tricberie; 6ttreul~ pro co qao<l 
•·or ICbe wu e--ere in on o.cord P . U. 281 lpoa E«IM> I• buiw. 
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M1 • S• d1' ohucho dcde 8T 4S74 t.boJh 
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CONFESSJO AMANTIS 

With Jupiter, that wu hire lord, 
To gtte him othre lo\'es newe, 
Thurgh such broc.1ge and waa untrewe H9" 
AJ otherwise than him nedelh. 
Bot sche, which o( no scb>me dredelh, 
With queinte wordes and with slybe 
Dlentc In such wise hir lady ybe, 
As sche to wbom tb>t Juno trisle, 
So thnt thcror sche nothing wiste. 
Bot 50 pri••e mal be nothing. 
Tb>t it ne comtlt to knowlcdung; 
Thing don upon the dcrke nyht 
Is aft<r knowe on dlliea liht : iiloo 

So it befell, that ore laste 
Al that this slyhe maidcm caste 
Was overcut nnd o'•cnhrowe. 
For as the sotbe mot be knowe, 
To Juno wu don und<r$tOnde 
Tn wb>t manen: hir housebonde 
With ·(;Us brOCAgc b>th llllce usun: 
or love mar thAn his mesure, 
Whnn he tok ochre than hit wlr, 
Where( this mayden was guhif, i6•o 
Which hndde ben o( his assent. 
And thus was al the game lcbent ; 
Scbe solrretb him, as sche mot nede, 
Bot the brocour of hi; misdede, 
Scbe which hir con.'leil yof therto, 
On hire is the •·engance do: 
For Juno with hire wordes bote, P . ll. 282 
This Maiden, ,.-hicb F.cxho was bote, 
Reproveth •nd serth in this ~: 
'0 tr.litertsse. of which str,·lle _.,.,o 
Hast thou thin oghne lodi served 1 
Thou hnst grot peine wei clcscf\-cd, 
That thou canst ll:Ulken it so queinte, 
Thi slyhe wordes (orto pointe 
Tonrdes me, that om thi queene, 
Whorof thou modest me to wene 

LIBER QUINTUS 

Thot myn housbondc trewc were, 
Wban dint he lo••eth elleswhcre, 
AI be it so blm nedeth noghL 
Bot upon thee it schol be bogh~ <6!• 
Which ort prive to tho doinges, 
Aod me fulofte o( thi lesinges 
~i•·ed b>st: non is the doy 
1'h>t I thi while oquite mny; 
And for thou host to me coneeled 
Thllt my lord b>th with othre deled, 
1 schal thee seue in sueh • kende, 
Thot evere unto the worldes ende 
AI thot thou hiercst thou seb>lt telle, 
And cbppe it out o.s doth • belle.' <6<• 
And with !hAl word sche WliS rotseb>pe, 
Ther m11y no vois hire mouth :&$cape, 
Wba.l m:an that in the wodctf crietb, 
Witboute wle Ea:bo replieth, 
.-\nd wb>t wocd tlpt him list to sein, 
The some word sche seith ayein. 
Thus sche, which whilom hadde le,·e P . 11. 283 
To duolle in chrunbre, 11101 beleve 
In ~·ocl<'l nnd on belles bothe, 
For such brocoge :u wyv"" loth<, c6~o 
\\'bich doth here lordes hertes change 
And lo•·e in other plaee mongc. 

Forthi, if evere it 50 befJIIe, 
That thou, mi Sone, nmonges aile 
Be wedded man, hold thot lhou host, 
For thnnne ol olhcr lo•·c is ust. 
0 wif schal wei to thee suliise, 
And thanne1 if thou for covoitise 
or love woldest ue more, 
Thou seholdest don oyrin the lore i66o 
or olle hem that trewe be. 

:t.li fodcr, •• in this degrc 
My consdtnce is noght accused; 

463.4 qurte BT, \V 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

For r no such brocage hnc used, 
Wberof that lust of lo•·e is wonne. 
Forthi spek forth, as ye begonne, 
Of A>1lriee upon mf schrifte. 

M i Sone, 1 sdW the brancba ICbine 
Be ordre so as thei ben se~ 
On whom no good is wei beset. <6;o 

vi. Pn~ t:u-6h 't-Vrlta, llfii.JUtJ jlf'D MIIMY# rtddl 
Crununit, 'f!l Jt!lul:n t"IJU-' tlatll\l Kti"UI. 

Projll•ru n~jido non dal Jllt,l tl<tlfU CujJillo, 
Nom 9111 nu/111 sen'!, JJrdNIIila nltllt1 mtht/, 

Blinde A Villiee Of his lignoge 
For conseH :lnd ror cousinage, 
To be withbolde aye!n IIU'J!esse, P. II. ll84 
Hath onJ whO$ rume is seid Sb.rsnenc, 
The wbicb is kepere of his hous, 
And is so thurghout a.verous, 
"That be DO good let Out or honde ; 
Thogb god, him.elf it wolde ron!k, 
or yine sebolde be nothmg ~\1:; 
And if a OWl it wolde erne, 468o 
H~ mone: lh3nne (:aile nede, 
Whet god himselve ..W noght rpcde. 
And thus Slwsnesse in every pbce 
Be reson m.1i no thonk porchaec, 
And natheles in his degree 
Above aJle othrt mo.1t prlve 
With A>1lrite stan< he thill, 
For ho go\·tmcth that ther is 
In <-ell aslllt of his offiee 
t\f\er the reule or tbilke vice; ·~0 
He llilkth, he kepth, he luh, he bmt, 
T~t lihtcre is to ftc the Oint 
Tban gete or him in ~rd or neislhe 
Only the .v:olue of • tC)'SShe 
or good in belpinge or an other, 
Noght tbogb it were bis ogbne brother. 

46?0 BUIIdo AJ, S, F' lllu!rl C, B 
468-l Wh.an EC 

~68o wole A 

LIBER QUINTUS 75 

For on the cu of yirte and lone [1'•..,•""•·1 
Sc.:tnt every m.a.n for him al one .. 
Hom thenkth of his unldndescbipe 
That him nedetb no Ceb.schipe: 4700 

lk 10 the bogge and he aeorden, 
Hmt rc:ccbcth not;ht what men recorden 
OC him, or it be e>·el or good. P . U. ll8S 
For ol his tNit is on his good, 
S.. tlont al one he f>llcth ofte, 
Wh.>n he ~~ wenoth stonde a lone, 
Als ~cl an love as other wlSA!; 
Vor lO\'C is C\'Crc of 10m reprise 
To him thnt wole his love boldt. 
Porthi, mi Sone, as thou :ut holde, 4710 

Touchcnde of this ttU me thi Jichrifte : 
Hnst thou be scors or large or yifte 
Unto thl lo•·e, whom thou ..,....t? 
t 'or •ftcr that thou wei deserv0$1 
or yiftt; thou miht be the bet; 
tor that good holde 1 wei beset; 
f'or •hy thou moht the beue fare; 
Thanne Is no •isdom forto sp.ue. 
For thus men. ~ein, in e\'Uf nede 
He was wys that ferst made med~; .;» 
For where os mede nW noght spede, 
I not wh." helpetb other dede: 
f'ulofic he !<Uleth or his game 
Thot wul whh ydel bond rcclAme 
1-1 i.s houk. R8 nu'l.ny a nytc dotb. 
For1hi, ml Son~, tell me soth 
t\ nd bCl the trouthe, if thou hast be 
Umo thy IO\'C! or $kars or (re. 

Mi foder, 11 lath &londe thus, Coafcalo Amantis. 
That of the trcsor ol Cn:su• ill" 

And al the gold Octo,;en, 
fonh woth the nchesse Yndien 
Or Prrle> and of ric: he stones, P. IL ~6 
Were a! togedre myn :u ones, 

4191 Ry ( llil .o All ... Ua. B \ lk,., c ·· 
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;6 CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

sette it 01t nomore :~.compte 
1ban woJde a b:u-e stmw amonte, 
To )i•e it hire oJ in • <by, 
De so that to that suete may 
I m}'ble li\c or more or l6Se. 
And thus be e>.use of my scarsne.st 4740 

\'e mai wet understonde 3nd hel'C 
·n," I ach"l noght tbc ~·01110 ochi"e 
The pourpos which is in my thoght. 
llot ylt I yaf hir nevere noght, 
Nc therto dorste tt prorre mnkc; 
For wei I wot scbe 1vol noght !like, 
And ylve wol sc:be noght nlso, 
She is eschu of bot hc ruo. 
And this I trOwe be the skilc 
'fo.,·a..rdes me, Cor sche ne wile 4;5o 
Tlut I 1 .. , .• coy c:au.e or hope, 
Noght also mochel as n drope. 
llot to•asd otbre, ns I mai se, 
Sche ~:tkth and yifth in such deere, 
That M he wcie or frcndlihiede 
ScJw, e>.n so kcpe bir wommanhiede, 
That every man spekth of hir wel 
Bot sche wale uke of me no del, 
And ylt schc WOI wei th.11 I wolde 
Yh·e and do bothe " 'luu I $<lholde 4;6o 
To ple.wn hire in ol my myht : 
lJu reson tl\is wot every "'tyht, 
For that rnai be no wcic: nstenc, P. U. !287 
Thcr sche i.s mnister of the hcrte, 
!><:he mot be m:Ustcr or the good. 
For god wot • •el th>t al my mod 
And al min bene nnd al mt thoght 
And oJ mi good, wM I have oght, 
Al• [reliche as god b:uh it yi\'<, 
It IChol ben hire., while I li\'<, 4;;o 
Rtbt "' hir hst birself commande. 
So tb3t It nedetb no demande, 

4738 Oy to AMX •• 81, 8 4739 lmyhtc~ h m. AM •• , Ot, 
~ ... 4 414A Tb.at il5dW l:t• ... n.. 4no IKhal n r 

l.II3ER QUI NTUS 

To axe of me if I he SC3tS 

To lo''C, for os to tho p:m 
t wo1e ansum: and .seie no. 

Mi Sone, tlut is n'bt wei do. 
For often tunes of ~<:nrsnesse 
It both be .en, that fa< the !esse 
Is lost the more, a.s thou sdu.lt hiere 
A tlllc lich to this m:uiere. 
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Skarancsse Md love_ a.cordeo nevere, rT ~~ou o.-. s.uuo 
For C\'Ory thing is wei the Ievere, AMP Caoc:a-u.t.} 
Whnn thnt n 11131'1 b:ub bogbt it dlere : 
And forto spekc in lhis matiere, I fie 1oquhur tont.ra 
Jlor Sp3ringe or a litcl cost 11101. (.ul Au.rida 

•t.rh:tJ IAJ'IitAtlt ben~ 
Futonc t.itnc a m:\n hath lost ll<n~a•ln arnorl• au.5a 

11 I (i lh h d confundYnt. £1 ponh te ~rae cote or e o . ~ktiiiJ)Ium, qualitc.r 
What man that SCU'$ is of his good Croc.,.tlarsmo et hD· 
And wol nnoht •i,~ be selul n-~l uake: l&tia lllbtoo..,. au· -o I ·~ ...,.... NAI c\ lcn<i~«.aa de 
With yifte a man mai underUke •1 .. ..,.,... Viole, que 
The bihc god to plese ODd queme, pul••-- fui~ 

donh \araiaaa.U dr· 
\\'ith yinc a m.1n the: world m1i demc ; cumuco•t. 
~·or ••~ry cre>.tUic bo~ P . II. 288 
If thou him ytv<, is glad tberfore, 
And eHry gbdschipe, "' 1 finde, 
Is c:onfort unto lo,·es kinde 
And causeth one n man to spede. 
So was he ~..,. that ferst yaf mede, 
For mede kepctll love in houtc; 
Bot l"her the ntcn ben ooveitouse , 11oo 

And aporcn rorto )'h·c A part, 
Thei kno..-e nogbt Cu11ides nrt : 
For his fortune and his nprise 
I)Mdclgnctb aile co•·eitise 
And hateth aile nygnrdie. 
And forto lol<e of this partie, 
A soth en .. mple, hon it is so. 

I finde write of llabio ; 
Which hadde ~ lo\·c ~t his men>ge, 

4181 That maD Ht •.• 0. 
419lt yilt• OfM, HI R.CLB· 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Ther was non r~ o( hfre :tgt, 4s 1o 
And hibte Viola be name; 
Which full of yonthe and ful of pme 
Was or hitscll; and brge and fre, 
Bot NCb an other ebinebe as he 
Men wisten nogbt in aJ the lond, 
And badde affilited to his bond 

His ""'"'"~ the which Spodius 
W:ts bote. And in this wise chuJ 
The worldcs good of suffi<:Ance 
"'•• bad, bot llkinge Md piCS<lnce, i8JO 
Of tbOl belongeth 10 ricbesse 
Of IO\'e, $lod in gret dtsU'C55C: j 
So lhAt this yonge lusty wyht P. II. <a89 
Of thing whieb fell tO loves riht 
Wu evele served oveml, 
That sebe wo.t wo bego withal, 
Til that Cup;de and Venus eke 
A medicine for 1he seke 
Ordeigne woldea in this cu. 
So :IS fortune tlunne ....., 41ao 
or IO\'e upon the destine 
It fell, riht as it scbolde be, 
A freissb, • fre, a frendly man 
That noght of Avarice c:tn, 
Which Croceus be name hihte, 
1'owtard thls swete ca.'ftC his sihte, 
And tber scbe was c;lm in presence. 
Sche sih him ln.rge or his despence, 
And amorous and glad of chien; 
So that hir liketb wei to hiere 4s1o 
The goodly wordes whicbe he ••ide; 
And thcrupon of lo'-e he preide, 
or love ..... al that he menle, 
To 10\-e and for sche sebolde ._Ole, 
He ~...r lure yiftes evere among. 
Bot for men sein that mede is $U'OIIg. 
It was wei seene ot thilke !)'de; 

,.a,,. such ..... A.MKCl .Sri Spoodcgs Ha ..•• B• Spo.iiu.s T 
iltl ln o•. RCO.. 

l..IB£R QUINTUS 

For u il tcholde of ryht be1yde, 
This Viob brgeoce luth ttlte 
And !he nyprd sebe bath forsalr.e : .. so 
Of Babio sche wol no mort; 
For be wo.t gruccheade evcremort; 
Ther was wilb h•m non other fore P. U. ll90 
Bot forto princbe and forto SJlllrt; 
or worldes muk to gete ene:ress. 
So goth the wrecche loveles, 
llejoped for his Skarcete, 
And he thnt l:uge WM and fre 
And Melle his herte 10 despende, 
This Croccus, 1he bowe bende, i86o 
Which Venus 10k him forto bolde, 
And sc:houc al• one as evere he wolde. 

Lo, thu1 departetb 10\·e his ta .. e, 
That what man wol nogbt be felawe 
To yive and spende, as l thee telle, 
He it noght worthi forto duelle 
In lo,·es court to be relieved. 
Forthi. my Sone, if l be lieved, 
Thou schalt be large of thi despenee. 

Mi f2der, in mi conscience •'10 
If ther be eny 1bing amis, 
1 wot amende it after this, 
To·ward mi lo,·e namely. 

Mi Sone, wei and redely 
Thou sebt, so that we! paid withal 
I am, ond forthare if I scbal 
Un1o 1hi schrifie specefie 
Of Avances progenie 
What vice auieth •fler this, 
Thou schall ba••e wonder hou it is, .Sio 
Among the folk in eny regne 
Thai ••eb a via: myhte r<gne, 
Which is comun at aile usaies, P. II. 291 
Ao men mai 6nde nou adaics. 

<Is• Rr.bloA ... a, .S56 thc) heAl! 486o odleue 
(&eb .. ) JXERCS. ,.848 l ) u aT )ou H. . •• a, <8r.o wold a 
•8J1 tbll )Ia H.E ••• S. 
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rid-e., que logr&thudo 
dlttA 1!11.. c:ulus cott• 
dic,onom noli toham 
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CONFESSLO AMANTIS 

\'ii. CMIItla uui11TU, dhiJ '' 911i l'tiJUid tt"tttU,/1 

IN•JHIIUII i~rpa/1 dra~ VM•/"''" 'Vfrl. 
N~tlf t/Dittr al#!rge sial, 9•• sl/Ji t«<is fUiflt..llflt 

TT.-zZil, /.I l, flu tluuil ,,.,, llii,Uif, 

The •-ice tik unto the fend, 
Which ne.-en: yit """ manoes frend, 
And cleped is Unkinde.ihipc, 
or covine and or fcl:uehipe 
With Avarice be is witbholdo. 
Hion theokth be scbolde noght ben holde ,sll" 
Unto the moder wb1cb hitn bar i 
Of him mai nevcrc man Uc wnr, 
He wol noght knowc. che: motile, 
For that he wolde it noght llqulte; 
Which in this world a mochel used, 
And (ewe ben tberof OJ<Cused. 
To teUe of bun is endcles, 
Do< this I seie n:ttheleo, 
Wbcr os this vice comtb to lond"-
Tber ultth nonun his thonk on honde ; <9"0 

Thogh he with aile his mybtes SM"e, 
He odllll of him no thonk desave. 
He takth "bat eny """' wol yl•e, 
Bot whil he hath o day to h•·., 
He wol nothing rewarde aycin ; 
He grucchetb forto yive o groin, 
\\'her be bath take a berne fulL 
That nlllkth a kinde herte dull, 
To scue his trust In Moch frendliChij>e, P . II. •9• 
Ther :tS be lint no ltindeschipc ; <9•• 
And forto spcke wordes pleine, 
Thus hiere 1 many a man complelgne, 
That oou on da.tes thou schalr finde 
At nede fewe frendes kinde ; 
What thou kut don Cor hem tofore, 
II a foryete, os it ,....., lore 
The bokes spckeo of this ,;ce, 
And telle hou god or his justice, 

Utu• ""*-' "ii. 2 dkta que SBT dic;aque AJM, FW cU~iqve 
(dlrd quo) Jl,£ .•• B• 3 alonp AJ, F a toop SB 

LlBER QUINT US 

Be .. de of kinde And el: nature 
And every llfissh creature, 
The bwe also, who that it kan, 
The• "'"mpnen an unkinde man. 

II is at on to seie unkinde 
As thing wh1ch don is ayein kinde, 
•·or 11 with kinde ne""• stod 
A m>n to yclden eve! for good. 
For who thot wolde tllken bede, 
A beste is glad of • good dcde, 
And lo•eth thilke creature 

8r 

After \he IAwe of hlJ nnture 4930 
Whoch doth him esc. And forto sc 
Of this moliere Auctorite, 
Fulofte time it hath befolle ; 
Wheror ' U\le atnongts allc:, 
Which is of olde tll$lmplerie, 
I tbcnke Corto specefie. 

To apcke or on unlriodc mon, 
I finde hou whilom Adrun, 

[TALl or Aoauo''' 
A.D BA1t0t"'"1 

Of Rome which • gret lord ....,.., 
Upon • day os be per cas 

P. H. "93 

To wode on his huntingc "ent., 
It hapneth M • soudeio wente, 
ACtcr his chace .. he pouGuietb, 
Thurgh h•PI~ the which nom;m esehuictb, 
He fell unwor into n P"~ 
Whcr thnl it mihte noght be let. 
The (>"t wns dep and be fell lowe, 
That or h1s men non m)'bte knot.·e 
Whe:r he b«Am, for non wns nyh, 
Which of his fall the mes<:hief syh. 
And thus ol one ther he by 
Clcpende ond criende ol the day 
For iOCOur and dc.liver.Lnce, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

1'11 nycln Eve it fell per chance, 
A while eT it began to nyhte, 
A povere man, which .Bardus hihte, 
Cam •• forth w.Ukende with his asse, 
And h adde gadred him a tas>e 
or grene lticltes and o( dreie 

To adJ.~ who that •olilo hem bei"
Aa he '•bich badde no liftode, 
llot """ nne he mybte oueh a lode 
To tow:u: with his .Asse c=arie. 
And as i t feU him forto t.>rie 
Thot like time nyh the pet, 
And both the tluloe Cute ltnet, 
He horde • vois, •bicb cride climme, 
And be hi• · Ere to the brommo 
fbth leid, I utd borde it WU 3 m&n, 

Which seide,. ' Fl.a, help luor Adrian, 
And I wol ' i•en half mi aood.' 

The po"cn m~ this unduuod, 
As he th>t "''>Ide gladly winne, 
And to thi. Ia rd which ...., withinne 
Rc IIJXlk ond tleide, 'If I thee •ve, 
Wh•t sll<c:ruW< l sehal I hue 

or '""""""'· 11a.11 allerward 
Thou ..-olt me 7 ive such rewud 
As thou bchihta t nou tofore ?" 

Tbat other h•h his othes .... _ 
& hO\-cne and be the goddcs aile, 
rr that it mybtll .., befalle 

Tbat he out ol the pet him brogbtr, 
Of :LII the gocxks whiche he oghte 

He schal ""'"' evene b:LJ,·endeL 
This Bardus oeide he wolde •el ; 

And with tl>i• word 1lis J\.Qe onon 
He let untrusse, >Lid tberupon 
Doun goth tho corde mto the pet, 
To whieh he bath at ""de knot 

UBER QUINTUS 

A S:af; whetby, he seide, be wolde 
'lib:lt Adrian him sch<>lde holde. 
Bot it ... tho per chance r.u .. 
lnto thot pet w•• ol$o folie: 
An Ape, which at thilke thro~ 
Whan that the corde C>Jn doom loft, 
AI sodcinli thertG he sL 
And it in bothe bise anne. cl c. 

And &rdus Wlth his l'i!lfie """" 
Him lmtb updrawe, a nd be i~ gon. 
But whon be 51b it wu an Ape, 

P. II. 2!)S 

He wende al badde bell a j>pe 
Of foieric; •nd IIG!C hi.o> dmdde: 
And Adrian cflsooe cndde 
For help, ond crid~> and preide fast., 
And he dl3one IriS corde cute ; 
Bot whan it c:ua omto the groucx~., 
A gret Serpent it bath bew<>unde, 
Tho wbieh Jlardus anon up drooh. 
And tbanne him tbogbte wei ynouh, 
11 wu fantosme, 001 yi~ he herde 
The ''Ois, and be therlo anwerde, 
• What wiht ort th<>u in gnddes n;une 7' 

'1 om,' quod Adrion, • the some, 
1\'bos good thou schalt ba,-e evene half.' 
Quod &rdus, • Tho nne • goddes half 
The thridde time 11$$Aie I seb:LI ' : 
And ~te his corde forth witb:LI 
Into the pet, nnd whon it cam 
To him, tbi1 lord of Rome it nam, 
And therupon him bath adresccd, 
And with his hand fulofie blessed, 
And tbanne be bad to B>rdus b:Lie. 
And he, which undentod hi• t:tle, 
Betwen him ond hjj Asse al o<>fie 
futh dn«e ond set him up alone 

f-OJ C 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Wuhouten harm al «ely. 
He seith nogbt ona c grant me:rci: 
Bot str.~ubte him forth to the cite 
And let this po•-ere Baldus be. ' 
And natheles this simple man 
His coven.:mt, so as be can 
lioth :ued ; and thll other' selde 
l( so be that he him umbroide ' 
or ogbt th•t both be speke or do, 
It schol ben venged on him 10, 

Th•t him were betre to be dcd. 
And he can tho non otht!r red 
Uut on hls we aye.in be cash:• 

P. II. 296 
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liis trusse, and hieth homwllfd roSie . 
And wh•n thot he earn hbm to bedde 
lie tolde hls wir hou tlul he spedde. ' 
Rot finaly to •peke oght more 
Unto this lord be dradde him sore, 
So th:u a word ne dorste he sein : 
And thus upoo the monre ayein 
In the uunere as t recorde. ' 
Forth with his Asse and "~tb his corde 
T 0 pdre wode, as he dcde er 
He goth j nnd wlan that he ~m ncr 
Unto the pbce where he wolde, 
lie h•th his Ape anon beholde, 
Wl>ieb hadde gadred al •boute 
or sllckes bierc nnd there n route 
And leide hem red)• to his hand, • 
Wlteror he made his trossc and bond . 
Fro d.1i to dai •nd in this wi.<c ' 
'ntis Ape prorreth his servise, 
So that he baddc of wode ynoult. 
Upon • lime and os he droub 
Toword the wade, be sib bdyde 
The grete gastli Serpent glyde, 
Til tbat schc c:om in his pr-, 

P. il. 297 
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I.. I 8ER QUINTUS 

And in hir Kindt ~ reverence 
Sc:be bath him do, and ronh witbol 
A Ston 100r bnht tlun s crisulll 
Out or btr mouth tofon: his weic 
Scbe let doun bUt, and we.nte aweie,. 
For thot be ~ehal nogbt ben adr;ld. 
Tho wu this povere ll:lrdUJ gb.d, ~o;o 
'Thonkcnde god. ond to the Ston 
lie goth ond t:~kth it up >non, 
.. t\nd htllh gfet wonder in his wit 
rlou thot the besle hitn bath aquit, 
Wher thot the mnnnes Sone hath tiilled, 
for whom he hnddc ntOllt tr•voiled. 
Bot ol he putte in gocldcs bond, 
And tornctlt hom, and whot he fond 
Unto his wlf he h>th it scbewcd; 
And tb<4 th>t wuen bothe le .. -ed, fo!o 
Aeorden that he iebolde it selle. 
.\nd he no len~erc wold< duelle, 
Bot ronh anon upon the ule 
The Ston be prorrcth to the .:de; 
And rdll u he himself it scue, 
The jueler onon forth fette 

liALit OP ;\OKlAIC 
AJU:t liA.•bt..:&.) 

The gold ond made his paiement, 
Tberof wlll no deb.il!l11ent. 

Thus "'h•n this Ston wos boght and sold, P ii. ag8 

llomwnrd with joie mMyrotd !01)0 
Thi! Bardus golh ; nnd 'flt•hnn he cam 
Hom to his hOus nnd lhnt be nom 
tHs gold out of his Purs, withlnne 
He fond hit Ston nbo therinne, 
Wheror for jote his herte pleide. 
Unto his wtr and thus he seide, 
• Lo, htc.r my gold, lOt bier mi Scon l' 
His wif bath wonder tbeTUpon, 
And oxeth hint hou tb>t tn3i be. 
• Noo be mi uoutbe 1 not,' quod be. 
• Bot 1 dar swere upon a bolt, 

~ • • '"" HaRCLB• 
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AII.O B•uut.l 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

That to my Man:lwu I it tole, 
And he it hadde wb.an I wente : 
So koowe I noght to what entente 
lt is nou bier, hot 11 be gnu::e. 
Fonhi tomorwc m ocher place 
J wole it ronde (orto selle, 
And if it wol noght with him ducllc, 
Bot crepe into mf purs ~yein, 
Than dllr I saufiy swerc and sein, 
It is the venu o( the Ston.' 

The morwc cam, and be is gon 
To secbe aboute 10 other stcde 
ffis Ston to ad~ and he so clede, 
And Jcfie it with bia chapman there. 
Bot whan that he cam eUeswbere, 
In pr<senc:c of his wif at hom • '"'ut of hia Purs and th.'lt he nom 

$Ill) 

His gold, he fond his Ston wf·L-• •. p 11 UllU , , 299 
And thus it feU hilll ovm~ 
Where he it soldc in sondri pbce, 
Such wu the fonune and the gmec. 
Bot so wei m•y nothmg ben bidd, 
That it nys ate lute kidd : 
This &me goth oboute Rome 
So fcrforth, that the wordcs come 
1~o them(le'rour Justinian; 
<\nd he let scndc for the mao, 
And oxcde him hou that it was. 
And llordu$ tolde him nl the ca• 
Rou thnt the worm ond ek the beste, 
Althogh thti madcn no beheste, 
His travail hadden wcl oquit ; 
Bot he which lwldc a monnes wit 
And made his co•tnant be moum,; 
And swor theno aJ that he couthe 
To parte ond yhen lwf his good, 

JIJO 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Hath oou foryete bou that •t stod, 
As he which wol no uouthe bolde. 

This Empuour ol that be toldc $••• 
Hotb herd, and tbillr.e unkindenesse 
lie scide he wolde himself redruse. 
;\nd thus in coun of juggcment 
This Adrian wns thanne usent, 
And the querelc in audience 
Occlorcd w:as in the presence 
or themperour llDd many mo ; 
Wbcrof was moehel speche tho 
And gtet wondringe omong the press. P. 1i aoo 
Bot ate bste no;tbelcs 515• 
For the portie which hath ple>gned 
Tbe b.we hath diemed ond ordeigned 
lle hem that were aviscd wei, 
That he $Chal have tbe h.~lvendel 
'l'hurghout of Adri•nC$ good. 
And thus of thilke unldnde blod 
StAnt the: memoire into this dAy, 
Wherof that c•·ery wysn•on may 
Ensunplen him, ond take tn mynde 
\Vhat sdwne it is 10 ben unk.indc: ; .;t6o 

Ayetn the which rcson debat<:th, 
And every crC3ture it hAteth. 

Jo"onbi, mi Sene, in thin omce 
I rcde II~ th•t flke vice. 
For riht as tbe Cronlque ~lth 
Or Adrinn, hou he hi• fclth 
Fory3t for worldes CO\'Oitise, 
Fulofte in such • toaner wise 
Of lovers DOU a tn:Ul mai IC 

Full manye that unkinde be: 5170 

For wei beboll! ond e•-ele lute 
That is hue lif; for ate bste, 
Whan th>t thci have hete wille do, 
Here lo\'e i3 :U1er sone ago. 
What scist thou, Sone, to this ets 1 
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Conff"it!Qr. 

CONFESSJO AAIANTJS 

Mi f>der, I "01 scie Helu, 
That evero such a man was bon; 
Wbiclt wh>n he h>tb h;, troutbe suoro 
And hath or love wh>t he wolde, 
'!'hat he at cny lime ocholde 
Evert nfler in hi• bette finde 

P. il. 301 

'fo fulsen and to ben unkindc. 
Bot, fnder, Ql touchtndc or me, 
I m!li noght stonde in thnt degrt; 
For I tok nevcre of lo•·• why, 
That I ne rna• wcl go tbtrby 
And do In)' profit clles wbere, 
For eny rped I finde there. 
I dar ,. .. , thenken al aboute, 
Bot I ne dar noght speke it oull! · 
And if l dorlle, I woldc pleigne, ' 
'l'h>t sche for whom I so!Tre peine 
And lol't hir evcrc olkhe hote, 
'That nouthcr )' h'C ne bebote 
In reW'llrdinge of rni servisc 
It lisl hire in no mantr wise. 
1 wol noght S.:O)' that ..,he is kinde, 
And forto s:u sche is unkinde, 
'lll:.t dar I noght ; bot gnd abo•·e, 
Which dtmeth C\'Ctf herte of io•·e, 
He wot thot on myn O(!hne side 
Schol non unkindesehipe obide: 
If it ..ehol with mi lndi duelle, 
Thetof dnr 1 nomore tclle. 
Nou, goode fader, aa it is, 
Tell me whnt thenk~th you of tim. 

6180 
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~fi Sone, of that unkindeschipe 
The which <O"'nrd thi bdischipe ' 
Thou plcigt>Ht, for ache woltbee DO(!ht, P.li. a"" 
Thou tlrl lO bb""'n Of th3l tboght. !UO 

For it =• he th>t thi de.lr, 
Thogh it brenne eve"' as doth the fyr 
Per cas to hire honour missit, ' 

51Bo e.ny (lm. Alf 
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LJBER QUINTUS 

Or dies time com noght ytt, 

Whiob ll>ndt upon thi desune ' 
Fortbi, mi Sone, I rede thee, 
Thenk we~ what evert! the bef>lle; 
1-'or nornan h>th his 1uste5 olle. 
llot os thou toldest me before 
' l'hat thou to IO\'~ nn noght forswore, 
And hnst don non unkindencssc, 
Thou n1iht lheror thi grncc bte.,c : 
And Jer nogbt tlut contlntunce; 
~·or the• mai be no sm:h grcvanee 
To love, os is unkindeschipe. 
\\'berof to kept thi ..-orschipe, 
So os these olde bokeo ule, 
I schal thee tetle • redi tole : 
Nou herkne nnd be wei wor therby, 
For I wol telle it openly. 

M yno;, ns telleth the l'octe, 
The which .-bilom WOS king or Crete, 
A Sone b:tdde lllld .\ndrocl1ec 

( hf011AT11VDL) 
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AMb ""I.MIItl'• l 
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n.nlra vtroe •mon 

U OlO Athe:Oe.i rorto h.•Tt: inptOL lt n•tnl 

\\'as send, ~ so he b.1.r hirn there, quaUtC"r n.tt('u Cad· 
m-i fiJJu.- ('OUil~ !Uf· 

For thot be n.s of bih lign:>ge, (ultu• Acfriac"• R•tco 
Such pride he tok in his conagc, MJ'"I'&OI ftlle. '" lfomo 

P 
.. que taborinthll.'J did· 

1·Mt be (oryeten hath the Scoles, · u. 303 tur MlnO\II.Utum viol: 

And in riote among the fules 5l-to vnd4; 111e:..:uJ Adti· 
~t.jllne aponfllllt& cClrtia• 

f l c dcde nUJ.nye thint-te" wronge; ahncl~romlu.cn•lpe•m 
And u.stth lhUke 1if so Ionge, vna cum ft<lr.~<~rote 

"'"' • CrciA ""C'*m 11-11.~ 
'fil ate last:e a( that he wtoghte tlltio du.-lt. Scl •la· 
He food the mesc:hief which he soghtc, tun poska obllto ~:ra• 

tit...d.irlll txndlao A· 
\\'herof it fdl th>l he WU al~in. drla& .. m lpoum ul· 
His b.der, which it herde AID, uuklft 1.n •n•ula Cbio 

L- L- •h ~pft"l&M pol' lt:rp.• 
\\'as wroth, :s.nd al tnoll e\'Cf'e nc:: mt lt., rC".Iiqutt • c:t Fccf,..ra 
Q( men of Armes be him f.lightc AW11111 .abl tpo",_.. 

d ' h h tam lllptut t"'r''!la• A strong pouer, a.n ,on e wente ult. 

,S:ti.S alaodt 5, F atut AC, R atAnde) J lbl] )'e. tL • • • 0. 
sn~ trot louo 1-h ••• D, 5:t36 bAr AJC, BT blareS, f" $231 ,,.,'8'·" 
~ufTh 1u11) rullut BT S239 ""'T•" vlnc1t l h •• • 0• 524-:a wed 
AM , , , lh, \V $2 .. 8 dfabtc F dlhtc AJ 111111 to af.;q ,·,. l • .535~ 



l l' .u.( or TNo.nr. 
~" AaJAOU.) 

CONF.ESSIO AMANTIS 

Unto Acb<nJ'$, where be b~nte 
The pl<10e contre aJ aboute : 
Tbe (.~let stode of him in doute, 
As thti that no defence hodde 
Ayein the pouer which he bdde. 

l!gtus, which "'"" there king, 
His conscU tok upon this thing, 
For he WllJ thanne in the Cite : 
So thAt or (>es into tr<tee 
Betwen Mynos and £eelis 
Tbei Idle, ond ben acorded thus ; 
That kina M yno. fro >'"' to yeere 
Receive sdW, as thoc sclmt here, 
Out or Atbenys for tru>ge 
Of men that weN> of myhti Age 
Personet nync, of whiche he schal 
His wille don in spcciru 
For vcngoncc of his Sones deth. 
Non other b'I'OC<: lltcr ne geth, 
Bot fono take the Juisc; 
And th>t ,.... don in such ~ wise 
iVhich otod upon a wonder c:>s. ' 

For thdke ume so " was, 
WheN>( that men yit rode ond singe, 
King Myn011 haddc in bio kep<nge 
A cruel Mon.rue, 25 scith the gcsce : 
For he WlU holf man :111d half be$tc, 
And Minotaurus he w:JS hate, 
Which was l>egtlc In • riotc 
Upon I'IUiJ>he, hi> oghnc wir, 
\l'htl he wu oute upon the strlf 
Of thilke grete Siege at Troie. 
Bot scbe, 11'hich loot hath oUe jole, 
\Vb:lll thot sche •yh this MoMUe bon:, 
&d men ordeignc .onon tbetfore : 
And (ell thot ilke time thu., 
'lber wu o Clerk, on DecWus, 
1\'hoch haddc ben of hire """'"' 

P. II. 304 
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Or l L-t hlr wodd wa.s so mdwent; (T•u. or THua.W 
1101. uo A.JUAC»eflt.) 

And he made of his oghnc wit, 
Whtrof tbc rtmembrance is y•c, !l9" 
~·or M•nouu~ such 2n hous, 
Which wa.c so strange and mervellous, 
Thilt whllt mnn that 1'1'ithinne wtnte, 
'l'her was so uuny a. sondri wcnte, 
Th•t he ne scholde noght come oute, 
Jlut gon 1unased ol ahouto. 
And in this hous to Joke and warde 
w .. Msnotaurus put on wude, 
Tbot what hf thot therinnc e:un, P . li. 305 
Or m:m or bcste, be owerc::am !loo 

And slow, and (edde him thcrupon; 
And in this .rise uuny on 
Out or Athen)'S for Lrll3g< 

Devoured weren in thal rage. 
Jlor every yeer the1 5Chor•e hem so, 
'J'hel o( Athcny"' er thei go 
Toward that Oke wofull chonce, 
AI it w:as a.et in ordinance. 
Upon fonunc btre lot thei cute ; 
Til that Theseus ote b.ste. 31•• 
Which .,.,.. the lr.inges Sone thert, 
Amonges othre thot cber •·ere 
In thillr.c yeer, os it befell, 
The lot upon his chance fell. 
lie wu o worthi knibt witholle ; 
And whan be sib this chance fnllc, 
lie rerde .. tbogb be tok nan hitdc, 
lkot ol thot evere be mihte •piede, 
Wuh him and with his ftbschlpc 
•·ortb mto Crete be goth be Schipc ; ~1•• 
1111er tl\Ot the king ~lyn011 he oogh~, 
.\nd pro~th .U thot be hom oghtc 
Upon the potnt of here ru:ord. 

~- worldl lord OT ~ Uu:nnnc) t:\IU bu~ tU · ·. lh 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

This ste.me kin;;. this cruel lord 
Tok e•·ery cia)' on of the Nync, 
\nd J1Ul him to the di!copline 

Of Minot:lure, to be dt:\'OUrcd ; 
Bot Theseus was so b'ourcd, 
Tl~at be ..,._, kept til 2tc b>te. P. il. ao6 
And jn the mctnc while be Cl'le ~JJO 
Wlun thing him were best to do: 
And fell tb.lt Jldriagnc tho, 
Which WO$ the dowbter of ~I ynos, 
And badde herd the ~'Orthi lOll 
0( Theseills nnd of his rnyht, 
And syh he was n lusLi kniht, 
Hire hole hcrtc on him sc::he lcid~, 
• lnd he olso of lo •·• bir preidc, 
:io fe:rforth that lhci were al on. 
~\nd s.che ordeigneth tlunne u.non :&'"o 
In v•tw nunerc: he Kholdt: tum U\·e, 
lnd scllop so th•t ..:be dede him 1\.1\·e 

.\ clue of thn:d, of which withinne 
Fcrst Ole dore he sdul beginne 
\\'ith him to bke that on cndt, 
Tlut wh.ln he ,.,·olde :l)tinnr-J ""t':ndc. 
He mibte go tbe ame wdc. 
And over this. so as t teie, 
or t>ich sebe tok him n (>elate, 
The which he !SCbolde mto the thtotc 5.l.SO 
Of M inomore caste rilnc : 
liuch wcpnc olso for hirn ••·hu dlKlit<, 
'limt he be rcson roni noght f.tllo 
To m:lke an cndt or hi$ b:a.:aile; 
f"or sche hln1 ta.whte in aondri wi:K:, 
Til be • .,, knowe or thilke cmpri>e, 
Hou he this bcstc sc:huldu qudle. 
\nd thus, schon tale forto tcllc, 
So "" thl5 ~bide hun IIJdde uwht, P. ii. 307 
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Thoseus with this Monstre fowb~ •;6o tT•'-' or T11ucus 
Smot of h1s bed. the which he n.am, 4

"
0 A•••n•t.1 

And be the thred, so "" be com, 
lie goth :l)'tin, Iii he we~ oute. 
Tho wu gm wonder 41 aboute : 
M ynoo the tribut hoth relessed, 
And so was al the ,. . ......., OC51Itd 
lletwen ALhcne and hem of Crete. 

llot now to speke of thilke suete, 
Whos bc.lutc wns withoute w.:ane, 
l 'h is (nlrc Molden Adrianc, 5J7• 
Wl.nn thAt s<.he " " Th<...,Us sound, 
Wu ncvero yit upon the ground 
1\ &ladder wyht than scbe was tho . 
'l"hosetls duchc • dol or tuo 
Whcr that Mynco gret chieJe him dede : 
Th ... UJ in A pn~e stede 
Hotb with this l>hiden spoke and rouned, 
Tb.lt sche tO him wu abandooned 
I n al t b.lt evere tho t schc cou the, 
So thot o( thilkc ltwy youthc H'• 
Al pn•·cly bet..-cn hem nreie 
The fenite flour he tok aweie. 
~'or be so f~ire tho behihte 
ThAt C::\'CfC, whit he li•;e milue, 
lie scholde hire take for hi• wif, 
And •• his oghne henes lif 
lie scholde hire love and trouthe here; 
And 1chc, which mihte noght forbere, 
So sore loveth him nyein, P . U. ao8 
That what os cvere be wolde sein 
With ol hire herte sche belie•·eth. 
And thus his pourpoo he achieveth, 
So thot ossured of h•s troutbe 
With him Khe: wwte-, and thu -as routbe. 

~·ed~ hore yonger Soster eke, 
A lu<ti ~bide, a !IObre, a mcke, 
Fulfild or one curtesie, 
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l'or Sootrrhode and eomp:tlnie 
Of lo•·e, which w:os hem b<tuene, 
To sen hire Sost~ mad a queene, ~ ... oo 
llire foder lene and forth och<: wente 
Wub him, which a1 his faste ~tente 
1.-ory>t wrthinne a httl throwe, 
So that rt wu ol ovcrthrowe, 
Whon schc best wende it scholde <tonde. 
'11le Sdup w:os blowe fro the londc, 
Wherin thot thel sciltnde ,..~; 
This Adrbgne both mochel (ere 

Of that the W)'l\d 10 IOude b~U, 
A• sche which or the S<e ne kneu. 31ro 

And pccide fono mte a whyle. 
And 10 fell tlut upon an )k, 
Which Chyo hthte, thei ben dm~ 
111rtre he to hire hi• le•-e hotlt yi•·• 
Thot sche 1thol Iondo and we hire ,...te. 
Rol thot wos nothing for the boste : 
For whan 1eho ,. .. to Iondo broght, 
Sche, ~·hich thot tune thogbte noght 
Bot olle trouthe, ond tok no kepe, P. II. 309 
l lath leid hire sortc !orto alc:pt, ~.f-oil) 
!\s sche which Ionge both ben forwacched ; 
6ot ccrtes sche WliS ovele mncclted 
And fer from nile loves kinde J 
l'or n>OI'Il chnn the b<sto unltlnde 
ThelC!iis. which no trouthe kepte, 
Whll that tltt! yongo lndi slepto, 
l'ulnld or his unkind<l~Chipe 
Hath al foryete the goodschipe 
Which Adrlune him hnddo do, 
And b>d unto the Schipn>en tho SH• 
H•le up tho l<!il and noght obydt, 
And forth he goth the same tyde 
Towo.rd Athone, and hire ruonde 
l ie lefte, whidl by nyh the •tronde 

$4Uf. Aad 10 feU }4l vpoo u Ue 
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Slepende, til that ~ehe owolt. 
Dot whan that sehe cast up hire lok 
Toword the stronde and sib no wyh~ 
Hire herte ""' so sore aflyht, 
'Thill sche ne wlste what to think~ 
Dot drouh htre to the ""tet brink<. H .. 

Wher lObe behicld the See at brge. 
Sche 11h no Sch•p, lObe 1ih no barge 
Alo ferfonh as lObe mihte kenne: 
• Ba lord,' tc:be Kidt, 'which a Senne, 
As at the world IOhal aner hiert, 
Upon this woful womm.tn hiere 
This worthi kniht hath don and •rccht ' 
I wende I h•dde h•s love bosh~ 
And so deserved ore nedt, P. U. 3JO 
Wbon lhoL he stod upon his drede, !A~• 
And ek the 1... he me behihte. 
It is gret wonder hou he mihte 
TOWllrdes me nou ben unkinde, 
And 10 10 lete OUt of his mynde 
Thing which he oeide his oghn< mouth. 
Dot •ller this whan it it couch 
And dmwe into the worldes f•m<, 
It schal ben hindringe of his name: 
For wel he wot and 10 wot [, 
lfc ynf his trouthe hndlly, Sl elo 
That he myn honour seholdo kepe.' 
And with that word sche gon to wepe, 
And BOM\'Ctb more thlln ynouh : 
lfiro r.;.., " """e• sehe todrouh, 
And with hirself 10k such a stri(, 
That sehe betwen tho deth and Ill 
Swounende lay fulone among. 
And al WlU this on him along, 
\Vhich wO\S to love unlcinde: 10, 
l:Vhero( the wrong KhaJ evcre.mo 64;"0 
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CONFESS!O AMANTIS 

Stonde in Cronique or mnembrunce. 
Aed ek it asketh n '·enJ:3nee 
To ~n unkinde in 1o- as, 
So as These\is tbanne ....., 
AI tbogb he wete • noble kniht ; 
For he the lawe of lo\U riht 
Forfcted bath in aile wcie, 
Th:u Adringne he puuc awe~e, 
Which w:u a gret unkinde dede : 
And ofier this, so ns 1 rede, 
l'edra, the whioh hir Soster is, 
He tok in stedc of hire, nnd this 
l"'cl nftcr\ilard to mochel teene. 
l'or thil1~c vice of whi( h l meene, 
Unkind...:hipe, where it falleth, 
Tbe ttouthe of mannes hcrte it pc~lleth, 

Th>t he C:ln no good dede aquitc: 
So mol be stonde of oo merite 
'ronnl<s god, and ek also 
Men clrp<n him the worldes ro; 
r or be nomore than the fend 
Un~o non other man is frend. 
Bot Ill toWll<d himself Ill one. 
Forthl .. mi Sone, in thi persone 
This vice above aile othre fle. 

Mi fAder, as )·t techen me, 
1 thenke don in this matiere. 
Dot over tbis nou wolde I hiere, 
Whc.ror 1 sch.lll me schryve more. 

Ml goode Sone, and for thi lore, 
Mtcr the reule of CO\.'eitise 
l scbal the proprctc devise 
Or e\·ery vi~ by ond by. 
Nou herkne and ~ wtl w>.re therby. 

'iit VtrihtJ u d(U"Q I'U IDIIit l11tt RII/JilftJ, 
Fl11nS tl insu"/Q fllirJif~ •111111 t41JII. 

ln the lignoge of A..Oce, 
~li Sone, yit tbe.r is :a. 'ice, 

,,.eo .ncr )lat S . . . .4 SSOO u for DT 
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Hit n'b~ name it is Ra\ine, 
Which bath a route of his conne. 
Ranne among tbe molstres daelletb, 
And wltb his a<rvantz, .. men ~ 
Extorc:ion is nou witbbolde : 
Ranne of othre menn<s folde 
~rakch hit !order ond paieth nogbt; 
~·or wher as even: it mol ~ soght, 
[n his bous ther schol notbiag laeke, 
And that fulnllc obyth the poeke 
or povcrc men that duelle nbouce. 
Thus rtant the cornun poeple in doute, 
Which an do non amendement; 
For wbanne him faileth pc~iemen~ 
Ranne mokth non other skile, 
Dot takth ~ itrengthe what be wile. 

So ~n ther in tbe same wise 
Lov~ u I th~ sclW deyjse, 
Tbot wban nogbt ell<s mol aVl111<; 
Anon wtth screngthe thei ass;We 
And gete or lo,·e \ be sesine, 
Whan thei ae time, ~ Ranne. 

Fonbl, mi Sone, scbrif thee bier, 
If chou ba.st ben " Ranner 
or love. 

Cert~, ro.der, DO: 

~·ur I mi lodi love so, 
That thogh I were as was Pompeie, 
That ol the world me wolde obeie, 
Or ellcs sueb .. A~S3ndre, 
I wolde noght do •uch • sk.laundn:; 

55>0 

.suo 

Tt is no good man, which so doth. P. U. 313 
In good roth, Sone, thou seist soth: 

For he that wole of poun•ean<Je 

Be such • wcie his hate avonce, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Re scbal it after sore abie, 
Bot if tbtse olde ens>mplcs lie. 

Nou, goode bder. tell me on, 
So u :r• c:unne m:myon. 
Touchende of lo•·e in thiJ m•tierc. 

Nou list, mi Sone, and thou oclmlt ht«e, 
So as it hath befalle er thtl, 
In loves cause hou that it is 
A man to lltke be h>'ine 
The preie which is remeHne. !-&flo 

Thor was • real noble king, 
And rlebc of aile worldes thing, 
Which of his propre cnheriuo.nee 
Atht:nes hadde in govcm.ance, 
And wbo .10 thenke tllerupon, 
His name was king Pandioo. 
Tuo douhlre$ hadde be be his wif, 
The whiche he lo•-ede as his lif; 
The ferste doubter Progne bihte, 
And th~ K<Xtunde, :u Jche wei mihte, u6o 
Was cleped hire Philomene, 
To whom fell after mochel tene. 
The foder of his pourvunoe 
His dougbte: Prognc woldc avanoe, 
And yaf hire unto maringe 
A worthi king of hih lignagc, 
A noble kniht eke of his bond, P, il. 3'4 
So w:u he kid In evl!l')' lond, 
Of Trnce he hibte TereU•; 
The clerk Ovide tellcth thu•. fill• 
Tbls Tereils Ills wif hom bdde, 
A lusti lif with b.ire he hadde; 
Til it befell upon a tydc, 
This Progne, as ocbe by him bcsyde, 
llethoughte hit hou it mihte be 
That sdte bir Sostc:r- m}'hte K, 
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And to hir lord hir wt11 schc seide, (T•u or Tun ... ) 

With goodly won!es and him p<eide 
That sche to hire mihte go: 
And if It liked him noght so, ssto 
That thanne he wolde himseh-e wende, 
Or elles be som other sende, 
Which mihtc hire diere Soster grie<e, 
And Khape hoo thot thei mibten miete. 
Hlr lord anon to thot he berde 
Ynf his ncord, and thus onsuerde: 
1 I wole,' he seidc, '(or thi sake 
The wde ancr thi Soster take 
M iscl(, ond bringc hire, if I may.' 
And Khc with th.t~ there as he by, 5690 
Began him in hire 11rmes clippe, 
And kist htm with hir softe Iippe, 
And reidt, 1 Sire, gran~ mercy.' 
And he sone ttlter .,., redy, 
And tok his le•-e forto go; 
In lOri time dede he so. 

Tbit Tereut goth forth to Schipe P. !l 315 
Wtth him and with Ills febschipe; 
& See the rihte cours he nom, 
Into the contre til he cam, 56oo 
Wher l'hilnmene ....,. duellinge, 
And of hir Soster the tidinge 
He toldc, ond tho thci weren glade, 
And mochel joie of him thei mode. 
The (odor and the moder bathe 
To levc here douhter wcren lothe, 
Bot If thel wcren In presen<e; 
And natht1es nt re,·erence 
Of him, thot woldc himself uavaile, 
Thci walden noght he !ICholde fllile &6to 
or that he preide, and yive hue !eve: 
And sche, that wolde noght belove, 
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In aile hRJte mnde hire yore 
Toword hir Soster fono fare, 
\\

1hh TereUs ond forth schc wentc. 
And he with a l his hole entente, 
Whan sche """ fro h1r frendes go, 
Assoteth of hire lo,·e so, 
His yhe myhtc he nogbt withhold<, 
That he ne moste on hir bebolde; ;6•o 
And with the sihte he gon des~rc, 
And sene hiJ oghne hene on fyre ; 
And fyr, whan It to tow oproc:heth, 
To him anon the wcng1he oaoc:heth, 
T.t with his hete it be devo~md 
The tow ne moi noght be socou~ed. 
And so thot flro.nt nviner, P. ii. 316 
\\'h:~n that schc wu in his pou.er, 
And he therto Awh time and pW:e, 
As he that lost hath aile grocc, s6.10 
Foryat he wos a wedded '"""• 
1\nd in a ro.ge on hire he mn, 
Riht os • •·olf which t:lkth his preie. 
And sehe begnn ro eric and preie, 
'0 (;,der, o mi moder diere, 
Nou help I' Jlot thei ne mihte it hiere, 
;lnd schc waa of to Htel nt)'ht 
Defense ayein so ruidc o lmyht 
To make, whonne be " 'M so wod 
Th:u he no reson undcrstodJ 5a,,o 
!lot hield hire under in such wise, 
Tha t >ehc nc myhtc noght a rise, 
!lot, lAy Oflpresscd nnd dcsescd, 
As rf • go•hauk h11dde 1(!5ed 
A brld, •·hich dorste noght for fcre 
Remue: and thus this timnt there. 
lleroft hire 1uch thing •• men sein 
Moi neveremor be yoldc ayein, 
And I hat w~ the "iq;inite: 
Of auch RAvine it was pice. s65o 
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Bot wbon sche to hirselven com, 
And of hir mesehief hiede nom, 
And knew hou th:u ache ns no maide, 
With wofull herte thus sche ~Ide: 
• 0 thou of aile men the worsre, 
\\'her wu th« C\""e're man that don.te 
Do such a dede as thou hast do? P. II. 317 
That doi sehal falle, I hope so, 
That I ochal telle out ol rni fill<; 
And wuh mi spcche I schal fulfille !66o 
The wyde w01ld in brede and lengthe. 
That thou hoJL do to me be ouengthe, 
If I among the poeple duelle, 
Unto the poeple I sehal it telle; 
And if I be withinne wall 
Of Stones closed, thonne I schol 
Unto the Stones clepe: :and cr.e, 
And tell en hem thi felonie; 
And if I to the wodes wende, 
Ther schal I tellen tnle ond ende, ~670 
And erie it to the briddes oute, 
Thot thci ochul hiere it ol oboute. 
For I so loude. it schn1 reheree, 
That my vois seh•l the heveno perce, 
'rhat it ochal soune in goddes Ere. 
Ha, false 11111n, whc!re Is thi (ere? 
0 rnor cruel thnn cny bcste:, 
Hou h11St thou holden thi IJchellte 
Which thou unto my Soster modest ? 
0 thou, which aile love ungiAde<t, 6~So 
And nn en.sample of nlh: untrewc, 
Nou wolde god mi SoMer knewe, 
Of thin untrouthe, hou th•t It stod I' 
And he than as • Lyon wod 
Wirh hise unhoppi hondes strange 
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Hue aauhte be the truscs Ionge, 
IVith wbiche he bond ther bothe hire :mnes, 
That ns a 6eble dcde of """<5, 
And to the grounde nnon hire cas~ 
And out he clippeth niJo fnste 
H ire tungc with o pcirc acheres. 
So what with blod and what with teres 
Out of hire yhe nnd of bir mouth, 
Re made hire faire foee uncouth: 
Sche by swounende unto the deth, 
Ther ""' unethes eny breth ; 
Bot yit wlun he hire tunge refle, 
A lite! part thenar belefte, 
Bot sche w1th aJ no word mai soune1 
Bot chitre ond u o brid jargoune. 
And notheles that wode hound 
Hir bodi bent up fro the ground, 
And sente hir there •• be his wille 
Schc aeholdc obyde in t>rison stille 
For cveremo: bot nou tak lucde 
What after fell of this misdcde. 

Wiwme ol this mcschief wu bdalle, 
This Tertii$, th•t foule him falle, 
Unto his contre horn he tyh; 
And •bon be com his paleis nyb, 
ffis wif ol redi there him keptc. 
Wlun he hir •lh, anon he wepte, 
And th>t he dcdc for deceite, 
For sche began to ruce him streite, 
• Wher is ml Soster?' And be seide 
That sehc w.. dcd; and Prognc abrcide, 
As aehe thot ..... o wofull wif, 
And stod b<:tuen lure deth and li~ 
or tlut sche benle IUCb tidinge: 
Bot for scltc 11'h hrre lord wcpinge, 
She wende noght bot alle trouthe, 
And b:ldde wei the more routhe. 
The Perlcs wr.rcn tho fol'llllte 
To hire, 1111d bloke clothes take; 
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As ache thot wu gentil and kinde, 
Ia wacsclupe of hir Sostres rnynde 
Sche m.1de a riche enterement, 
For ache fond non amendement 
1'o rygben or to sobbe more : 
So was tber guile under the gore. ;73• 

Nou ltYC- l\"e this king and quoene, 
And tome ayein to Pbilomene, 
As I bcgon to tellen erst. 
Wh:m sche cam into priaon ftrtl, 
It thogbte a kingco douhtc:r '"""II• 
To mokcn so soodein • clunge 
1-·ro welthe unto so grete a wo; 
And sche beg:ln to thenke tho, 
Thogh sche be mouthe notlung preide, 
Withinne hir hertc thua ache selde: ;;.o 
'0 thou, nlmybty Jupiter, 
That hibe ,;ist and lokcst fer, 
Thou «<ffrm many • wrong dolagc, 
And yit it is aogbt thi wiltingc. 
To thee ther mai nothing ben hid, 
Thou wost bou it is me betid : 
I wolde I hodde noght be bore, P. ii. 320 
t'or tb:lnne 1 hodde noght forlore 
Mi apeche and m• vuginue. 
!lot, goode lord, al ill in thee, l7l• 
Whao thou lhO<of woh do vengonee 
And sc.b:lpe rni dellvcronce.' 
And e.'·ere among this lndi wel)l~, 
And tbogbtc th•t scht ntvere kcpte 
To ben a worldes womman more, 
And that ache wiaheth ••·ercmorc. 
!lot oftc unto bir Sootct d~ 
Hrre berte 5peltlb In this nunere, 
And oeide, • Ha, Sooter, If ye knewe 
or nlyn 3..\t:lt., )e wolde rewe, s;6o 
I trowe, 11nd my deli•·emnce 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

{TAu or Tt•a-ua.] \ 'e ~·oldc schnpc, and do \"t!opntt 
On him that Is 110 fols • ""'" : 
And notheles, so •• I can, 
I wol you 6<1ldc oom tolmmge. 
Whcro( ye sehul h.tve knowlccbinge 
Of thing 1 WOl, that '!cl>aJ you lothc; 
The wbieh )'OU toueheth and me bothe.' 
And tho wothinne o wbyle ols t)'t 
Scbe ....r n cloth of Sclk ol whyt sno 
II' ith letn:s ond rmagerie, 
In which w;u al the fclonic; 
Which Tereils to hue h.ttb do; 
And lappede it togedre tho 
And scue hir signet therupon 
And sende it unto l'mgne AnOIL 

The m.....,gtr which fonh it bor, P. H. 321 
11'11>t it omontetb is noght w:u; 
t\nd ruthcles to r"''!De he goth 
And 11rilely takth hire the dod>, ))$o 

And wcntc oyein ribt os he cam, 
The coun uf h1m non hiede rum. 

Whnn Progne of Philomcne horde, 
Sche wolde knowe ho\1 thnt it rerdc, 
And opneth tbot the n>>n hath broght, 
And wot thcrby what hnth be wroght 
And 11·hnt mesehief thor is befolle. 
In swoune tho schc gon doun fnllc, 
And cftc: nros ;,nd gnn to s1onde, 
1\nd tfi ll<ht lOXlh thO Clotb Oil bonde, •790 
Dchi<ld tho lettres ond thym>ges; 
Dot nte loste, 'Of sucbe ouhrngcs,' 
Sche ~eith, • wepinge is nogbt the bote: • 
And swerth, ir th:n sc.he hve mote, 
h S<hnl be venged otherwiJe. 
And with thAt schc gan hire aviso 
Hoo ferst IIebe mihte unto hire winne 
ll1r Sosttr, dut noman w,•ithinne, 
Bot only thei thllt were 1uore, 

5:165 wold(e) H1 f.CR,, W 5769 tyt (ot) AC, 58 tyd J. F 
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It scholdc knowe, •nd ~~Chop therforo &8 .. [T•u •• Tc,..o .. ] 
'l'b:u Tereiis nothing it wistc; 
And yit riht •• hirsch•en listc, 
Hir Soster ns delivered tone 
Out of prison, •nd be the mont 
To l'rogne sche .. .,.. brq:ht be nybte. 

Wb3n eeh of Other h>dde • oihte, 
In eh>mbre, thor thei ... ere ol one, P. II. au 
Tbei madtn nuny a pttous mone; 
Bot Pmgne tn011t o( sorwe made, 
Wbich Sl'ht hir Sooter pale •nd f>de !Ito 
And opochelos ond deshonoured, 
or thot sche hodde be deftourtd ; 
And elt upon hir lord oehe thoghte, 
or th.•t be so untreuly "'fO!lhlt 
And h.tdde his espou..-.ile broke. 
Scbe malttb • vou 11 ~~th.tl be wroke, 
And with th.tt word sehe lrneleth doun 
Wepinge in grot dcvocioun : 
Unto Cupidt ond to Venus 
Sche preide, and sci de th.1nne thus: sS•• 
• 0 ye, to whom nothing nstene 
Of lo\'C m:tl, for every hertc 
Ye knowe, as ye that ben above 
The god nnd the goddesse of love; 
Ye wltcn wei thnt cverc rit 
With a l mi will and nl my wit, 
Sitb rem yc schopcn me to wedde, 
'M>nt l loy with mi lord obcddc, 
~ hllvc be: lrtwc in ml degre, 
And everc lhoghte forto be, 381• 
And neve.re love in other pl:u:e, 
Bot nl only the king or Tmee, 
Which is mi lord ond I his wif. 
Bot nou alios thiJ wofull &trif I 
That I him rhus ayeinword finde 
The moot untre•·e and rno.t unkinde 
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to6 CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Th•t c•·ere In ln~i nrmos l•y. 
And wei 1 WOt th•l he DC m.1y 
Amende hi• WJOng, It is so STet . 
For he to lyttl of me let, ' 
1\'ho.n he myn oughne Sostet tole, 
And' me that am his wrr rorsok • 

P . u. a•a 

l.o, thus to Vcnu• nnd Cuplde 
Sche preidt, and furthtrmor sche aide 
Unto Appollo t~ habeste, 
And oeidc, '0 rn)'lhti god of reste, 
Titou do V<ngJlnce of thJS deb.1t. 
Ml Soller nnd nl hire ._"'" 
Thou "·os~ nnd hou &chc both forlor< 
Rir tllllidenbod, and I lherfore 
In al the world scbaJ bere 3 bbme 
or th3t mi Soster hath a scharne, 
Thnt Ter<ils to hire l sente : 
And wei thou wost that myn entente 
Was ol for worsebipe and for goode. 
0 lord, th3t yifst the ln-es fodc 
To "'"'1 wybt, I pr<i thee hiere 
Th<s wofull Sostres th.1t ben hiere, 
And let ous noKiil to the ben lotloe • 
We ben t.bi.n oghne womme-n OOthe/ 86o 

Thus pleigneth l'rogne and axeth wreche 5 
And thogh hire Soster l;tc:ke speche ' 
To him th>t aile tlungcs I\'Ot ' 
Hfr-e sorwe is nCJShl che l3.3SC hat: 
Rot he lb•t tbnnne bnd herd hem tuo 
H izn oughte b.l.ve sof\\·ed everemo ' 
f'cr. son<e whiCh ""15 hem betu-. P. il. 32<1 
W oth •ignes pleign<th I'hOomene 
\ 

I ' 
t nd l'rogne lH:tth, ' It sch>l be wreke 
Thnt aJ the world theror sebal •peke/ 
And Progne tho aekntliSC: feignetl1, 
\\'hero( unto hir lord ~ pleigneth, 
And pretth schc moo.te hite cb;ombr<S lcepc: 
And u hir liketh Wilke and slcpc. ' 

5837 ladla (IAdyu) J-h ... Ba 58.59 noshtj ncuer J41 ••• p, 
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LrBER QUINTUS 

And he hire grnntetb to be so; 
And thus togedre ben thci tuo, 
Tb..t wolde him bot • lite! good 
Nou herk hlersfter hou it stod 
Of I\'OfuU ountrea tb..t befellc : 
The. Sostres, thnt ben bathe felle,- s~!to 

And thnt """' noght on hem olong, 
Bot onlithe on the STOle wrong 
Which Tereiis hem l~dde do,-
Thei schopen forto •·enge hem tho. 

This Tereiis be Progne his ...,r 
A Sonc hath, which as hils lif 
Ire lo•·otb, ttnd !this be bihte : 
His moder wiste wei sche mthte 
Do Tereiis no more grief 
Than sle this child. whtcb "-as 10 lief. s•go 
Thus ache, th~t •·o~t, as who seith, mad 
0( wo, which h:uh hir ovcrlAd, 
Witboute insihte uf moderhede 
Fof)-at pile and l<»tc drede, 
And in bn cb;ombre prirely 
ThiS child wlthout<n ooisc or ct')' 

Sche olou, ond hie11 him aJ to pieces : P . ii. 3•S 
And nfkr with ~ivcNiC spic:<:cs 
The ftelssb, whan it .,.., so tohec~c, 

Sc~ ukth. •nd onakth therof • scwe, ;goo 
With which the fodcr >t his mete 
Wns son·c:d, ttl he h•dde him ete; 
Thal he ne w•-.u~ hou LbQ.t It stod, 
Bot thus his nughnc ncissb and blod 
I limte:ll de\"'Urdh ayein kinde. 
At he th:u ...._, tofote unltinde. 
And th.:anne, er thQt he were ~rile, 

l'or that he scholdc hen ngrise, 
To ..-hewt:n him the child wus ded, 
Thil Pbilomenc tok the bed l9•• 
Bctwcn tuo dS..h•'f, ond :tl wrothe 
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[TAU: or Truva.1 

CONFESSIO /\MANTIS 

Tho comcn forth the Sottrcs bothe, 
And seuen it upon the bord. 
And l'rogne tho begon the word, 
And scade, '0 WCrtlC o( aile wicke, 
or coniCiencc. whom no pric:.kc 
Moi stere, lo, whllt thou hast do I 
t.o, hier ben nou we Sostn:s tuo; 
0 R:u inC":r, lo hier lhi 1,rc:ie, 
With ..-hom .., f•bltdle oo the weie ~9'• 
Thcu ha<t thi tir.annre wroghL 
Lo, nou it is oomdcl •bo!!ht, 
And bet it sdu~ for of thi dede 
The world schal "'~ singe ond rede 
In remembnanee of thi def•me: 
For thou to love has~ do sud• sclwne, 
Thot it sdul nC'"t'fe be fOf)'ete.' P . it. 326 
Wnh that he sterte up fro the mete, 
And scho( the bord unto the Oor, 
And cauhte :1 swerd anon and suor !9JO 

That thei ~~<:holdc of his handes dye. 
And thei unto the goddi!jl eric 
Hegunne with so Joude :1 stcve:ne, 
That thei were herd unto the hC'\'cne i 
And 10 o twandmge of an yhe 
The goddes, thnt the meschief syhe, 
Here formes chnngen nllo thre. 
&hon of hem in h11 d<ogre 
Was torned into hrlddes kinde ; 
DiYerseliche, ns rn~n mai Iinde, s9..,o 
Arter th>auu thnt thci were inne, 
Here form~ were set Mwlnne. 
And •• It tclltth in the tole, 
The fcrtt Into • nyhtlngale 
Was ~~<:hape, And that was l'hilomene, 
Which in the wynte:r is noght acne. 
For thonno ben the le••es folie 
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LIBER QUI NTUS "'9 

And naked ben the buisshcs •lie. [T•u: or Tu ucus.] 
for aftC'r that ache wns a. hrid, 
Hir wllJ was e\·ere to ben hid, ~950 
And forto duelle in pri•e pL'ICe, 
Tbot nomon scholde sen hlr f•cc 
For sehome, which mai noght be Lused, 
or thing tlut .... tororo ~sed. 
Wb:rn tbot sehe lootc hir nuidenhiede: 
for e,·erc upon hir womm.anhiede, 
Thogh tlut the goddes wolde hire ch•nge, P. IL 307 
Sche tbenktb, and is the more •tr.ange, 
And halt hir dec the wynlltl doy. 
Bot wbon the wynter goth awoy, 
And tlut Noture the goddesse 
Wole of hir oughne rre lllrgosse 
With berbes ond 'fith lloures bothe 
The fddes and tbc medwcs clothe, 
.\nd ek the wodC$ ond the gre•·es 
Ben heled ol with grene l"es, 
So that • brid hire hyde mai, 
He-twen ,\\'tril and ~brch and ~bii, 
Scbe that the wrnter hield hir clcs, 
For pure sch;1me nnd noght nrCM, 5970 
Whan thnt schc seth the bowes thikkc, 
And lhat t.her is no bare sdckc, 
Uot al is hid with le•·C!I grenc, 
To wodc comth this Pbllomenc 
And moklh hlr ferste yeres Byht ; 
Whcr ~ ache 1ingeth dny and nyht, 
t\nd In hir song ol or•enly 
Sche makth hir plcignle nnd sdth, '0 wby, 
0 why ne were I )'il n m:aide? ' 
For ao these old• wise uido, 19So 
Which understodcn whot sche mcnto, 
Hire notes ben o( t:uch tnteme.. 
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110 CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

(TA.U or fun."'L ) And ole thcl seide hou in hir song 
Sehe omlah gret Jbie llDd menhe among, 
And scitb, • Sa. nou I am a brid, 
lla, nou mi &~ mai ben hid : 
Tbogb I have lost mi Maidenhedc, P. II. 328 
S<ml nollWl "" my thckes rede.' 
Tin"' medl<tb sehe with joie wo 
And with bir SOIWe merthe :tlso, 5990 
So th>t of I0\'0$ m.'lladie 
Scbc makth di..,... melodie, 
And scith love is • wofull blim. 
A wisdom which e:Ln nom:us wisse, 
A lusti ficvcrc, a wounde 10ne: 
'l'bis n<>te sche rcherceth ofle 
To bern whiche understonde hir ••le. 
Nou b.\vc I of this nyhtingmle, 
IVboch em .. .,., cleped Ph!lomene, 
Told al tmt cvere I woldc menc, -
Bothe of hir forme and or hir note, 
Whennf men mai the &toric note. 

And or hir Soster Progne I Iinde, 
Hou oche wu tomed out of kinde 
Into :t Swalwe swift of winge, 
Which ek in wynter lith •wounynse, 
~fhtr as sche mai nothing be aenc: 
Bot wbnn the world is woxe grene 
And comen Is the Somertide, 
Than Oeth schc forth and ginth to chide, 6ooo 
And chitrcth out In hir langagc 
What falshod is in m:lringe, 
And telleth in n m.\Oer spcche 
Of Tercus the Spousebreche. 
Schc wol oogbt in the wodes duelle, 
~·or ,;cbe wolde openliche telle; 
And ole for thnt sche waa a spouoe, P. IL 309 
Among tbe folk scbe comth 10 bouse, 
To do thes ")•cs undcrstonde 
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The fakhod of hire bousebonde, 6o:o 

Tmt thei of hem be ""' 3lso, 
For tber ben omnye untrewe or tho. 
Th~a ben the Sostmo briddes bathe, 
And ben tOward the men so lotbe. 
Th•• theo ne wole or pure scbame 
Unco no mannes hand be tame; 
~·or everc it duclleth in here mynde 
or that thei founde a. mllD uokinde, 
And thnl was folse Toreus. 
If such on be onoonges 01a 6oJO 
I no~ bot his condicion 
ll.te.n scin in every region 
Withlnnc tounc ond ck witboute 
Nou regneth comunliche aboute. 
And natheles in remeonlmrnce 
I wol deciJite what •engance 
'fhe goddea haddeo him ordeined, 
or that tbe Sosua hadden pleigned : 
~·or anon after be W:tS changed 
And from bts ogbne iinde str.mged. 6o,o 
A bppewincke mad he ....., 
And thus be bop~th on tbe gr.u, 
And on his bed lber stmt upriht 
A creste in tokne he was a kniht; 
And yit untO this tbi men seith, 
A lop~wlnekc hath lore his feith 
And is the brid falseste of aile. P. u. sao 

J)(:wnr, 10i Sone, c.r lhee so fnlle j 
For If thou he or such covine, 
To ge:te or love be R:..,;ue 6oso 
Thi lust, it mai thee (aile tho., 
N it befell or Tereus. 

Ali fader, goddes forebode! 
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CONFESSJO AMANTJS 

Me were Ievere be rortrode 
With wilde ho,-, and be todmwe, 
Er I aycin love and hi• !;awe 
Oede eny thing or loude or stille, 
Which were ooght ml l>di wiUe. 
~len sein thnt every love hath drcdc; 
So rolweth it that I hire d~ ~6o 
For I hire Jo-·e, and who so dredeth, 
To plese his lore and '""'"e him nedeth. 
ThUJ mal )"C lmowen be this skile 
That no RAvine don 1 wile 
Ayeln hir will be such n >Veie; 
Bot while I ll•·e, 1 wol ob<!ie 
Abidinge on hire courtesie, 
I( eny merci wolde h~r phe. 
Fon.hi1 mi ("der, as or this 
1 wot noght I have don amis : 15o:o 
Bot furthermore 1 you heseebe, 
Som other point that ye me teehe, 
And :ueth fonh, if ther re anh~ 
Th11 I mai re the reue lllUbt. 

ix.. Vikal t •l rx .JjKJils's- pmuii1Juamti/JI tu.Nittllu, 
Qua ~'\''"'"' fJo!Jufu.s, /alr11 fNrllrJ!tl iur. 
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Si I«IU ut ojdw. c~tuu lflllla tim.tf. 

Whan Co"'itise in povere asw 
Stant with himself upon debat 
T hurgh l•c.kc or hiJ mi•govenmnc:c; 
That he unto his sustlenonce 
Ne can non other weie Iinde 
To sete him good, thonne as the blinde, &>So 

Which seth noght wbat ~ehal after f•lle, 
Tbnt ilke vice which men ctille 
or !l.obrerie, be t~kth on hond.c; 
\Vberof I><! lr.ltcr and re londe 
or thing which ochre men beswinke 
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He get him cloth and mete and drinkc. 
H in1 rec:ehcth noght what he beginnc, 
T burgh thefte so t.hat he mai winne: 
forthi to maken his pourehu 
Re lith a .... itende on the pas, ~ 
And what thing that he seth tber p:we, 
He lt\kth his part, or more or la.sse, 
[f it be worthi to be take. 
Ele c:an the paclces wei r:uwke, 
So prh·ely renh non aboute 
His go1d, th:u be ne fint it oute, 
Or other juel, wh.:at it be; 
He lllkth it as his proprete. 
ln wodes and in feldes eke 
Thus Robbt-rie goch to seke, 6roo 
Wher u he m:li his pourpos Iinde. 

And riht so in the o:rme kjnde, 
My goode Sone, as thou miht hiero, P. II. aa• 
To •pcke or love In the matiere 
And rmlte • •·erni resemb~nee, 
Ribt u a thief ~mlnh hi1 ehw.anee 
And robbeth mennes good aboute 
In wode and field, ~·her he goth out.e, 
So be thor or these lovers some, 
In wylde nedes wber thei come 6rro 
And Anden there • ~-omman able, 
And therto pbce co•·enable, 
Withoute !eve, er tb•t thtl f>re, 
T hci toke n parte of thOl cbaiTare: 
Vee, though sche were • Scheperdem, 
Yit WOI the lord O( W2.fttOUnes!e 

Assaie, llithogh sehe re unmete, 
For other mennes good is 5Wete. 
llot thoro( wot nothing the )"if 
A t horn, which lovcth as hir lif 6 .. o 
Rir lord, :tnd silt •lday wisshinge 
Allu bir Jordes hom eomynge: 
Bot wlun th>t he conuh hom >t eve, 

6rot pou:reb .. 5 ... .c. 6103 ul or AliRCl hee.ro H1 o•n. E 
6uo wyldec F wbcr) ~l' AM 611 .• hlr(c) ch.aJf.an! 1-l1 .. . Dt )I ch~ M 

• . • I 

113 

LRouu.v.l 



[Ro .. ,n.] 

Con(c:aOr. 

(~IPTUJf' A,_D 
Cotumc-~1 

llic JoqultW" coru.ra 
itt0111 ln •IDOri:s c.saa 
~~ qat cw:D Ia 
MJuafuniveto~• 
~nrla"ll upinun, (or
ttna.a itt contratium 
opc._ranar. Et urnt 
qalod cmn Nep~unus. 
qu ~_mclll m vll'Jhu:m 
GO•lnc Comk-UD If)· 
lata luxtt IU.tC dtam
hWaate- opprim.tnt 
... luno wot.-t. 
wpena.ea5~tu "Pan. 
,,.._. c manibul QUI 

vltflnlto<c klmla 
&l""tlua bbu&llk, 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Anon he maltth his wir beleve, 
For schc noght ell"" scholde knowc : 
He tehh hire hou his hunte hnth blowe, 
And hou his hounde< have wei runne, 
And hou ther rchon • merye Sunne, 
And bou his haukes Rowen wei; 
Bot be wol telle her nevere o did 61 .1" 
Flou he to love. untrewt: w.u, 
or thnt he robbe<le in the I'JI\1, 
And tok his lust under the oehowe P. li. 333 
Ayein lo\'e and Dftin his b-A·~. 

Which thing, mi Sone, I th<e rorbede, 
For it is on ungoodly dede. 
For who that ttkth be Robt:.erie 
His love, he mal noght justefic 
Hls couse, 11nd so rulofte sithe 
~·or ones tb>t he hath be blithe 6••• 
He sch:U ben after sory tbrics. 
E=ple of suehe Robbencs 
I find.o write, as thou schalt bier<, 
r\eoTdendc unto this moliere. 

I ":de hou whilon• w:1ll a Molcle, 
The (auate, u Ovide s:ude, 
Which ""' in hire time tho; 
And sche .... or the clwnb<e o1so 
or Pallas, which is the gocldesse 
J\nd .nr to MAne, or whom prouesse '•s• 
1o yove to Lbesc worthl knihws. 
For he is or so grete mihtos, 
Thnt he governetb the batlille; 
W"11bouten birn nuy noght onilc 
Th<! strange bond, bot be il belpe ; 
Ther mai no kn)'ht or armcs yelpe, 
Bat be fcihtc under his bancre. 
Bot nou to speke of mi tnaliere, 
Thts faire, (reisshe, lusti 1rn1i, 
AJ one u Khe wente on a cbi th6o 
Upoo the wonde fono pleie, 

Job AM 1>< ILXGRB• )o EC -~ "'"' -· B 

LJBER QUINTUS us 

Ther cam NeptunU$ in the wtie. [Nt:~~:x~,.D 
Whkh hnth the See in govemoncc; 1'. II. 88'1 
And in hi• herte such plesonce 
He tok, whan he this :.loidc alb, 
Tbat ol his bene :uoo on bib, 
For he so sodeinliche unwar 
Behield the be>.ute thnt sche b<u-. 
And coste Anon withinne his he.ne 
That sche him scbal no wcle osterte, Gt7• 
llot ir he tl\l:e in >v:mtoge 
Fro thilke maide som pi!Age, 
Noght or the brocbcs ne the Ringes, 
Dot or oome olhre smale thingcs 
He thoghte (J<\rte, er that oehe wente; 
And hire in bathe bise ormcs hente, 
And putte hi• bond townrd the cofre, 
Wher rorto robbe he made • profre, 
That lusti U<SOr rono ltele, 
Wbith puseth otbre gooclcs !de 61So 
And cleped is lhe maidenbcde, 
Which is the ftour or WOinmonbede. 
Thi• Mnidcn, which Cornix be name 
WM bote, clredende alle tchnme, 
Sib that sche mihte noght debate, 
And -.rei ocbe wiste be wolde algate 
Fulfille his Just ol :Robberie, 
Anon begnn to wepe and erie, 
And acide, • 0 Pallas, noble queen e. 
Scheu nou thi mybt ond let be sene, Gogo 
To kepe and s:1•e myn honour: 
Help. that I lese nogbt mi Hour, 
Which nou under thi kcie is loke.' P . II. 835 
Tbat •ord was ooght so sone •poke, 
" 'han J>~n.as scbop recovtrir• 
Aficr the will and the dcsir 
or blre, which a Maiden was, 
And sodeinliche upon this c::u 

616:1' Neptimld AH1R, BT, fb 61&, M lOll) a150Cl H1 · · Ba 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Out of hire wommllnissbe konde 
Into o briddes like I finde 6>00 
Scbe ._-:u transf'ormc:d forth witb.al, 
So th>t N<ptunus nothing ml 
or such thing .. he wolde have &tole. 
With fe~>eres blake as eny cole 
Out or hi.st: armta in a throwe 
Sche ftih hefore hi• ybe a Crowe; 
Whicb wM to hirl! a rnorc dclit, 
To kepe hire maidenbede whit 
Under the wede of fethen blake, 
In Perk-s .. •hytc than for~ttkc 6uo 
1'ht no lif mai rntore oyein. 
Bot tbus Neptune his herte in ,-ejn 
Hath ur><>n Robberie sett ; 
Tho bridd is Rowe and be was let, 
The faore ~lo.ide him lutb es<:>ped, 
Wherof for evere he wo.s bejoped 
And scorned of that he hath lore. 

Mi Sone, be tbou wu therfore 
That thou no maidt nbode stele, 
Wherof rncn sen deseses fele 6no 
Aldo.i befalle in sondri wise; 
So as 1 sdW thee )'it de,;se 
An other tale thcrupon. 
Which fell be olde do.ies gon. 

King l.ochoon upon his wif P. II. 335 
A dowhter h•dde, • goodly lif, 
A clone Moide o( WOnbl r.~ 
Calistona wbos nbte name 
Wns cleped, •nd of many a lord 
Sche wat besogbt, bot hire aeord ,,1• 
To Jove myhle nonun winne, 
As sche which hath no lull tbcrinne ; 
Rot swor withione hir bette and said< 
That sc:be wolde e\·ere ben a ll!aide. 
Wherof to kcpe hircself in pes, 

6215 .\Caldel 1Dl17 "' • • • a. 
b~• \V &r:J4 vrol 8 
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LIBER QU INTUS 

With suche as Amadriades 
Were c]eped, wodcmaydes, tho, 
And with the Nhnphes ck olio 
l1pon the spring or (rei>She welles 
Scbe ochop to duelle ~nd nogber clles. 
And thus can> thls Clllistona 
lnto the wode of Tegea, 
Wber oche vi!linite behih« 
Unto Dione, ond theno plibte 
Her uouthe upon Lhe bowes gtene, 
To kepe bir ma•dmbode cJene. 
Which orttrwtlld upon • doy 
was privelicbe stole ~wily ; . , 
For Jupiter thurgb his quem~ 
From hire it tok in suc.h ;t WUC.. 
Tbat soddnllchc forth withol 
Hire wombe aros and tche tosnl, 
5o thot it mihte noght ben bidd. 
And therupon It ls bctidd, 
Diane, which it berde ttlle, 
ln prh·c plac.e unto a well~ . 
With Nimphes al a eonlpolDoe 
\Vu com~ :and in a. ragerie 
Scbe seide tlut sche buhe wolde, 
And b•d thill every rnlide scbolde 
With hire al noked bathe lllso. 
And tho began the prive .,.o, 
Calii\003 wu red for tch1me ; 
Bot thei tbot knewe noght the game, 
To whom no such thing was be(alle, 
Anon tbcl made bom wed aile, 
As thel thot nothing wolden hyde : 
Bot schc withdroub hire evere asyde, 
And not.be~ into the llod, 
Wher that Diane btrselve otod, 
Sche thoghte come unopetce!••d. 
Bot tberof tche was a\ dectoved ; 
for wbon sche earn a lite! nyh, 

P . IL 337 

8 6,,\6 in to A .• · S.. -w 
0ct39 ,.._,p quca.daml q~;acm b de A),t 

l»l?al •1ali<AII altc (allctbc) lhE .. . Bo 6o6) 1 

117 



118 CONFESSlO AMANTIS 

And thnt Dione hire wombe Jyh, 
Sehe &eidc, 'A wey, thou foule beste, 
For thin asat iJ noght honeste 
This chaste water fono touche; 
For thou h.-&11 take such a touche, 
Whid1 nt\'trc mai ben hoi aycln.' 
And t.hus got.h IIebe which was forlein 6•So 
With so:h.-ame, and fro the l'iimpbca Oed<k, 
1it whanne thot nature bite spodde, 
That of a Sane, which Arehas 
Was named, IIebe ddh·tred was. 
And tho Juno, which ,... the wif 
or Jupiter, WTOth and hastif, 

P. U. 338 

In pourpos fcno do ,·engance 
Com forth upon this ilkc e1w1ce, 
And to Calistona llcbe spolc, 
And sette upon h1r many a bl:, 
And scide, 'lla, nou thou an atlllte, 
Th>t thou thi werk myht nogbt fO<Slke. 
Ha, thou ungoodlich ypocritc, 
Hou t.hou art grctiy fcno wyttl 
Bot nou thou schAlt ful sore abie 
Th.-at like stclthc and micheric, 
Which thou h.-ast bathe take ond do ; 
Wherof thl fndl!t' Llcbno 
Seh.-al noght be Ql>d, whon he it wot 
Of thrtt hia dowhtcr wns 110 hot, ' 
'lllat sche hnth broke hire cbnste nvou. 
Dot I thee schnl chnstlsc nou · 
Thi gretc bcoutc schnl be tor~cd, 
Thurgh which thnt tbou hast be mistomed 
Thl Iorge frount, thin yhcn greie, ' 
I Jehal hem ch11nge in o1her weie, 
And ol the fcture of thl f= 
!" such • wise I schnl deface, 
l'llllt C\'try m>n thee llcbal forbore. ' 
With that the llknesoe or a bere 
Sebe tok and ~ .... forsch•pe anon. 

6,110 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Withinne • time ond thcrupon 
Befell that with • bowc on hondo, 
To ltunte ond pmen forto fonde, 
Into that wode goth to pleie 
Ktr Sane Archil, and In his welt 
lt hapneth that thll bcre cam. 

P . ll. 339 

And whan that IIebe good hiede nam, 
Wber tbot he $1od undet the bowb, 
Sche kneu him wei and to him drouh ; 
For thogb IIebe h>dde btre forme lore. 
The love ..... nosht lost thl!t'fore 
Which kinde hath set under his hwe. 
Wlun sche undl!t' the wodesschawe 
Hire chOd bchield, &ehe """' so gbd, 
That IIebe with botbe hire armes 1prad, 
As thogb IIebe were in wommanhiede, 
Tow:ud him com, and tok non bie<k 
or th:u he bo.r • howe bent. 
And be with tho! on A""e both bent 
And pn to teise it in his bowe, 
A!; he that con non othl!t' knowe, 
Bot thAt it wos • bene wylde. 
Bot Jupiter, which wolde schylde 
The Modet ond the Sone olso, 
Ordeineth for hem bothe 10, 

That thei for evere were &Me. 
Bot thus, mi Sonc, thou myht hove 

Ensample, bou thnl it Is to Oc 
To robbe the virglnitc 
or • yong innocent nweie: 
And overthi.s be other '(Cic, 
1 n aide bokes ns 1 rede, 
Such Robberie is fort.o dr<'<le, 
And nomeliche of thilke gQO<I 
Which every womm•n tbot is good 
Desiretb fono kcpe ond holde, 

P. li. a..o 
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llic'loqt.1hUr tlc' vir-• 
r.n.Jta~ coma~.~
~. '-bl dk-lt q-uod 
n:apu Jmpcn•orn ob 
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ID via. 

Hie loquitur, q\Wi
tn-Pb,-lnua,iuuenum 
Rome pul.clitrrimua,. 
ut ,nna. ttU• eon,
w....m ritJhritarc;D• 
•"'* oculoe crucn. 
vultua Mi ~ 
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atUnt&. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

As whilom wu be dnies olde. 
For i( thou sc mi tnle wei 
Or that "'"' tho, thou mibt somdfel G.so 
Or old ensomple tAken hiede, 
Hou tlut the Rour or m:tidmhiede 
Wu tlulke tinte holde in pris. 
And so it wa.~, :and so it is, 
And so it ach~l for c\·ere stondc : 
And for thou sch•lt It underslonde, 
Nou herkne :1 ualc next suiende, 
Hou om.idenhod b to COilliDeode 

Vt R11u d, $/Wtb sjuul# jtr~t lit It~, 
£1 /Jii.J' jl"rts ttJftt# ft/~tra tHI!nfl, 

Sir .ti/Ji tlirzinitas rnmil tfx'nJoli~ t 1ilftil, 
F.lt>~tl$ ftluz 91.1e tllfl! la/Je pari/, 

Of Rome among the gestes olde 
I finde lwu tlut V•lerie tolde 6J6o 
'J'(J;~t what man tho ~';15 Emperour 
Or Rome, be sebolde don honour 
To the virgine, nnd in the weie, 
\Vhcr he hire nu:uc, he scbolde obcic 
Jn worschipe of vtrginite, 
Which tho w:u or ST•t dlgnite. 
Noght onliche or the wommen tho, 
llo: or the c:bnte men also 
1t wa.s eommcnded O\'er.ll : 

J\nd (ono tpelce 1n specin.l l.lliO 
'l'uuchende or men, CllSlln'lple 1 tindt, P. il 341 

Phyryns, which WM or m:mnes kinde 
Above alle othrc the t'aireste 
Or Rome and ck the comelieste, 
·n~t wd ns hire which bim mihte 
lleholde and ha>e or him • sihte. 
·nms wu he ttiHJ)tcd one sore; 

63..,1 o1do cn•mpka AdllT, W 
l,..hit S'~ x. om. lrt:n ,J«~.,., .,,,., S ••• 4 ( 110 . .,., 1\\ 
6J6t TtDt ~·Mlo.ra wu •• ~~ Ht.£ Tha' •hllo. tc-r w.u c:mr 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Jlol ror he wolde be nomorc 
Among the wommen so covcitedJ 
T he beoute or his f.tce sucited 63&o 
He lt:lth, and threste out bothe bise yhen, 
Tbot olle wnmmen wlttebe him S)ben 
·fh2.nne :t.f(erw3rd. o( him nc roghte : 
And thus his m:tidehiede he bogbtc. 
So m:t.i I pro\•e we.l rorthi, 
Above alle otbre under the Sky, 
Who that the vertus woldc pcisc, 

Virginitc is (orto preiw:, 
Wh~eh, .. th>pocalips rccc>tdeth, 
To Crilt in h.-·enc boot II<Otdetb. 'l•• 
So m:a.i It schev.·e we.1 thtrfore, 
As 1 ha•·• told It bier torore, 
In hcvone ond ek in l':rtlte olso 
lt is accept to bothe tuo •. 

And if I sebol man! 0''er this 
Declare whot this •=• is, 
1 finde write upon rhi.s thing 

• Ou1 or his ftessh n rnnn to li\'t 
Gregoire hath this cns.1mple yive, 
And ll<llh it seh:>.l mthtr be told 
Lich to on Angel lll3nyfold, 
lll;ln to the (if of mannes kinde. 
,.htr i.s no reo.n rorto finde, 
Bot only tlturgb the gmee nbove, 
1 n nenh withoutc Acsshly love 
A m•n to th·e cwte hiere: 
And n:otbeles a 0100 m:>i hiere 
Or OU(be tlut hove ben er this, 
And y11 ther ben; bot for it b 
A vertu ••hich is roir.lde wonne, 
Now l this m:Jtie.rc h:IVe bcgonne, 

P. Il342 
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pen.tor, cu:m. ipw 
octnxenarina rturcs 
J)n:JI.I1nciu Romano 

Wili ria CM Yit• 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Of V•lentini•n the king 
And £mperour be thilke cbi~ 
A wol'lhi knyht ot aile a$$<\ies, 
I lou he withoutc MariAge 
W:u or •n hundred W)'nter Age, 

I thenke tellen o•ermore, 
Which iJ, rnl Sonc, for thi lore, 
I r !hot the lilt to token biedo. 

x. Yt RfiSJJ tk JfliriJ 1/'I'IUia ~niMI'I f!rl..1 

£1 Iiiii jf#ru u.tJttl~ ptwm t. .. -..ltttl, ' 
S1~ llli n"rp",i/111 tun11".1 S~a./iQ t'llfnl 

Elln<O$ /I lid ""'''" '•N /Jarlf. • 

To '"''" upon the =idenhiede, 
The bok scrth !hot • manoes lir 
Upon knyhthode in werre ood sttrr 
!1 sen among hise cnemys: 
The frele fteissh, whos nature is 
AI redy fono •pome ond (llle, 
Th., ferste roman as of aile • 
For thilke wr.rrc: is red1 ai, 

1 

h werreth nyht, it werrcth dai 
St• th:lt l\ m.1n hath ncvcrc rea~te. 
For thi it thilke knyht the beste 
Th~rgh myht :tnd gruee of godd::S sonde 
IVhoch rh•t bcunille rnai wiU..tonde: 
Whoror yit ducUcth rhe nrcmolre 
or hem rhnr whilom the vlctoi"' 
or thilke dedly werrc h•dden. 
' l'hc hih proucsso which rhoi iaddcn 

6.f2o• 

Wherof tlrc Soule 11od amended ' p 
U 

, . rta.~a 
pon lhill crthc is yit commended. 6,.30• 

An Empcrour be oldo <byes 
TI1er wns. nnd he 1:U nile R.Ssales 
A wonhi knyhr wo.s of has hund 
'l'hor wa. non such in ol the lo~d. 

' Llth;f Y"J<~4 L tMtlftl!fi 11/in 6.t ••• SAdOT -fill' 44 •3· 4 
llj13' book IJT boko S -'lPo Nllltio-tcmuo B.\ 
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LI BER QU INTUS 

And h3dde ben • wonhi knlht 
l)orbc or his lowe and or his myhr. 
llot wh3n men woldc h•• dedco pei1e 
And his knyhthode or Annes prelsc, 
or rh3t he dedc with hit hcndcs, 
Wlun he th< kingcs nnd lh<> londcs 
To bls subjecdon put under, 
or sl th3t pris bath he no wonder. 
For he it seue or non scompte, 
And seide al that nuy noght amonre 
Ayems o point whrc:h he hAth nome, 
That he his Ociish h3th ovcn:omc : 
He wu o. nrs1ne, :u he JC:idc; 
On tmt h3mille his p<is he ltide. 
l.o nou, my Sonc, a-ise theo. 

\'ee, bde:r, a.l this wet mai be, 
Bot if aile o<hrt! dede so, 
The world or men were sone go : 
Aod in the bwc a man nul flnde, 
Hou god tc m3n be weic or kinde 
Rub set the world to mulrcplie; 
And who th3t ~·ol him juateflc, 
It is ynouh to do the bwe. 
And natholes youro goode sawe 
l s good to kepe, who so may, 
J wol noght tbcroyeln sole nny. 

Mi Sonc, u1kc it ns l aeic; 
If mnldcnhod be tnke awcio 
\Vithoutc 1Bwc:; otdinnnce, 

Jlot yit for ol his •'llsselogc 
H e <tod rrnwedded nl his oge, 
And in Cronique os it is told, 
He wns an hundred wynter old. 
Bot whon men woldc etc. (as 6~05 fT.) 
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Conressor. 

iuglkS!Iet,dwl ac auJ)Cr 
omnla maleb puden:. 
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It m01 noght faflen or vengonce. 
And If thou wolt the sothc wtl<; 
Behol4 a tale wbieh i• write, 
Hou thot the King Agomenon, 
ll'ban be the Cite of !.esbon 
Hath 'W'Oone, a Maiden tloer he fond, 
Whieh wu the Wres1e of the Land 
In thilkc tin1e llut men 'I!'IIU.C. 

He IOk of hire what hiln US!C 
or thing whleh ""'' most precious, 
Wherof !lut IIChe was d>ngerou.s. 
This f>ire ~laiden ckped b 
Cnselde, doubter of CrisiJ, 
Which wot th.t! time in J(l<ciol 
0( lhnkc tC,ple princil>31, 
Wher l'hebus haddc hi• ••crilice, 
So wat u wd the more vice. 

P. II. 345 

Agamcnon "1\S th:tnoe in we:ie 
To Trottwo.rd, :>nd tok awcie '·<!0 
This Maiden, whieh he with him l>dde, 
So grete n lust in hire he hadde. 
Bot Phebus, which hath gret desdeign 
Or 1hn1 hi1 Maiden ,.. .. furlein, 
Anon nt he to Tro1e ea.m, 
Vongonee upon !his dede he n2m 

And aende a. comun pestilence. 
--ntei ~ghttn thanne here evidence 
And rrmdcn Ctlcul::tcion, 
To knowe in what c::ondidon t;,.t.o 
Thjs dcth aun in so sodcinfy; 
And ate l4.t< redyly 

The ClUfC and ek the man 1hei founde : 
And fonb wilhal the J.lllle stounde 
Agomenon opposed w:~s, 
Whieh hath beknowcn nl the cas 
or the roue which be wroghte. 

(6Joo') 
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LillER QUl:>ITUS 

And therupon mercy thei soght< 
Towatd the god in sondn wbe 
\Vith preiero A.nd witb aocrifitc, 6'•10 
The M:udc and hom DJC:in thei sende, 
And yive h1re good )-nouh to opende 
For t:\"tre wbil sche sc:holdc 1h·e : 
And 1hu.s the Senne .,.... foryl\·e 
And al the peotilence cessed. P. li. 346 

Lo, wh:n It is to ben c:ncrCJJJIC:d 
or IC)\'C whkb is e\•eJe wonne. 
It ..-ere bette noght begonne 
11un uke- a thing wit.houte Je,·c, 

ConfU30r. 

1\"hieh thou mo>t after ned,. le-e, '-!So 
t\r.d yit h.tve m>.lg<e forth withal. 
l'orthi 10 robhcn overnl 
In IQves rnu>e if thou bcglnnc, 
1 not ~·h:tt ~ thou sc:balt w1nne. 
\li Sone, be wei w:u of thiJ, 
for thus of Rollbc:rie it is. 

MJ bdet, JI>Ure ens>mplerie 
In loves c:auoe of Robbe<ie 
1 hnvo It rlht wei und~rstondc. 
Dot ovcrthis, hou so it stondc, fl-t90 
Vit wolde J witc or youre 11pri~ 
\\l•~t tlung is more of Ccn·oitilC'. 

• i. .IIWil/axJ~ l•tlrii.S lt'mp-.u niltnlur 11 Acrom 

Fur. n~tf6us 0((11/l!f 1~1"/10'' /llf/,t fiouul. • y • 

Sic (tml}r iHsitllir 11fltut, 11/ su6 fl).'mtn# lut!tu 
Pl'entl/'1'~ furlitiOI NtJCII jimm/1 f/ltNI. 

Will\ Covnllise yit I findc 
A Sen-.nt of the s.unc kinde, 
Whicb S1cllhe is bote, and Meeherie 
With him is t\'Crc in c:om)liJinic. 

0411 rnakfeaJ~dj m.aydcn (wlide) Hs . .. u,, AdBT, W 
••t Alll •.. o~ T, 'v c5uc) 

••86 t My Cader •o I wole I wit. 
Rul now (·M••)J }OUr ensamplt.rf~ H1 IL 

~ I. lf'l. .rJ 'X«J/ £) 
J....a., v,.,_ x-. 1 ad hoftm £, 8 -o u:arpoor. MST 

" ... a. 3 i.a-.. " 

(Sl'UUK AllD 
lfiCKUY. 

Ute tn:tu.:t aupv
UI• Cupkl~tatit liP«~· 
que ~W:trdulll la.tro. 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Of .. ·hom if I oehol telle soth, 
lie atlllketh ns n Poa>k dolb, 
And t>kth his rreie 10 covert, 
1"h.3l nom:tn wot •l 1n :ape:rt. 
For whnn be wot the lord from home, 
Tb:m wol he stalke nboute and rome; 
And wh>t 1hing he fint in his weic, 
Wban lbat he 1<1h the men Aweie, 
lie stelth it And goth forth wilbal, 
Tlut lberof noman knowc sciW. 
And ek fulofte he goth • nyht 
Withoute Mone a< lle~hbt, 
And with his cnft the dore unptketh, 
And ta\th therinne whlt him liketh: 
And If the dore be so scbet, 
That he be or his entre let, 
lie wole in •te wyndou crepe, 
And whit the lord is fute nslepe, 
He stclth whlt thing as blm best list, 
And goth his weie cr it be wisL 
Fulofte nlso be lyhte or day 
Yit wolc he t~ele nnd mn\e IW.'Y ; 
Under the cote b11 hond he pu~ 
Til he the monncs l'ura ha•·c cut, 
And riOeth tbnt he fint therinne. 
And thus he nuntre.th him to winne, 
And benh nn horn nnd noght nc blowtth, 
For nomnn o( his con~H knowl!Lh; 
Whnt he m•i gcte of his Michingc, 
1t Is nl bile under the wingo. 
And ns on hound that goth to folde 
And hnth thor taken whnt he woldc, 
I !is mouth upon lbe grns he wypeth, 
And so with feigned cbiere him slypeth, 
Thnt whot ns evere or schcp he strongle, 
Ther is nonun lberof xh•l jangle, 
As fono knowen who It dedc ; 
Riht so doth Stcltbe In every steele, 

6;co 
P. U.347 

6uo 
P. U. 348 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

'Vhere as him ti1t his prcie t:tke. 
He can so wet hit ause make 
And so wei feigne nnd so wei gloS<; 
Tb3t lher ne ICbal noman IUJ)pc>se1 

Bot lbat he were an innoctn~ 
And lbus a manncs yhc he blent : 6$4• 

So lba1 this cnfte I nui remtne 
Wilbouteo help or cny mcnc. 

Thor be lo•~ or that ~ 
Which ol here lust in pri•-.te, 
~ wbo scith, gcten a! be Stdthe, 
. \nd ofte aueigncn to gret welthe 
As for the tim" th:lt it wteth. 
For lo'-e awaitelh c~re and cuteth 
Boo be msl otc!e and cocchc his preie, 
Wban he lbeno mal finde • weie : 
For be it nyht or be it day, 
He t4luh his pcut, wban that be may, 
And if be m:li nomore do, 
Yit wol he stele • cuss or tuo. 

Mi Sone, wh•t ICist thou thcno? 
Tell if thou dedcst C\'trc 10. 

M i fndcr, hou ? 
Mi Sone, thus,

!( lbou hast stolen eny cuss 
Or olbcr thing whieh thcrto longcth, 
For nomnn suche thieves hongcth ; 
Tell on fortbi nnd sci the lrouthc. 

6&6o 
P . II. 349 

Mi fndcr, nay, nnd thAt is routhe, 
For be mi will ! nm a thief; 
Bot 5Chc thnt is to me most lief, 
Yit dorste I nevcre in prh·etc 
Noght ones take hire be t.he kne, 
To stele of hire or this or thnt, 
And if 1 do...,e, 1 wot wei what : 
And mthclcs, bot if I lie, 
Be Stclthc ne be Robberic 
or lo•·e, which fell in mi th<>sht, 
To hire dede I nc•·erc noghL 

65<7 ADd l• r Ad8T, W 
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• .a CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Bot as men sein. wher herte is foaled. 
Thor tdlal no easL<II beD assoiled ; 
Bot tbogh I hadde hmea ten, 
And were als suong as aile men, 
If I be nogho myn ogbne man 
And dar noghl uscn th:tt 1 a\11, 

1 uuli misclvc noght recovere. 
Tbogb I be nevere man 80 povcre, 
1 here an herte And hire it it, 
So that me f>ileoh wio on thi.>, 
Hou thao I seholde of myn aeon! 
The ""rnnt lode ayein the lord: 
l'oc it mi for wolde awher go, 
Or thao min band ..-olde elles do, 
Wlum that myn herte is ther:oyein, 
The ren1erunt l!l al in vein. 
And thus me l:>.cketh aile wele, 
And yit ne elM I nothing stele 
or thing which longeth unto love : 
And ek it is so hyb abo,·e, 
I mal noght wei therm areo:he, 
Bot If so be at time of speclte, 
ful selcl4o if tbaMe I stele may 
.\ word or tno ond go my .-ay. 
Betwen hire hih ast:lt :md me 
Comparison ther mai non be, 
So that I fiele nnd wei I wot, 
AI i• to hevy and to hot 
To seuc on hond witltoute leve: 
And thus I mot algate I eve 
To stele that I moi nogbt t:lke, 
And In thl• wise I mot forsake 
To ben A thief ayein mi wille 
Of thing which 1 nl2i noght fulfille. 
For thot Serpeno which nevere slepte 
The flees of gold so wei ne kepte 
In Colchos, as the lllle is told, 
That ml lndi n thousendfold 
N)'1 betre yemed anrl be><nked, 

6590 
P. II. 350 
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\\'her sche be clothed or be naked. (Su:•u HorLov .... J 
To kepe bir bodi nybt and day, 
Sche h~th 3 wudein rtdl ay, 
Which it 10 wonderful 11 "1'hl, 
Thno him ne mni no manncs onyht (M.so•) 
\\lith swerd ne wit~' no wepne dAurue. 
Ne with no sleihte of ch:arme enchnunte, 
1\'hcrof he n1ihte be m.'d tAme, 
And O;mger is his rihte name ; ti6Jo 

Which under lock and undo:r keio, P. ii. 351 
·nw noman mai it stele a.-eie, 
Hath al the Tresor underfongc 
ThAt unto Jo,-e moi belooge. 
The teste loldoge of hire yhc 
MnJ noght be stole, if he it syhe; 
And who oo grucchcth for 80 lytc, 
J I~ woldc snne seue n wylc 
On him that wolde stele more. 
And that me grie,-eth wonder 10re, 6630 
For this provt:rbe is evue ncwe, 
Thao Jmlnge Jokes makeo trewe 
Of hem that woldcn stele and pyl<e : 
For 80 wei can ther noonan slyke 
Be him ne be non other mene, 
To whom Danger wo1 yh·e or lenc 
Of thAt trcsor he both to kepe. 
So thogh 1 woldc stolke and crepe, 
And wnyt·e on eve and ok on mor'fe, 
Of Danger schal 1 nothing borwe, 6G,o 
And sa<le I wot wei =1 I noght: 
And thus I am nl>t wei bethoght, 
Whll lhnger Stant in blJ olli<le, 
Of Stelthe, which ye clepe a vice, 
I schal be gultif ne•-eremo. 
Therfore I wolde be were ago 
So fer that I nt\-ue n{ him hende, 
Hou so that afterward it fende: 

6617 no rJ•"· H1£ •.. 8J, "' 6633 plio C 663., $.Idle C 
C$641 l Wot wei m-.y I) wei ne may I 8 wei mllJ' I AdT I ""'11t 
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For thanne I mihle ylt per cas 
Of love make som pourchas 
Be Stehbe or be som other weie, 
That nou fro me stant fer aweie. 

Bot, fAder, as ye tolde above, 
Hou Stdthe goth a oyht for love, 
I nul ""'!ht wei that point l'ors:tke, 
Tb:lt olte times 1 ne 10llke 
On oyht.., wban that othre slope; 
Bot hou, 1 prei you lllketh kepe. 
Wban I •m loged in such wise 
That I be nyhte mai ariJe, 
At sam wyndowo and Ioken oute 
And se the housinga al aboute, 
So that I mai the ebambre knowo 
In whieh mi hd~ as I tro~ 
Lylh in hir bed and slope<b soft<, 
Thanne is myn herte A thief fulofte: 
For there I s tonde to bebolde 
Tbe Ionge nylnes that ben eolde, 
And thenke on hire that lyth there. 
And thanne I wisshe that I were 
Als wys M w:tS Neelllnobus 
Or elles OJ ,.. .. Protheus, 
Tb.>t eouthen botbe or nlgromounee 
Ill what hltnme, in what sernbbunee, 
Riht .. hem liste, henuelf tmnsforme: 
For If I were of such n forme, 
I seie th.~ne I wolde fle 
Into t.he ehambre fono se 
If ony grace wolde r.u •• 
So thot 1 mlhte under the p:tlle 
Som thing of love pykc And otele. 
And thus I tbenlte thogbtes fele, 
And thogb tberof notlung be soth, 
Yit ese as for a time it doth ; 
Bot ote IA$1e wbnnne I Iindo 
That I arn folie into my mynde, 

66:-o 
P, D. 352 

665o 
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LillER QUINTUS 

And se that I hove stonde Ionge 
And ha•·e no profit underlonge, 
Than sblke I to mi bedd wlthinne. 
And this is al that everc [ winne 
or love, ··bonne I Wlllke on nyht : 
Mi will is good, bot of mi myht 
Me W:.keth bathe and of ml gru:e; 
~·or whot so that mi thoght embroee, 
Vat have l noght the betre ford. 
Mi fader, lo, nou h~vc ye herd 
IVh•t 1 be Stelthe ol lo•·c have do, 
And hou mi will hath be therto: 
If I be wonhi to peno""e 
1 J)Ut it on your ordintlncc. 

Mi Sone, of $lclthe I tho bebiete, 
'Jnogh it be (or a time '"''tte, 
At end< it doch bot lite! s-1, 
As be eDS:lmple bou that it 11od 
Whilom, l mai thee tellc nou. 

1 preie you, l':ldcrJ set me hou. 
Mi Sone, o( him ,..hich goth be daie 

Be w~.ie of SttJthe to a.J»it, 
In IO"'es C3\l~ llnd takth hi.1 preie, 
Ovide seide as 1 schnl scie, 
And in his Methamor he tolde 
A tale, which is good to holde. 

The Poete upon this nuticre 
Of Stelthe wrot in tbis manere. 
Venus, which hath this !awe in honde 
or thing whieh moi noght be wit.bslonde, 
As sc:he which the tresor to w:ude 
or IO\'C h.rh withinne hir worde. 
J)hebum to IO\'e hath so con.Jtrcigncd, 
Th•t he wlthoute reste Is pelned 
With al his herte to CO\'Clte 

IJI 
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,. colldl" dcen 
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natairatu.paltt IUJam 
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cu.lu. tumulo norem, 
ClQID".at Sol~uh1m VO• 
(lin" dieunt tunc con· 
KfJUCftle'r prlm\ht• 
accrcu1dc1 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

A Maiden, whith was worded stre) tc 
\l'ithmne cb:unbre and kept 50 elos, 
That selden was whan oche dHCI<K 
Goth ,.;th bir moder forto pleie. 
Leucbotoe, 10 .. men ~<, 
This ~bideo hibte, and Or<:bamus 
llir f>der ,... ; :U>d befcll thu•. 
"Ibis dougbter, that w;u kept 50 doer<, 
And h•ddc be fro rcr to )'CCte 

Under hir modcr diKiplinc 
A clene )!rude and a Vlrglne, 
UJ>On the whos na.tivite 
or tomellhicde and of bC>ute 
Nnture hath m ol that ..:he may, 
'fbat licb unto the fr.-.she Maii, 
\\'hich othre monthes or &he ycer 
Surmonteth, so withoute pier 
w ... of this Mniden the fctur .. 
Wberof Phebus out of mcsure 
Hire lovctb, ood on every syde 
i\waite~h, if 50 mai betrd<, 
That he thurgh eny oleibte mrhte 
Hire lusti I)Ujdenbod unrihtc:t 
The which were al his worldcs "ehhe. 
And thu• lurkende upon his otelthe 
In his owoit oo Ionge be Ia I, 
Til it befell upon • dai, 
Th•t he thurghout bir chombre wall 
Com in ol sodeinliche, bnd tulil 
That thing which w .. to him so lief. 
Bot wo the while, he w .. n thief I 
For Venu.s, which ns t:nemie 
Of tbUk" loves mieherie, 
Discovereth ol the plcine CIS 

To Clymen<, which thanne ,... 

67-,e •'~~~T• CD.ltn octda, CS1U"e .URCLB• aatrc nadcntc X, 8 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

Toward Phebus his concubine. 
And ..:he to Jette the covine 
Of tholkc IO>'<, dedll wroth 
To plc1gnc upon this M:tide goth, 6;6o 
And toldc bin: fader boo it stod; 

Whcrof for "''"'" weln)•b wod 
Unto h1re moder thus he $ilide: 
' l..o, whM 11 is to kepe a blltide I 
To Phebus dor I nothing spek<, 
!lot upon hire I ..:hal be wrok<, (6~oo') 

So thnt these Maidens after this 
Mow take cnsampln, whnt it is 
To soiTre her maidonhcd he stol<, 
Wherof thnt ~~ebe the delh schal thole.' 6no 
And bod with that do make • pe~ P. II. asG 
1\'herinne he bath hi5 doubter set, 

AB he th2t wol no pite hov<, 
So that ache was o.l quilt beg=e 
.\nd deidc anon in his p<tseoct. 
Bot Phebus, for the reverence 
or thal ..:he hadde be his Jo,~ 
Hath 'lffot;ht thurgb his pouer obo>~ 
That scbe oprong up out of the molde 
Into A Rour w:t• named golde, 6780 
ll'htch •mnt governed of the Sonne. 
And thus whtm love is evele wonne, 
~·uloftc it comth to repentoile. 

Mi fader, lhnt is no men·•lle, 
IVhan tb•t the consell is hewreid. 
llot ofte time love both plcid 
And stole mQny • prive g:un~, 
Which ne\·ere )'lt cnm into bbme, 
\\'h>n thot the thinges wenn hidde. 
Bot in yourt tale, as it bdidde, 6i9o 
Venus disco>·etede 41 the c:u, 
And ek also brod dai it 'lf:lS, 

Whan PhcbUJ such • Stclthe ..-roghte, 

6766 it ~hal S, .• A 6')68 Mow AC, S, F Mowe J, 8 
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CONFESSJO AMANTIS 

Whoror the Moide in blame he broghte, 
That anor ... rd sc:he was so lore. 
Bo\ ror )'e t<>iden nOU lorore 
Hou llellhe or lo•e goth be nyhte, 
And doth hisc Lhinges OUI or syhte, 
Theror me liote also to hien: 
A lllle lich 10 the m.tliore, 
Wheror I myhte ensample take. 

M i goode Sone, and ror lhi Ak<, 
So u 11 ren be <bies olde, 
And so u lhe Poe1e i1 tolde, 
Upon the nyh1es micberie 
Nou horltne a 1ale or Poesie. 

The myblieste or aile men 
Whan Hercules with Eol<n, 
Which was the love or his eorage, 

68oo 

P.IL 357 

Togedre upon a Petrinage 68•• 
Towardes Rome scholden go, 
h ren hem be the weie oo, 
Thot thei upon • d."li • Cave 
\Vhhlnne • roche rounden have, 
Which wos re~l and glorious 
And or Enlllile curious, (68~o') 
Jle nome ond Thophls h wu bole. 
The Sonne 5clton 1ho wonder hole, 
As it Wfll in the Somer tyde; 
ThiJ Hercules, which be his syde 68•• 
Halh l'Oolcn his love there, 
\Vhan thei 01 lhilke ca•·e were, 
H e ael<le it 1hogh1e him ror 1be beste 
Thll1 sche hire ror 1he he1c rcs1c 
AI 1hilke day ond thilke nyht; 
And sche, lhAI w .. • lu.sli wyht, 
It hk<th hire al thai he seide : 
And thus thei duetle 1here and pleide 
The Ionge dai. And so beret~ 

0?95 he Ad8T 68oot and IH!If, 8 6814 biJdl AM. Ad. th 
08•• Toward XRCL8• Towa.rdc H• 6816 fMifr:r'J sec:a• 
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LIBER QUINTUS 

This Cave wu und<r the hell 
or TymolU3, which wu begro•·e 
\Vith vlnes, and at thilke throwe 
Faunus with S:tbn the goddesse, 
lle whom !he llrge wildorneue 
In 1hilke time stod governed, 
Weore in a pbec, as I am lemed, 
Nyb by, which 1J.1chus wode hihte. 
This Faunus tok a gret insahte 
or Eolen, thAI .,... so nyh ; 
fO< wbnn lho1 he hire be:lu1c syh, 
Out or his wit he .... :usoted, 
And in his hene i1 both so noted. 
That he ronok the Nimpbes atle, 
And seide he wolde, hou so it raJie, 
Asssle 4.n other (ono Wlnnc; 
So llw hiS hones thoght wnhinne 
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He sene and Cll$le hou that he myhtc 
Or love pyke OY<ey be nyhtC 
Tb>t he be d4ie in othC1' wise 
To stele mih1e noghl sufflle : 
And tberupon his time ht wAitcnh~ 

Nou mk good hiedc hou love aroileth 
Him which withal is overcome. 
Faire €olen, whnn tc:he wa1 come 
IVhh Hercules into lhe Cave, 
Sche seide him thai sche wolde hove 
H ise tlolhes or and hires bo~1e, 
Tb01 eeh or hem seholde other clolho. 
And nl w .. do rihl •• sche bad, 
He h•th hire in hisc cloll•es clod 686• 

68]6 We.,. F Wuc AC. 8 Wb•r(c) JG 6839 ao -· 
HtXACL.Bt him E 68.t6 heno JltRCUh 

F'or68.t8·68s• X A•.~-
n,at he by ~c In o)ler atede 
Kor ou•te )Ill he ha~ Pf"''Jdc and bedt: 
To A(llc mYJtc DOO\t tufrlk 
lk)ouJt4!1 hl• ht • no~• ~M 
Abd tw vpol' hit dme •waite., 
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CONFESSIO MIANTIS 

And cute on hire his gu1ion, 
Which of the Skyn of n Lcoun 
\ \'as mad, u he upon Lbe ttele 

J>. II. 3S9 

It slouh, and overtbis to pleic 
Schc tok his grete Mace ..UO 
And knct 11 ot hir gerdil tbo. (~") 

So wos sche llch the man ormied, 
And Hercules th.mne hath usoied 
To clotbcn him in hire army: 
And thus thci j:lpe forth the <bi, 
Til tlut ber Souper redy were. 
And wbon the bodden oouped there, 
Tbd schopen bern to gon to reote ; 
And aa it th<>shte hem for the bc:ste, 
Thei bcde, os for thot ilkc nyht, 
Tuo •ondri beddes lO be dyht, 
For thd t<>sedre ligge noldc, 
:Be cauoe tlut th<i otrre woldc 
lipon the morwe here saaif~tt. 
The servanu deden bere otlicc 
And sondri beddes roado anon, 
Wberin thnt thei to restc gon 
E<;h be htm. .. lf in sondri pbce. 
Faire Eole luth SCf the Mace 
Beside hire beddes bed abo>'C, 

And With the clothes of ht"' lo>·c 
Scbc belcde nl hire bed aboute; 
And he, which baddc of nothing doute, 
Hire wympel wond aboutc his eheke, 
Hire kcrtcll and hire m.mtel eke 651)0 

P.lla6o Abrod upon his bed be sp~e. 
And thus thci •lepen bothe abedde; 
And what or tr.>ttil, wbot or wyn, 
Tbe sen·ant< licb to drunie Swyn 
Bcgunne forto · route faste •• 

This Faunu-, which his Stclthe caotc, 
\Vas th:lnne come. tO the Cave, 
And fond tbd nten nile .. ve 

686; the"""'] 10 maa 11t ••• llo <1883 E<h AJC, B 
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Withoute noise:, o.nd in he wentc. 
The dcrkc nyht his sihte blentc, 
And yh It hoppcth him LO go 
\\'here l.:Oicn nbe<lde tho 
w.. kid nl one CO< to slepe ; 
Bot (or be ..-uldc tlk" kepe 
Whos bc:d 1t ~~s, be made .:ass.1i, 
.\nd of the l.coun, whcrt> it loy, 
The Cote he fond, •nd ck he fidctb 
The Mncc, •nd !bonne hi' hcrte kieloth, 
That there dome he nosh< •hyde, 
Bot s141kcth upon e--ery Side 
And soghte oboute •ith blS bond, 
Tlut other bedd ul that he fond, 
Wber laf bewympled ~ visage. 
Tho wns he glnd in his eorngc, 
For be hir kcrtcll fond a!Jo 
And ek har nuntcU bothe tuo 
Bespred upon the bed :tlolte. 
He made ham n:tked thonne, nnd soilc: 
lnlo tht IX'dd unwl3r be c:-rt(>tC, 

69•• 

(69.;•") 

Wher Hcrculc• thot time siCJliC, 
And wen de wtl it wer~ schr:; 
And thus in lit-de of Eolc 
Anon he J""ol"'th him to lo•c. 

fi910 
P. il. a6r 

But he, M bic. h felte a nun abo,·e, 
This Hcrcoleoa, him threw ICI groundt: 
So sore, that lht.-i b:l\c. hlm foundc 
Lfggende lhtre upnn Lhc morwc; 
And tho w;a~ noght n litcl J<nwc, 
Th•t F•unus of himkl>'t nude, 
Jlot elles the> W<tC nile &bde 
And II>" h<n him to ocomc ohoute • 
&ibJ with Nnnphis a1 11. route 
Cam doun to Joke hou thot he fcrde, 
And wbon lhot thei tbe !IOthc herde, 
He wo.s b<oj.1ped ovor:>l. 

~li Sonc. be thou ,...r ,.ftlul 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

To seche: sucht rneche:rles, 
Hot if t.bou hav~ the betre ospios, 
In auncer if the 10 bdyde 
As Faunus dede thilke tyde, 
1\'herof thou mrht be scllAmed 10. 

Min holi fnder, (!<)rtes no. 
Rot if r ludde riht good leve, 
Sueh meeherie I thenke !eve: 
Mi feir:te bone •ol noght oerve; 
~·or nulgre .aide I noght deserve 
In thilke place wher l love. 
llot for ye tolden hior above 
or ee,·oitise ond his pibge, 
If ther be more of thnt li~ge, 
Whreh touchetb to mr schrifte, I preie 
111at ye therof rne wolde seie, 
So that 1 nul the vice escbuic. 

Mi Sone, if l be order suie 
The vices, as thti stonde aro"''t, 
Of CO'\-oitise thou scbah knowe 
Titer is yit on, which ,. the l:ute ; 
1n whom ther m:ti no vertu Lute, 
For he with god him!clf debMcth, 
lllherof that al the bevene him hateth. 

""''- Satriltrt~.J ldii/NIIt fllr/tl INM .sa.enz jtnt~11nl / 
Vt Jl~ 111111 ngri. lit dtiiNII.I lll111n tid. 

.,.. 

~;· 
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~vu. I«N.J ul, ln lfll4t ~ton 1-'mJUal niiUtlll 911/kl nm(l/UI'. 
Et 9111 Ptuu nbluil ttu•fKr,, 'lltlle tnjH't, 

The blbe god, wbleh alk goode 
Poun·eied luth fa< manncs fode 
or clothes •nd o( mete and drinke, 
flad Adam thot he ~eholdc •wrnke 
To gtten him his sustienance; 
And ek he oette on ordinance (;ooo') 
Upon the bwe of Moues, 
That though a mon be l>aveles, 
Yit Khal he noght he thel\e otclc. 
Dot nou •daii!S thor b<!n fele, ~~· 

09S. &.fi ow, AdBT 6n$ on rowe RtRCLU. ¥7 a lawr- R 

J. IBER QUINTUS 

·n,.t wol no labour undert:rke, 
Hot wh•t tl1ei mni be Stclthe mke 
·~ bolde it sikcrllche wonne. 
And thus t.be b•e ,. ovmonDt. 
Wbrtb god hath set, and nanrely 
Wuh hem that so unuewcly 
The goodcs rohhe of holi cherehc. 
The thefle ~·hich thei thanne werchc P . ii. 363 
Jk naru is cleped ~cn1egge, 
Ayern the wh<>n> I thenke alq;ge. • 1198o 
or hb condicion tO tclle, 
Which riHeth hothc hok ond belle, 
Sq forth "·ith ol the remennnt 

• Upon t.be poinu u "" ben lllught 
Stont .. cn1cge, ond eUes noughL 

"l'he f1rstc poin\ is (or to aeyc, 
IVh11n tho! n th ief S<:hal stele nwcye 
.l,e holy thing from boly pbce. 

t'he ~ndt is. if be pourchxe ;o1o • 

Uy Wt) of thel\e unholy thi"~;, 
\Vhirh be upon his knowleching 
Fro holy plnce nwcie took. 

The thridde point, .. ~~Cith the book, 
1 s such as. wbcr :~.• t.\'en! it be, 
In woode, in fdd or in Cite, 
Sctul no m::an atc:le by no wise 
·111nt halwed i> to the senise 
()( god which aile thingcs wot. 
llut the: is nuuthc:r <:old ne hot. 7oso' 
Which he fa< god or man wol spore, 
So tlut the body may ~-e~ r.,.., ; 
And tlut he may the world .. ctu~, 
The hevcne lum thcnkth is but • j:t~: 
And thus, the sothe for 10 telle, 
lie ri6erh bothe book and belle, 
So fonh with ol, etc. (ou 6<JSJ IT.) 

101~• 1036' 0t~IJ,Ifl\dBTA(If!CN'4) SUAnY"'fot6'r:w,la.lt&IHM 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

To godd.,. hou• oppourton>nt, 
Wher thot he ocholde bidde hil bode, 
li e doth hi! thdio in holi •t<de, 
And ~;~kth whot lhing he flnt therinno: P.IL 364 
For wlun he ~h lhiU he rn.1i wlnne, 
He: aondelh for no eura.ttlnesse, 
'fh>t he ne brclth the holm...., 
And do1h co god no n:vertnce, 
For he h>th lo.t hi• corucienco, 
'l'h>t though the l'rc.t thttforc curse. 
He stllh he f>rcth noght the wurse. 

And forto •1><kc 11 oth~i>e. 
Wh>t mon tl,.t L>...:tb the fruncbise 
And tJtkth of holi che~ b1> preie, 
I nOt wh>t hedc:s he 1dw preic. 
ll'h.ln he fro god, whicb both ym: ·~ 
'fh< Pourparti< in •p<d•l. 
Which unto Cr1~t hinuelf d due, 
ll<:nymth, he ntoi nosh• wei cschuc 
The peine comcnde ofterword ; 
For he hath mad hit fore..,.rd 
With Soonlq;ge forto duclle, 
llhtth hoth his h<rit.1ge in hcllc. 
And If ~• rede of tholdc l>wc, 
T fludc write, in thllke tLtwe 
Of Prmees hou tlu~r wercn thre 
Coup;tble sore In thit degrc, 
That on of hem wus clt:pcd thu11, 
The proude king Antioch us; 
Thoa other Nohuzard:on hiht., 
1\'hich of hi• crutdtc beltyhtc 

(;o;o") 

;ooo 

)010 

' l'hc tcn>i>le to demule and , • ..,,.,. 
And liO he d<.-dc In nile h"'te; 
The thridde, which WoUI aner ._ .. b .. tn"". p It 36 -·"" · · 5 
W:~s N.tbugodono10r 1\:Amt..-d, 

~ YfU.Nie A, F Wbtw JC, n 7001 s nwwn 7001 (1001 
••?:~H ~HAh _ kttr. If,, I he •~t•t P• ~IJIII.IC tit~ uibul tlkrilcl•"· 
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And he juus.11cm ptiUe under, {S.-eaJLknL} 

Of Socrilegge nnd m:my n wonder 7•"' 
There in the holi 1c.mp1e he w-rO'e;htc, 
Which B>luo= hiJ heor nboglu•, 
\\'han M:ant, Techcl, i>Mres v.Tite 
Was on the w:al, .u thou miht wile, 
So .. the bible '' hoth decbred 
Rot for ol tbot 11 is n<>ght •p:>red 
Yit nou :ub.y. that men nt pile, 
And m>kcn orgumtnt and sl<ile 
To 53mlq:;ge u it belongeth, 
For wh>t m>n th>t ther oftcr longtth, T030 
He tJtkth non hi<de wbot he dO(h.' 

And riht so, forto telle soth. 
In lo~·n: c:ause if 1 schal •rett, 

• And if a m.1n ~hal crlle SCMh, 
or guile ond of :soubuhte 
Is non "" olyh in hi' dq;ro 
~ro (eigne: a dung for hi1 be:)'tlc, 
As 15 thl• vice u( which I tretc. ;090• 
He can so prh·eliclu~ (J)'kC, 
H t con '" wei hi..: word01 olyke 
To pun~ Dwcy suipcdoun, 
ThAt in hi-,: UCU\.1Cioun, 
Thcr ot;Ch:\1 nom~n dcr11hc finde. 
And lim< (ulofte men he bllude, 
Thnt slondcn v ( his word deceived, 
Rr hit qucinllik! be: pcrcth·ed. 
llot nothtlcs yit otherwhilc, P . ll. a66 
}"or ol his <lcyhte ond ol his guile, 1•oo • 
or thot he woldc his werk (ors:~ke, 
He is n.ueint and ovc:rtnke ; 
Wherof thou scholt ~ tJtlo rcde, 
I n Rome 01 it befell in dcde. 

7on '1076") .,.,.·" Nota do ~riplu,. In parictt t(:mpore ~qis 
Baltazar, que (uit ... ne, tcc:b-tl, pha.ru SB.\ ('"'pta D) '100$1l "'· 
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to ~1 hotlc.tace pro. 
c:uatue maalfette de. 
cbnul.' 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Tbcr ben of su<he smaJe and gKte 
lC thei no leisir lynden dJoa, 

Tbei ""' nogbt wooden for the belles, 

£r Rome cam to the creanec 
Of Cristea Ceith, it feU per ~banco, 
Cesar, wbieh tho w:IS Emperoor, 
Him liste fono don honour 
Unto tbe temp"' Apollinis, 
And mmde !lo ymage upon this, 7uo• 
The which was cleped Apollo. 
Was non so riche in Rome lho; 
OC plate of gold • berd be badde, 
The whieh his brest al ove11prodde; 
or gold also withoute (aile 
Hi• nuntell wns of large entoile, 
Beset trith penie al aboute, 
Fonhnbt be suawhte his finger oute, 
Upon the which he badde a ryng, 
·ro sto it w:lS a nche thing. 7 ,"JO• 
A lin Carbuncle for the nonoa, 
Moot j"C'<cious or :llle Stones. 

And fell that time in Rome thU> : 
The< """' a clerk, on Lucius, 
A Couneour, a famous m:m, 
or every witt somwbat be """· 
Outako that him laclcetb r<ule 
Hi• cghne ostnt to guide and reulc J 
H ow so it stod or his spckinge, P. II. 367 
He wa.s noght wys in hb doingc. 7•Jo• 
Bot every riot ate bstc 
MOt nedes lhlle ond mai ncght bste : 
Aner the moede of his dO<lCrte, 
So feU this clerk tnto povene 
And wiste oog)tt how Cono ryse ; 
Wbcror on DW>y a sondri ")'SC 

1•••• du.rboocle A4T ch.atbod.e 8 11o6• -'6Vf b.-rt.. 
ab to) ba.rbua a deo B.\ (...-'1'" ..._ AdT) 1 rat• ,,.,
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LIBER QUI NT US 

Ne thosh thei sen the Prest '" ~ : 
That wol thei letcn overpo.sse-
IC that thei finde here love th-. 

He caste his wittcs bier lUKI tber, 
He loketb nyb, he loketh fer, 
Til on • time that be eom 
Into the temple, :ll1d hiede be nom 
Wher th3t the god A!lOllo stod. 
He s ib the richessc ond the good, 
And thoghte be wolde be som weic 
The tresor pyke and stele awl:ie ; 
And therupon ao slyhly wrogbte, 
Th•t his pourpos nhoutc he broghte, 
And wente awey unaparcei•·ed. 
Thua bath the "'''" his god decei•'ed, 
His ryng, his mantel! and his beerd, 
AI be which nothing wos a Ceetd, 
AI prhely ..;th him he 1m: 
And wban the wucleins weren ....., 
or that hen: god despuiled wu, 
Hem thoghte it was a wonder c:u, 
B ow that a m;an for eny wele 
l)urlte '" .., holy ploCIO stele, 
And n>mely so grc:t • thing. 
Thls tale Cllll\ unto the king. 
And wu thurgb spoken overnl: 
Bot fono knowc in special 
Whnt o110ner mnn h.ch du the dede, 
Thel JOghten help upon r.be ntde 
And muden cnlcub.cioun, 
Wl1erof be demonsmcioun 
The man wii.S Counde with the good. 
In Juggement and wban be stood, 
Tbe king bath ued of him lhus: 
• Sey, thou unsdy Lucius, 
Whi hast thou don this sacriJe8ge ? ' 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Thei stonde and ~Ueu in hire Ere, 
And ue of god non other pee, 
Wbyl thei ben in thllt holi place; 

• Mi lord, if T the cause aHegge:,' r•ro• 
Quod he ayein, 'me thenketh thiS, 
Tb:tt I b:tve do nothing amis. 
Tlue point• thor ben whiche I hove do, 
Whe.ror the ferste point s:utnt so, 
Thnt l the ryng hn\'C lllke nweie. 
As unto thAt this wole I scic: 
Whnn I the god behield nbouto, 
I s!h how he his bond stmwhte oute 
And profred me the ryng to )ive ; 
And I, which wolde gllldly live 7,..,. 
Out of po•·ort of his largesse, 
It uoderfeog. so tbot I gesse, 
As therof I am noght to wytt. 
And o•~ I wol me quu~ 
Of gold tlut 1 the IIWlteU tok : 
Cold in bis kind~ as scitb the bok, 
Is bevy bo<be and cold nlso ; 
And for tb:l t it WllS hC\·y so, 
Me thoghte it wu no gnmen>ent P. II. 369 
Uot() the god convenient_ 719o• 
To clo1hen hjm the somer tide; 
I thoghte upon thot other side 
How gold is cold, nnd •uch • eloth 
.Be resoun ogbte to be loth 
ln wynter time for the che1e. 
And thus thenkende thoghtes fele, 
As 1 myn yhe aboute cute, 
His lArge beerd tbanne ate lute 
I oyb, and thogbte anon therfore 
How that his fader him befo~ 7>oo' 
Which stod upon the a:une place, 
Wu beerdles with a yongly r.ce: 
And io such wise as ye ba•·e herd 

l•~M•nto,.tSA VatoJ;atA4TA Vato,.t~ntB 11ar• 
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!lot er thci gon som avantage 
Thtr wol the• lu•-e, and som pib.gc 
or goodli word or of behc:ste, 
Or en.. thci uke ate leste 
Out or hir band or rir.g or glove, 
So nyh the weder thei wol lon; 
.o\< who aeith ache scb:al nogbt foryet~ 
Nou 1 thu tokne of hire have gete: 
Thus h:tl..-e thei the hihe feste. 
Such lhcfte mai no c::he~hc :ueste, 
For al It le.-eful that hem liketb, 
To whom that elles it mislll<etb. 
lind cl< rlht in the selvc kinde 
In b'ftte Cites n>tn lnlli findc 
This lu•ti folk, that m~<ke it gay, 
And wnltc upon the holiday : 
In cherches and in Menstres eke 
'111ei gon the wommen fono ~ 
And .-her tlut such on goth aboute, 
Tofore the faim.te or l.be route, 
Wher as the• smen :tile are..-~ 
TbCT ..-ol he most his bodi sc:hewe, 
llis uokct kembd and theron set 
:\ Nouche wlth a cbapelet, 
Or clles on or grene 1.,...,., 
Which late con' out oi the greves, 
Ill for he seholde seme freissh. 
And thut he lokcth on the 1\eissh, 

I tok awey the Sones herd, 
For that hi• fader badde non, 
To make hem lithe, a.nd bier upon 
I axe fono ben excused' 

Lo thuo, wber Sacn1ege is used, 
A man etn (eigne his conscience ; 
And riht upon such evidence 
In lo•-es c:o~ &c. (as 7033 If.) 
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CONFESSI O AMANTIS 

Riht 01 on hauk which hath a sihte 
Upon the foul, ther be schal lihte; 
And u he were of faierie, 
He schew<tb him tofore here yho 
In boll place wher theJ smc, 
AI fono make here hones ftilte. 
Hio yhe n.>wher wole abyde, 
Bot Joke and prie on ~'Ct)' syde 
On hire and lure, u hom best lyketh: 

P. u. a7t 
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And otbe,.hile among he syketh ; 
Theokth on or hem, • ~t wu for me.' 
And so ther tbcnktn tuo or thre, 
And )'it he lo<etb non or aile, 
Bot Wbtr U CV<fC his chance f1lle. 
And Mthcles to seoc a 10th, 
The .,....., why that he 10 doth 
Is fono otcle 1n herte or tuo, 
Out oi the cherche er that be go : 
And as I seide It bier above, 
AI is that S:aerilcge or 10\'e; 
For wei mai be he atelth away 
That he nc~re after yelde moy. 
Tell me fonhi, my Sone, onon, 
llru.t thou do S:acrilege, or non, 
J-\8 I I'U\YQ ~.aid in this manere ? 

ML fader, ns o( this mAtien~ 
l wole you tellcn redely 
What T h•vc dol bot trewcly 
I ma.i excuse min entente, 
')'hnt nevcre I ylt to cberche wcote 
Jn 6Uth mnnerc u ye me schryve, 
F'or no wo1nnan tMt is on Jyve. 
The CIUM: why I hove it l!lll 
Mai be for I unto that CrAll 
Am nothing oble 10 to Jtcle, 
Tbogh ther be wommen noght so fele. 
Bot yit wol I noght seie tbis, 
Whan l am thor mi ladi is, 
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1 n whom lith holly mi qucrele, 
And sche to chercht: or to chapele 7110 

\Vol go to rnatins or to messc,
That time I ..-.ue wei and gessc, 
To cherche I come and there I stonde, 
And thogh I take a bok on hondo, 
Mi contierwlCC it on the bok, 
Bot toward hire i• ol my lok ; 
And i! so !aile thot I preie 
Unto mi god, and oomwhat seie 
Of P>te'"""er or o1 Cr~. 
AI is (or that I woldc spede, 
So th:u mi bede in boli chcrche 
'l'ber mihte som mintde werche 
Mi bdi herte forto ehounge, 
Which even: hath be to me so strange. 
So that al mi devocion 
And ol mi contempladon 
ll'ith a l min berte ond mi corage 
1> only >Ot on hire ym>ge; 

)'UO 

And everc I waite upon the tyde. 
If tche Joke eny thing nsyde, 
Th:it t n\C~ mal or h•re avise, 
Anon 1 nm with covoiti.se 
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So 11mite, 1hru me were lief 
T o ben In ltoll oherche a thief; 
Dot noght to stele n. \'C5tcment, 

For that is nothing mi talcm, 
ll<>t l wold 51olc, if thnl 1 mlhtc, 
A glnd word or n goodly ayhte; 
And evere mi sen•ice I prorre, 
And nnmly whnn schc: wol gon oiTrt, 71 40 

~·or thannc I ledo hire, if t •nay, 
For 110mwhnt wolde I stele away. 
Wb.1n T beclippe hire on the wast, 
\'it P.lt leste l stele a LUt, 
And otherwhile 'grant mercy' 
Scbe scith, and 10 winne I therby 

7119 or oC} of a AW 1U'• to me ha) be ILnla,;c U 1 .•. 81. \V 
il31oahit"C" A .,. Bt cmhcrcli• 'JfS'JwoldC,S;i'~ woadcAJ,U 

L 2 

·~7 

(SAC'JULltl.lt 01' 
Lov10as.] 



q8 

{~..AC"IUUGt (It 
I..OVI'lUi.] 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

A hatl toucl1, A good word eke, 
Bot ol the "'menan! to .eke 
Is fro mi 110urro- wonder ferr. 
So mal I sele, .. l seide er, 
In holy ch~e if thot 1 wo,.·c, 
~ly conteicnce it woldc allowe, 
Be ao !hot up 4mendemem 
I mihte gete auignemen1 
\\'her fotto tpede in otl1cr piAee : 
Such S..cril<ge I holde • grace. 
And thus, mi fodcr, JO(h 10 seie, 
In cherchc riht as in the wcie, 
If I mihte oght or lo"" tAke, 
Such llonsell llo•·e I noght forsake. 
Bot finali I me conressc, 
Tber is in me non holinC'SSC, 
•l'hil 1. hi"' se on eny stede; 
And yu, for ogh1 !hot evcre 1 dede, 
~o S..crt1<ge of hire I tok, 
llot •f It were or word or lok, 
Or ell"" if thAt 1 hir rredde, 
\Vhlln I toword oiTringe htr ledde, 
Toke therof what 1 lAke ""'Yo 
For ellt'll b<,re I noght owtty: 
For thogh I wolde oght ellcs hove, 
Aile Othre thfnges ben 50 s.,ve 
And keJ>t with such n privilege, 
Thot I moi do no Sn<rlll'8e. 
God wot mi wille notheles, 
Thogh l mot n<det kepe pet 

And mnlgre myn 10 let it p.u.e 
Mi will therto ;, noght the las~ 
I ( I mihte other wl•c oweie. ' 
Forthl, ml foder, r )'OU prrie 
Tell whnt you thcnketh ther~pon, 
H I theror ho•·e gult or non. 
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Thi wm. mi Sone, is forto blnme, 
The "'men3nl is bo< • g:.me, 
Thot I hove herd the tclle liS yit. 
!lot ttk this lore into thi wit, 
Thllt aile thing hath unte ond stc-de, 
The cherche terVeth for the bed<, 

' 49 

Confdtot, 

The chllmbrc is or an other •peehe. 
Bot if thou wlstest or the wreche, 
liou S>cril<ge it hllth aboght, 
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Thou "oldest bette b<:n b<:thoght; 
And for thou sclult the more amende. 
A t.Ue I wole on the despende. 

To aile men, u •ho seitb, knowe 
It is, ond in the world thu'l!b bl01\e, 
Hou th.11 or 1'roie I.Amedon 
To Herc:ul .. and to joaoun, 
ll'hon to•••d Colehos out or Crece 
& See sallende upon o piece 
Of lond of Troie reste preide,
Bot he hen1 wrothfulli congelde : 
And for lheo (ounde him so vileln, 
\Vh.1n thel come into Cree~ ayein, 
With pouer thot thei gete myhte 
Towardes Troie thel hem dyhtc, 
And thcr thei token such \'engnnce, 
Whero( Stant )'it the remcmlmmce j 
For thci destruidc king nnd nl, 
And leftcn bot the bren1e wnl. 
The Greca of Troien11 mAny &lowe 
And priso11crs thei toke ynowe, 
Among the whiche ther wat on, 
The kingcs doughter Lrunedon, 
"siono, thllt (aire thing, 
Which unto Thelamon the king 
Be Hercules Rnd b<: thwcnl 
or ol the hole ~rlement 

H1c Ia aJaOril ca~ 
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Was 111 his willc yo'-e and gr.m~ 
.~nd thus bath Cr= Troic d.uued, 
And hom thci tome in sud> m:anere: 
Bot aller this nou och•lt thou hiere 
The cause why this IIllo 1 teUe, 
U P<>n the chances that befell e. 

King Lnmedon, which deide thus, 
He badde a Snne, on Prilllllus, 
Which was noght thOke time 111 born: 
Bot wban he herde or this, be com, 
And fond hou the Cite ..,.. falle, 
Which be bepn anon to wolle 
And nude thct" :. cite ne-we, 
That thei whic:he othre londes koewe 
Tho seiden, that o( lym and Ston 
In aJ the world so !air was non. 
And on that o side or the 10110 
The king let m•ken Vlioun 
Tlult hihe Tour, thot stron~e place, 
Which was •drad or no manace 
or q...,..,l nor or non engin; 
And thogh men wolde make a M )'11, 

No nunnes c:n.ll it mthte aproehe, 
For it WilS sett upon 1 roche. 
'fhe waJies O( the lOUD oboute, 
Hem stod or al the world no doute, 
And a£ter the prOJ>O<eion 
Sex gt>.te• weren or the toun 
or such n rormc, or such cnUtile 
.,.,_ I 

• nat hem to ac was grtL u\en·niJe ; 
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The diches wcren brode and depc, 
A re .. e men it mihte kepc 
From •I the world, u semeth tho, 
Bot if the goddes wercn ro. 

71,!.0 
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Crct pressc unto that r:ite drouh 
So rb:u ther ..... or poeple ynoub, 
or llurgeis that therinne dueUen . 
*rbet m:a.i no m:1nnes tunge ttU~ 

LIBER QUINTUS '5' 
Hou tb.u r:ite w:u riche of good. 

Wban al w:u m:1d and >I wei 5tod, 
King PrUmus tho him bethOShte 

I TA.Lr: or P.ull A-:otO 
Hn...c"· 

What thci of C~e whilom WTORhte, 
And what ..... or her swerd de\'OUred, 
And hou his SoSICr doshonoured 
With 111elomon awey WIIS l~d : 

And so thenltende he wax unglad, 
And seue anon a p.utemcnt, 
To which the lordes "ere 11S5<nt. 
In many a wise ther ,..,.. spoke, 
Hou th>t thei mihten ben owroke, 
8o< •~ b.ste tutbeles 
Thei selden aile, ' Acord and pes.' 
To sctten either part in reste 
It thogbte hem thanne for the bate 
With ~omtble n.mendtnlent; 
And thus ... .., Anti1enor (onh sent 
To :uce EsioJ\Illtl :t)'tin 
And witen wruu the! wold en sein. 
So pu,...h be the See be bnrgc 
1'o Crcce fono seie his eh>rge, 
The which he seide mlely 
Unto the lordes by and by : 
8o< where be spok in Creee oboute, 
He berde noght bot wordeo &lOUie, 

And namel!che or Thelomon ; 
The maiden wolde he noght forgon, 
He seide, for no m:me:r thing, 
And b.'d him gon hom to his king, 
For there g;tt be non amende: 
For osht he coutbe do or sende. 

This Anthenor aye.n goth hom 
Unto his lting, ond wban he com, 
He tolde in Crece of that he herde, 
And hou that Thebmon ansuerde, 
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And hou thti wtre IU here a.bo .. ·e, 
That thel wol nouthcr pes nc lo<e, 
Bot every """' sc:hol don his be11te. 
Bot for men scin that nyht b;>th reste, 
The king betb<)gbte him a! th>t nyht, 
And erlo, wh:tn rhe d.1i ..,.. lybr, 
He tok COn!iC!l or I hi.l t!IAliere; 
And thci acorde in this tM.oere~ 
That he "11houten eny Jette 
A cenein time !ltbold.: Jette 
0( P>rlement 10 bm avi><d : 
And in the 'fl•i,sc it wns de\ised, 
0( J"rlcmont he Sette A day, 
And thor "'"" in the Manthe o( ~loii. 
This PrQmus hodde In his yhre 
A wi(, ond Heculxt 1Che hybre, 
Be whom thot time ek h>dde he 

i300 

or S<lnes (yve, nnd douhtres thrc 
Besiden hem .. and thritty mo, 
And weren Jwybtes aile tho, 

7JTO 
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llo! nogbr upon hi.l wtf beg<te, 
Rot elles wherec he myhte hem gete 
or wommen whiche he bndde knowe ; 
Such wns the world at tlulke th<Owe : 
So thor he was of chtldrcn richc, 
As thero( """ nODUn his bche. 

or P:lrlement the cbi was come, 
"!"her ben the lordes ollc ond some ; 
Tho WM l>ronounced nnd pourpo><d, 
And nl the cause hem wns desclosed, 
Hou Anthenor in Crece fcnfc. 
Thei stt<n aile mlle and her~ 
And tho 1pcak e•·ery rnon aboute: 
"!'her was nlegged many n douce, 
And mnny a proud word Jpokt Ql$o; 
Bot for the mosre port ""' tho 
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11usi wistcn noght whnt wns the beth~, 
Or (otto WC11'C or rorto res:tc. 
Bot he th:>t ...,. withoute fere. 
Hector, omong ·the Jordea there 
Hi< role tolde in 5UCh • w.sc, 
And selde, 'Lortles, yc beo wi.sc, 
Ye knowen this nl1 wei 'LS t. 
Abon: all otlue most wortbi 
S••nt nou in Crece the nunhode 
Of wonhlncste and or knihthodc ; 
For who so wole it wl'l nbrrope. 

'JJO 

To hcn1 belongeth al l::uro)JC, 
Which !, the thriddc pnr1i evcne 
or :11 the ~·orld under the ""' enc ; 
And we be bot or folk • '"""· 

134° 
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5o \f'efe it rcson rorlo schtrt 

n\C J'ICti1. t.t we f.1llc thrinne: 
Bctre is to Je.vt~ chnn lwbrinnc 
Thing •·hich "" mai noght ben nd•le,·ed ; 
He is nogbt ")"S th>t fin! him grieved, 
And doth so rb;>t hill grief be more' 
For who th•t loketh a.l toforc 
And wol noghL 5e whAt is behindc, 
He m•l fulone ht..: l.,rmes finde: 
Wicke is to Slr)"f and ba,·e the "'0~· 
'Ve 1J3,·e enc:heson (ono corse, 
This wot 1 we~ ond forto b;>te 
The Crcks; bot cr thor we debate 
With bern thAt ben of 1ucb • myln. 
It ill ful good lh>t ••·ery wihl 
Be o( himself tiht •<I bcthoghL 
Bot 4, (or me 1his 1cie I noght i 
For while th:tt mi h( wtil stonde, 
fr thor ye L1ken WCrre On honde, 
falle it to bestc or to the werstc, 
1 oc:hol misclven be the feme 
To gric•·en hem, wh>r "'""' I ""'f· 
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wol noght ones seie nay 
To thing which that youre cons.e:il dCJnetb 
J.. .. or unto me we) more Jt quemeth 

1 

T~ werre cenes than ' the pes ; 
Bot this I seie n•theles, 1J70 
AI me helongeth farto seie. 
Nou sehope ye the beste weie.' 

Whan Hoctor hnth Jcid his ••is, 
Next after him tho sp:>k Pom, 

P. U. aSt 
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Wh~b ,.... his brother, and alleide 
Wh.u him best thoghte, lllld thus he scide ; 
• Scrong thing it b: to sofrre wf()ng, 
And sull're •cll•mc is more strong, 
.Bot 'M'C helve Jutrrcd bothe tuo ; 
And for aJ tlut yit h>•·e .,.., do 
Whot so we mihte to reforme 
The pes, whan we Jn such n fom1e 
Sente Anthenor, ns ye we} knowc. 
And thel here grete wordes blo .. e 
Upon her 'fTOngful dedes eke ; 
And who tlut wolc himself noght meke 
To pes, ond list no reson mke, 
Men 111'in reson him wol fors.•ke: 
For in tbe n1uhltude of men 
l< noght the strengthe, for with ten 
It both be sen in ,..,.. querele 
Ayein an hundred folse ~ 
And hod the ~trc of god~ gmee. 
This hnlh befollc in 11\0II)' ploc:e; 
And if it like unto you nl1e, 
l wole A5SOie, hou 10 it f.Ue, 
Oure enemis if 1 mi gri~"e; 
For I ha•·e cawht o gtet belie11e 
Upon n point I wol declare. 

7J90 

This ender ¢>y, •• 1 gan fnre , . .. 
To hunte unto the -•• hen p " s 
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Which ..-u tofore myn houndes stert, 
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And e\•e-ry m:tn went on hi! aydc 
Hin• to 11nunmie, nnd I to ryde 
llc<,;.:~.n the chaee, and smh to seieJ 
\\'ith:Jnnc • -.·hal~ oul or ani weie 

[1' .uc or PAaB A:t 
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1 rod, and n) .. le where I wu. 
And skp rne cauht•, ond on the grr~.~ 
Jlesid• • welle I Illy me doun 
To slepc, And in :t visloun 
To mr the god Mercurie cam; 
GoddCO>eo thre with rum he nam, 
~linen·e, Vtnus and juno. 
And in his hond an Appel tho 
lie h lcltl of gold with letttes write: 
And thi• he dede me tO wite, 
Hou thot thei putt bem upon me, 
Th>t 10 the f~in:ote o( hem thre 
Of gold th3l Appel scholde I yive. 
With eeh of hem tho wns I schrive, 
And cellon Caire tne bchlhte j 
Bot Venus IC'ide, if !hot oche mihte 
That Appel of mi );fie gete. 
Sche wolde it nCl-eren>Or fotyele, 
.\nd seide hou tbat in Oreee lond 
Sche wolde bringe unto myn bond 
Of nl this Erthe the foireste; 
So thot me thoghte it for the beste, 
To hrre nnd yo! tlut Appel tho. 
Thus ho(M! [ wc:l, if th31 I go, 
'l'htU schc for me wol !fO ordeine, 
That thel mntiere forto pleigne 
Schul hat·e, er tlut I come ayein. 
IS'ou baye ye hml thot I ...al oein: 
Sey ye who! st•nt in youre a••is.' 
And cvory man tho seide his, 
And •un<iri CliUoes thei recorde, 
Jlot ote lute tl1oi :tcorde 
Th:lt l'llns sciW to Gr<ce wende, 
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And thus the p;utement to\; cnde. 
Cassandr>, whan sche herde o( thiS, 

The which to P:uis Soster U., 
Anon scl!e g:tn to ".:pe ond ..-etle, 
And seide, • .\lbs, wt..t ""' ou< clle 1 
Fonune -.;tb hire blmdc whitl 
N e wol noght lete ou• • ton de wei : 
~·or this I dar wei und"""ko:, 
1'hat i( P11ris his wcic: ~ke, 
As it is seid Lh:tl he ielutl do, 
We ben for e.vere Lhnnne undo.' 
This, which Cas$0ndf< lh>nne hihtc, 
In at the world M it berth sihtt, 
Ln bokes as num Ondc write, 
I< Lhat Sibille or whorn )'C Wllc, 

'rh>t :>.Ito men yit ctcpcn Mgc. 
1\'b:tn tt..t sche Wi>te or thi• vl:age, 
I lou Paris soh:>.l to C:rece f•re, 
No womnun mihte wone (~art 
.Ne .so"'·e more: th:ln ~e cJcde; 
~\ nd ribt so in the same steele 
h:rde Helenu~ which 'fr.LS har brotha, 
or prophccie •nd ••ch •n Olh<r : 
.\nd ol wos hokle bot • jape, 
So that the pourpos wh1ch w;as schapc, 
Or- were hem lief or were hem loth, 
IVos holde, and onLo Crec-c goth 
ThiS Pori$ with hi• rctcttonec. 
.Inti 11!> it fell upon his chance, 
Or Crece he londeth "' on yle, 
And him was cold the faille: wh) lu 
()( folk •·hich h~ bt:g:tn to freyne, 
Tho w;u in thyle •lut.-ene lldl")·nt.', 
.\nd ek or contrts th""' ohoute 
or J.adis m:my 3 ltUti route, 
II itb mochel •·nnhl poeplc abo. 
And why thei <omen theder tho. 
'fhe ClU.\C Slod in IUCb ll Wi.\C, 
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For "orJC!tlpe >.nd for s:~ttifise 
Th>t thci to Veml! wolden m:oke, 
.~ 1 too tofore t..dde undmakc, 
Some of ~ will, some of bebes<e. 
~·or tt..nne was hire hihe fesce 
W othinne o ~mplc which wu there. 

Wlun Jla.ris wi'te wh.:u thei were, 
\non he schop his ordinance 
To gon llnd don his obeW:lnce 
To Venus on hire holl do)', 
-~nd dcde upon hts heste aroy. 
With grct richosse he him bchongeth, 
As it to such n lord belongelh, 
lie •'lll noghl ormed n.:uheles, 

7<90 
P . u. ass 

Hot os h were in lood of pes, 
And thus he goth forth OUl O( Sehipe 
And IAkth with htm his fel:ascbipc: 
In such manc:re u t you seie 
Unto the tcm1>le he hield his ..-eic • 

Tydinge, which goth o>·er.U 
To grtte and •male. forth withal 
Com lo the quoces £,., ond tolde 
!:lou floris com, and !bot he wolde 
Do acri(JSe to \'cnus: 
And whon l!Cbe borde telle thus, 
She thoghte, hou thnt it evere be, 
Th•t fiche wole hint obyde ond se. 

Forth comlh !'oris with gl>d visage 
Into the temple on pelrin•~ooe, 
Wher unto Venus the godd...., 
He yil\b ond oiTreth gret tichesse, 
And J>r<itlt hir that he preie wolde. 
And 1t..nnc uide he gan beholde, 
And •ih wher that this Jadi stod; 
And he forth in his cmssbe mod 
Colh ther sche wu and m:u:le hir <hiere, 
As he wol couthe in his manere, 
That of his wordes such pl=nae 
Sohe tok, !bot •I hore aqueintance, 

l30t wold< lidO 'JSIO on 1ldC! lh ••• Bs (1:m11 E) 
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Als (er(orth as the berte by, 
He sud er that he wente owny. 
So golh he forth nod t<>k his leve, 
And lhoghte, anon as it ,.,.. e•-e, 
Re wolde don bis Sacrilegge, 
Tlut nu.ny a nu.n it scholde abcsge. 

7$>0 

P.IL 386 
<n~·> 

Whon he to Scbipe ayeln was come, 
To him he bath bis conseil nome, 
And ol devised the matiere 
ln such u wise u thou seholt hiere. 
Withinne nyht aJ prh·ely 
Elis men be Wllmelh by ond by, 
'!'ht lhei be redy :lmled aone 
For certdn thing which was to done: 
And thei anon ben red! aile, 
And ech on other gan to mile, 
And went hem out upon the stroode 
And tok a pourpos ther alonde 
or wh>t thing that tbei walden do, 
To,...rd the temple and forth thei go. 
So fell it, or devocion 
Heleine (n COOlempla.cion 
With many on other worthi wlbt 
Was in the temple and wok aJ nyht, 
To bidde •nd ~ unto thymoge 
Of Venus, u was tlunne US>ge; 
So that i'ari1 riht :as him ltm: 
Into the temple, er the! it wi3te, 
Cam with his men aJ !Odeinly, 
And aile at ones Ktte llSCl')' 

In hem whlcbe in the temple were, 
For tho w:u mochel poeple there ; 
Bot or dc(enJe was no hotel 
So soll'ren thai that soll're mote, 

Paris unto the queene wemc. 
Ar.a hire in bothe blie annes hente 
\11th him an<! with his felascbipe, 
And forth tbci here hire unto Scbipe. 

;no 
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Up goth the Sell and forth thel wente, 
And such • wynd fortune hom Iento, 
Til tl1oi the hovene of Troie c:auhte; 
\Vbere out of Schipe anon thoi str.'Whte 

And gon hom forth tow;ud the toun, 
The whi<:b earn with processioun 
Aycin l'oris to 1en his preie. 
And every ~ru~n beg;ln to sele 
To Paris ond his fel:uchlpe 
AI that thei couthcn of worschlpe j 
Was non 10 lite! man in Trot<:, 
That he ne nu.de mertbe and jote 
or thAt Paris both wonne Helelne. 
Bot al thot merthe is sorwo and peine 
To Helen us and to ~undrc; 
For lhei it token ..:home and akloundre 
And lost or al the comun grace, 

7$70 

ThAt Paris out o( boll pboe 
Be Stdthe both cake a mannes wif, 
Wherof thAt he sc:lul lese his llr 

(mo' ) 

And mn.ny :t worthi man therto, 
And ol the Cite be rordo, 
Which no••ere ltbal be mad ayeln. 
And so it fell, riht as thd sein, 
The Sacrilege wbic:h be wroghtc 
Was <:Atae why the Gregois sougbte 
Unto the toun and it beleie, 
And wolden nc-vere parte awei~ 

7$8o 

P.llass 

Til what be 31elbte and whAt be strengthe 
Tbei badde It woone in brede and lengthe, 
And brent and .Uyn that was ,.jlbinne. 
Now se, ml Sone, which a sinne 
ls Sacrilege in holy stede: 
Be ....., therfore ond bidd thi bede, 
And do nothing in holy cherche, 
Bot that thou miht be resoo ,..erehc. 

And ek calc hiede or Aehillet, 
Wban he unto his love ches 
Polixem, that was also 

15 '70 10kc.a] lOicfeo S . . . 4 

159 

rr o\t.a or PAaiS AMO 
Hn.r.N.] 



(SAOIUf..C Or 
Lo\'U.L] 

Confetaor. 

( D~VIIIOI'fa or 
A VARitlt.] 

CONFESSIO M !ANTIS 

In boli 1emple of Appollo, 
Which "'21 1be caute wby be d)'dC 
.~nd Ill his lust was leyd uyde. 

And Trollus upon Cris<idc 
Also bis fcl"$1< love leide 
In hoi! pl•ce, and hou it ferde, 
AiJ who s<:ith1 nJ the worltl it hcrdc; 
Formke he w>S for Diomede, 
Such was of lo•·e hi• I:ISte mede. 

Fortbi~ mi Sone, 1 wolde cede, 
~ !his eM>mple as lhoo myh1 ~e. 
Seclt <lies, wher thou woh, lbi grace, 
And nr the wd in holi place 
Wb>l thou tO love do or spoke, 
In ounter if it to he wreke 
As 1 hou hut herd me told before. 
And lak good hledo also therfore 
Upon whAt forme, o( Avarice 
Mor lhan or eny other vice, 
I hllve divided in poriies 
The branches, whiche of compoinies 
Thu'l!hOul 1he world in geoenol 
Ben noo the !eden oveaJ, 
or Co.'Oillse and of l'erjure, 
Of f:aa broe>ge and of Usure, 
Of Skor~ne..., ond Unltiodesch!pe, 
Which nc•·ere drouh to felaschipe, 
Of Robberio ond privi S1ehhe, 
Which don is for lhe worldes wellhe, 
Of RAvine ond of Socrilegge, 
Which mok1h the conscience ogregge; 
Alth"'!h it oui richesse otteigce, 
It ftoureth, bot 11 sclul Rot!ht greine 
Unto the fruit of nht-..isnesse. 
Bot who thllt ..,Ide do Lugesse 
Upon the reule u it is yive, 
So myhte a man in troutbe Ji\·e 
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To"'rd his gcd, ond ek also 
ToW2rd the ..-orld, for bothe tuo 
Largesse oniteth os belongeth, 
To neither port th:u he ne wrongeth; 
He keplb himself, be keplh his frendes, 
So <tnn1 he muf 10 botbc hioe endes, 
Thot he excedeth no mesure, 
So wei he can himself mesure : 
Wberof, mi Sooo, tl1ou och•ll wile, 
So as the Philosoplue ""th write. ;6,o 

uii. Pl"ttllqM$ d ~s tbi()nu'll uln:l'fn1 f"' /gJ'g»u P. i.i.390 [.Pat~LJC.AUIY AMO 
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Betwen the too extremites 
or vice stant the propretes 
Of venu, and to prove It so 
Tok ~\ vorfce and tak also 
The vice of Prodeglllilc; 
Detwen hem Liberolitt, 
Which is the •·enu of Largesse, 
Stant ond go>-erneth his nobless~. 
For tho iuo vices in dioc:o<d 
Stonde <>~ as l finde of record ; ;6.;,o 
So that benrtn here tuo debot 
l..ug<>SC reuleth his aslAt. 
For ln a:uch wise a.s A\•arice. 
As I tofore have told the vice, 
Thurgh meit holdingc ond thurgh skarsnessc 
Stnnt in contraire to Lrugesse, 
Riht so slAnt Prodegalile 
Revers, bot •ot!hl in such degre. 
~·or so as A>'luice spllreth, 
And for10 kepe his ttaor eoreth, ;66o 
That other al his "'!hne and more 
Ayein the wise manneo lore 
\'inh ond despeodelh hiere >nd thore, 
So th>t him recclteth nevere where. 
While he moi borwe, be wol de1pende, 
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Til ntc Jaste he se.ilh, 'I wen de'; 
Bot that is spoken al to la te, 
For thanne is po•·erte nte gate 
And takth him e>'l:ne he the slieve, P. II. 39' 
For ~ wol be no witdom lie•'l:. ;670 
And rlhl M A••orice is Sinne, 
That wolde his trcsor kcpe •nd winno, (785o' ) 

Riht so is PI'Odeg:alite: 
!lot or Largesse in his d<gTt, 
Which e>'tne stant hetwen the tuO. 

The hihe god llnd man nlso 
The vertu ech or hem commendeth. 
For he himselven ferst a.mende:th, 
That overal his name sprodeth, 
And to :aile othre, where it nodeth, ;68o 

Be yifth his good in such • •isc, 
Thnt he m.akth many a mn.n Mise, 
Which elles scholde roue lowe. 
t.argesc:e mai nogbt ben unlc-nowe ; 
For what lond thAt he regnoth inne, 
lt mal nogbt (aile rorto winne 
Thurgh his decerte love and grnee, 
Wher It scb:>.l fallc in other plncc. 

And thus betwen tomoehe and lyte 
Largesce, which Is nogbt to wyte, ;61)0 
Halt evere forth the middel we1e : 
Bot who th:at Lome wole aw-tie 
Fro tb.•t to Prodegalile, 
Anon he lest the propretc 
or vertu and goth tO the vice ; 
For m such wise u Avarice 
Lat ror sc:u11oesse his goode Nlme, 
Rlht so that other is to bl•me, 
Which thurgh his wost mesure excedeth, P . n. 392 
For nonum ,wot whAt harm that bredeth. i7o' 

!lot moehel joie ther betydeth, 
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Wher thAI largesse an herte guydeth : 
for hiJ mesure is so govtrned. 
That he to bothe paru is lemed, 
To god and to the world :also, 
He doth reson 10 bathe tuo. 
The poverc: folk or hi• almCSS(! 
Rellc:vcd ben in the destresse 
or thurst, or hunger and of cold; 
The yille of him ..., nevere sold, 
Dot (rely )'ive, and DAtheles 
The myhti god or hi• encress 
Rcwaracth him oC double grace; 
The hevene he doth him to poureha<t 
And yiflh him e\: the worldes good · 
And thus the Cote (or the hod 
Latgesse tuth, and yit no Sinne 
He doth, hou so th•t evere he winnc. 

\VM.t m!ln ~th hors men yhoe him hors, 
Aod who non hath or him no Cars, 
For he lUi tbanoe "" rote go; 
The world hath C\'cre stonde so. 
Dot rono Ioken or the tweie, 
A man to go the siker weie, 
1ktrc b tO yi\'l: than to toke : 
With yille a man mai frendes =k~ 

7il0 
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llnt who tlut uktb or gret or S!IW, P. iJ. 393 
He l:lkth a charge forth withal, 
t\nd otont noght rre til It be quit. 
So forto deme in manncs wit, 
lt helpeth more a man to b:l•·e 
!lis oghne good, tb:ln fortO cr.ne 
Of othre men and make him boundc, 
Wher clles he mai nonde unbounde. 

Sencc conseileth in this wise, 
And sehh, ' Bot if tbl good suffise 
Unto the liking or thl wme, 
\\'ithdrawh tbl lust and hold the JtOie, 
And be to thi good 6Uflicont.' 
1105 m~~, Bc:aclu.t-a«:IIH!re " '"· A •• , fit 
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For that thing is appounemnt tH• 
To uouthe and causeth to be fre 
After the teule of ehllnte, 
Which (erst b<a:inneth of binueh-.,. 
For if thou richest othre t-ueh·e, 
IVherof thou seholt lhl.selt be povere, 
t not whnt thank thou miht reCO\'Cre~ 

Whil that a tnnn lutth good to yive, 
With grete routes he rruti live 
And h.1tb his frendes o~era.l, 
And ••-erich of him telle sdu.l. n~• 

Therwhlle he h•th his fulle pocl:e, 
Tbei seie, 'A good feb~·e is Jocl:e '; 
llot wbanno it faileth ate lute, 
Anon his pria thei O\'trcaste1 

For tb;mne is ther non Other lawe 
Bot, 'Jaekc wu n good feb.we.' 
Wh:tn Lbei him povere nnd nedy se, P. II. 894 
The• lcte him J>35SC nnd farwel he; 
AI tlutt he wende of compainie 
Is th:tnne tamed tO folie. 776o 

Bot nou to <peke in other kinde 
Of lo~, A Jn3n mai suche fi.ode, 
That wber thei come in every route 
Thei c:ute and ..aste her lo•·e aboute, 
Til al here time is overgon, 
And tbanne hove thei love non : 
For who that loveth avera!, 
It is no reson tlutt he schol (7900 •) 
or lovt: hove eny proprete. 
forthi, mi Sone, avise thee 77;o 
If thou of Jove bast be to brgt!, 

For sueh • mon is nogbt to cbaige: 
Aod if it .., be tlut thou bast 
Despended ol thi time in 'II"2St 

And set thi lo•-e in sondri plAce, 
Tho"3b thou the substance of thi graee 

11~ma,'6'"nAplU;tA Amplu1H1ERC AmpUMIBt Att1bi'OIIH.1X 
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Lese ate bste, it is no wonder ; 
For he tlutt put bimseh= undet', 
As who seith, comun overal, 
lie lest the love !lpe<io.l ;;Ro 
or eny on, if scbe be wyo; 
For love sebal noght here hlk pris 
Uc rc.son, wh;ume it p.useth on. 
So have I sen ful many on, 
That were of love wei at esc, 
Whiche aftet' felle in gret desese 
Thurgh wast of lo•'e, tlut lbei •P"nte P. il. 395 
ln sondri phces wbe< tbei wente. 

Riht so, mi Sone, l ue of thee 
If thou with Prodegolite ;;g> 
Host bier •nd tber tlti love wa9led. 

M i fodet', nay; bot I ha••e tliJted 
In mnny • plaee os I have go, 
And yit love I nevere on or tho, 
Bot forto drive forth the dol. 
For lle•·<th wei, myn hcrte Ia oy 
With0t11C mo foe ~-uemore 
AI upon on, for I nomore 
Desire bot hire love a! ooe : 
So make l m.uty a prive mone, ;Soc> 
For wei 1 ficle I hove desponded 
Mi Ionge love nnd noght amended 
Mi sped, for oght I fiudc yit. 
If this be wast to youre wit 
Of love, ond P rodegolite, 
Nou, goode foder, demcth ye : 
llo< of o thing I wol me sehryve, 
That I schal for no lcm: tbryve, 
Bot if birself me wol rtlie>-c. 

Mi Sone, tlut I rmi wd lieve : ;S•o 
And notheles me semeth oo, 
For oght thot thou bast yit ntisdo 
or time which thou host despended, 
It rruti with grace ben amended. 
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t·or thing which nui be worth th<o COlt 
Per chaunee is nouther wut ne lOll; 
For wb3t thing swu on a•-entu~. P. IL 396 
That c:au no worldes crnture (79~o') 
Telle in certein hou it scbal weode, 
Til he !hero( mai sen an ende. 71•• 
So that r 001 as yit therro~ 
I( thou, mi Sooe, b:ISI wonne or lore: 
k'or olle time, as it is oene, 
Whnn Somer h>th lOSt al hi• grene 
And is with Wynter w.,, and bnrc, 
That him is left nothing to Sp.\re, 
AI is recovered in a throwe; 
The <olde wyndts overblowe, 
And stille be the seharpe a<houres, 
And aoudeinliche aycin his ftoures ;s1o 
The Somer hapneth and is riche: 
And ao per cas thi gr.tees hebe, 
Mi Sone, thogb thou be nou poYere 
or lo•·e, yit thou miht =overe. 

Mi Wier, cmes grant merci: 
Ve ba~-e me b.wht 10 rtddi, 
That •-vere whn I live scbal 
The betre I mai he war withal 
or thiog which ye have seid er this. 
Bor overmore hou Lhat it i.s. 7S4o 
Toward mi scbrifte as it belongeth, 
To wile of othre point> me longeth; 
Whcror that ye me walden teche 
With ol myn herie 1 you bes«he. 

Explicit Llber Quintus. 
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lnclplt Llber Seztus 
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Tuc grete Senne originlll, 
Which e•e'Y IDAll in general 
Upon his bertbe hath em-enrmed, 
ln Paradis it ns mystymed : 
Whan Adaln or tbilke Appel bot; 
His swete morscel was tO hot, 
Which dedly made the monkinde. 
And in the bokH os I 6nde, 
This vice, which $0 out oC rule 
Hath seuc ous llllc, i• cleped Cole; 
or which the bmncht:s ben so grete, 
That of bem aile I wol nogbt tretc, 
!lot only ll!l touchcodc or tuo 
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l thenke opeke cltld or no mo; 
Wberor tho fmte is Dronkescbipe. 
Which berth the cuppe fcWc:hipe. 
Ful m•ny • ~onder doth this vice, 
lie can make or • wisman nyce, 
And of a fool, that him scbal serne 
That he can al the bwe deme, 
And fi•-.!n ~ juggtl'lent 
Which longeth to the nrmament 
On,._.., of the 4tet"re: and o( the mone; 
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And thus be lllllktb • gret ele<k sone 
or him tlut is • lewed mon. 
lbu is nothing which. he ne can, 
Whil be both' Dronkcscbipc on honde, 
Re knowth the See, he ltnoWih the ltronde, 
He is a noble IDllD of 1U111CS, 

And yit no strengthe is in hi.s armes : 
Tber he was •ttong ynouh tofore, 
Walh Dronkeschipe it is fortore, 
And al is clu.nged his "-<l4t, 
.And wext anon ao fieblc nnd m:u, 
Tbnt he tnlli nouther go ne come, 
Bot al togedre hfm is bcnome 
The poucr botbc of bond And fot, 
So thot algate o bide he mot. 
And lllle bise wiues he ro'l·et, 

•• The which is to him such :1 let, 
That be w-ot ne\<"'t:re wtut he doth, 
Ne which is fAJs, ne which is soth, 
Ne which is cia~ ne wbtch is nyht, 

P. Ui. a 

And for the time be knowth no wyht, 
'lb;u be ne wot so mocbe as this, 
Wbot JllllOCr thing himselven is, 
Or be be nun, or he be beste. 
'!'bot bolde 1 riht • sorf feste, 
Whan he that reson understod 
So aoudeinliclle is "'Oxe wod, l!O 
Or elles lith. the dede man, 
Which nouther go ne speke o:nn. 
Thus o!ie he is to l>edde hrosht, 
llot where be lith yit wot he noght, 
Til be nrise upon the morwe; 
And thanne he seith, • 0, which a sot we 
It is a m:m be drinkeles!' 
So that halfdrunke in such a res 
With dreie mootb be stene h•m uppc, 
And seitb, 'Nou !Joilla I" the ~ppt.' 60 
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'11ut m~de him lese his wit ot ev~ 
Is 1hlnne a mor•c :ll his bele\--e; 
The cuppc is al that e>'ele him pleseth, 
And olso that him mOlt deseselh ; 
It i• the cuppe wham he sen·eth, 
Which aile am fro him kerreth 
And aile halts to him bringeth : 
In joic he wcpth, in sorwe he sing<1h, 
For l>ronke.chipc is so diver$, 
h m:ty no why1e 'Stonde in vers. 70 
H e d rinkth the wyn, bot ·~ last" P. Ill. 4 
The W)~n clrynk1h him nod bint him fastt=, 
And Ieith him drunke be the wa l, 
Ao him which io his bonde thrlll 
,\nd ol in bis subjecc:ion. 

And lich to ..-uch condiclon, 
A• fono apcke it other wise, 
It ullelh that the mo.te wise 
&n orherwhile of lore adoted, 
;\nd 10 bewboped ond UIOied, 
0( drunke men that OC\'ele fit 

Was non, which h.llf so loote his wit 

or drinkc, •• thci of such thing do 
Which deped i• the jolir wo; 
And w:uen of here oghne thoght 
So drunkc, th>t thci knowe noght 
What rc$on i1, ur mota or le;se. 
Such i> the kinde or that sieknesse, 
And thtt io llOQbt for In eke of br.tin, 
Bot IO\'C is or "" grct • main 
'!'hat where be takth nn hcrte' on hondo 
Thcr mlli nochlng bis miht w-ithstood~: ' 
T he wi><: Solomon w>s nome, 
.\nd >tronge S3mpson 0\-.reotne, 
The knthlli llond him nc mibte 
Rtscoue, tbot he •ith the SJhlc 
or Berubce "" .,... besllld, 
\'•rgile al<o w;a.s overlad, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

And Arislotle was put Wider. 
Forthi, mi Son~, it is no wonder 
If thou be dtunke of lo1·e o.mong, 
Which is above alJe othre strong : 
And if 10 i1 that thou so he, 
Tell me thl Schrine in privitc; 
It i• no schame or such a thew 
A yong man to be dronkelcw. 
Of sucll Phisique I CUI a pm, 
And •• me semetb be that an, 
Thou tcholdeat be Phisonomie 
Be achaJM'n to th:at maladie 
or lovedrunke, and th:at is routhe. 

Ha, holi fader, al is ttouthe 
Thlt yc me telle: I am belr.nowc 
Th.11 I with lo•c :un so bethro••e, 
And n1 myn hertc is so thurgh aunkc, 
That I nm I'Crrallche drunk~ 
And yit I mol bothe SJM'ke and go. 
Bo1 J am overcome so, 
And tomed fro miselC so elene, 
That one I wot noght wh:at 1 mene ; 
So that excusen I ne mai 
Min heru; fro the felSte day 
That I cam to mi ladi kithtl>~ 
I w:lS yit ~brc nevere sitbtbe. 
Wher I hire •• or IC hire nogb~ 
With mu•ingc of min ogboe tlooght, 
or love, which min hertc assoileth, 
So drunke I am, that mi wit fru1eth 
And :tl rni bnln is O\'ertomcd, 
And 1ni manere so mis:torned. 
That I forycte •1 that 1 can 
And stonde beb a lllU<d ne~n ; 
11ut ol\e, whanne I ~e p1eie, 
It makth me dra"e out of the wcric 
In soulein pl:i<e he m!S<Ive, 
As doth • lnbourer to delv~ 
\Vhich Clln no gcntil m:annes chere; 
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Or elles as • !ewed f'me, 
\\'han he is put to his JM'D3nc>e. 
Riht so 1tst 1 mi contien.1nce. 1-.o 
And if it nedes •o berydc, 
Thnt I in compoinie abyde, 
Whcr as r mostc dauncc and singe 
The bo,·<>dance an~ c.uol!nge, 
Or forto go the newefot, 
1 rnai noght wel hc"-c up mi rot. 
If that sche be noght In the weic ; 
for thanne is a1 mi Ott:nhe :a.W~·t'~ 
And wuc """" of thogbt so full, 
ll'herof mi limes ben so dul~ •so 
I mai unetl>es gon the pas. 
for thus it is a.nd evere ,a.s, 
Wbnnne 1 on suchc thashtca muse, 
The lust and merthe thot men use, 
Whan 1 se noght mi lndl byrne, 
i\1 is foryete for tl>e time 
So fcrforth tlut mi wittcs ch>ngen 
And •lie lustes fro me m•ngen, 
That thei we aile trcwc 1 y, 
And s•ere, th:u it am nasht I. rllo 
For ., the n>:>n which ofte dnnketh, P. Iii. 1 
Wtth win th:ll in his stomac s'inketb 
WC><t drunlte ond witles for • throwc, 
R1ht so mi lust is overthrowe, 
And of onyn oghne ohoght 110 mot 
1 wcxe, dmt t.o myn utM 
Ther is no Hme wol me ~rve, 
Bot :LS n drunke man I t 'l'l't-"'e, 
And suffre such a l'usion, 
Th.·u men have gret compusaon, s;.o 
1\nd everich be biONelf men·e1l!eth 
1\ hot tl>ing it is that me so cil!eth. 
Such is the m3nere or ml wo 
Which time tlut I am him fro, 
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172 CONP'ESSIO A~t..U'IITIS 

[I t•'' UM.~liiCh Til clt O.)tin Uutt l hire se. 
:"U• ... l Uot tb.mnc it we~ :a nycete 

' I o telle you hou !hot I f•re: 
For \\'hn1mc I mni upon hire sLue, 
I lire womnl:lnhede., birt: gentil~, 
~~~-n herte i• full of •u<h gbdnCIIC, 1 "> 
Tlut O\'CfJJ"'nt!th 110 mi w1~ 
Thnt I wot Ht\1ere where it iit, 
lim om so drunken of thoz sihte, 
\!e tbenkth tlut for the time I mihte 
R1ht sterte thurgh tbe hole w;~U; 
J\ nd th:tnne f mni wt~l1 i( I sc:b:al. 
llothc singe ond <bunce and lcpe aboute, 
\nd holde forth the lusti route. 

!lot notbeiCJ it fallcth 10 

Fuloftc, thot I (ro !;ire go '?O 

Ne m:Ut bot ns it were a. st3.ke, P. iU. 8 
J stonde 3\'i'\C'ment to take 
\nd Joke upon hire f:Ure foce; 
That for the 11hilo out of the place 
For al the world ne myhte [ wcnde. 
Such last comth thanne into mi mende, 
So tlut withoute anete or drinke, 
Of lustl thoughtcs whiche I thinkc 
Me thcokth I mihtc lftondcn .,·ere; 
.<\nd so it ..-ett- to me Je,·ue .ooo 
Thon such n sihto for1o lcvc, 
If thot schc wolde yif me levc 
To luvc so mochcl of ml wille. 
• \nd thus tltenkende J Aondc stnlc 
\\" uhoote blcnehioge of myo yhe, 
Riht >s me thogluo th~t 1 sybe 
Or P3!adls the moste joie: 
.\nd so lherwhile I me rejoic, 
Into m) n hcrte a gnt desi.t, 
'fbe whttb u hotere thnn the ryr, 110 

J\1 soudeinlicht upon me renncthJ 
'l'h:lt •I mi thoght withinne brennah, 
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1\nd am so ferforlh overcome, 
That 1 not whtrc I llm become ; 
So t1uu among the betes strange 
In stcdc or drinke I underf9nge 
A thoght 110 5Wete in mi coroge, 
'l'h:u nc,_ Pyment ne ''em>ge 
\l'os holf 110 sy,ete for1o drinke. 
for ns 1 wolde, thonno I thinke 
AI t.bogh 1 were !lt myn nbove, 
for so thurgh drunke I atn of love, 
That al thot mi sotye demttb 
1 s soth, aa thnnne it to me. scmcth. 
And wbyle I m:ti tho thogbtes kcpe, 
Me tbeoktb os thogh I were >sleJ)C 
And lh>~ I "ere tn goddcs bum , 
Uot who.nnc I se myn oghnc h:Lrtn, 
And that I •oudeinliehc awoke 
Out of my thought, and biedc U\ke 
Hoo lh>t the solhe •unt in dede, 
Thannc is mi sd::.;rne.se in drt:de 
1\nd joic torned inh-l wo, 
So lh>t the hete is "I ago 
Of such sott< as I ns innc. 
And thanne ~ycinword I beginne 
'l'o tAke of love • newt thOBt, 
The wh~<h me grievtth allher .. orst, 
For lhoone comlh the bb.ochc fie•ere. 

... 
P. Ill. 9 

.... 

\Vilb ebele and m.akth me so to chic,·erc, l i e 

And so It coldeth nt myn hert<, 
Thai wonder is boo I ostcrt<; 
In such ~ point lh>t I ne dcie: 
J:"or certC" ther was nevere keic 
Ne frosen ya upon the wnl 
More inly cold lh>n l otn. ol. 
And thus sotrre l the bote chele, 
Which ~h Othrc petnes fclc; 
tn cold 1 brenue And fr~:se in hctc: 
And thAnne I drinke • btl<!< swete '!<> 
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Wilh drcie Iippe nnd yhen wete. 
l.A; 1hu1 J lempre n1i dictc; 
And lllke o drauhte or such reles, 
ThAt •I mi "fit Is h~rteles, 
And AI mrn herto, ther it ,.;~ 
Is, 11 who Ieith, withoute wit; 
So thAt to prove it be r<son 
In makinge or eontpuuon 
Ther mal no diiTerenee be 
~wen a dnmke man and ~. 
llol ol the WOr1tC o( 0\'Crydton 

Is <1'erc th.lt I thurs~ in on; 
The rno<e th.lt myn hene drinketb, 
The more I rnA)' ; 10 th.lt me tbinketh, 
My thur1t sdW nevere ben oquemL 
God aebilde tbot I be DQCht dreint 
or such • superfluite: 
For ~..,1 1 fiele in mi d<grc 
·rh.:u al mi wh is overcast. 
Wheror I om the more ogMt, 
Th.lt in def.1uhe or l:adischipe 
Per cbonte in ltiCh o drunkcschipe 
I moi be ded er I be wor. 
For certea, (:Leier, this I dll.r 
Jkol:nowe and in ml IChrifte telle: 
llot I o drauhte hO\'C or th•t welle, 
In which mi deth is and mi lir, 
Mi joie It tamed into strlf, 
Tl\llt sobrt !!ChAI I nevQrc wotthc, 

P. Hi. to 

•!So 

Bot D$ a drunkc ma.n forworthc: ; 
So that in londc where I fore 
The lust ~~ lore of mi welf:ue, 
As he t hot mni no bote Ande. 

•llo 
P. HI. II 

llot thit me thcnkth n wonder kinde, 
As I nm drunke o( thot I drfnke, 
So nm I ek for (oltc o( dnnke ; 
or which 1 ftnde no rcles: 
llot ,r I myhto lllltheleo 
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or such n drinke as 1 eovelte, 
So os me lisle, hnve o receite, '90 
L scholde assobre and fore wel. 
Bot so Conune upon hire whiel 
On bib me deigneth noght to ICllc, 
1-'"or e\·eremore 1 finde a Jtu.e : 
The hoteler is nogbt mi (rend, 
Which h.lth tbc keie be tbe bend ; 
1 mai wei wisshe end tbot is wut, 
For ••I 1 ·~ so frcissh a w~ 
llot if mi grace be the moro, 
1 sch.aJ us:aie ne,·eremore:. 300 
Thus am I drunlte o( that 1 IC, 

For wtinge it dcfmded me, 
And I can DQCht mltel•..,n 1tanche : 
So thot, mi t'ader, or thit branche 
I am gulrif, to tellc trouthe. 

Mi Sonc, th.lt me thenketh routhe ; 
For lovcdrunke is the meocbie( 
Abo<oe aile othre the moot chief, 
If he no lusti thoght assoie, 
Which tru~i his sorl tburst nlble: a •• 
AA for the time yit it lisscth P. Ill, 12 
To him which othcr joie mi11ctb. 
Fortbi, mi Sone, oboven oUe 
Thenk wei, hou so It chc b<'falle, 
And kcp thl wlttcs that thou h.ut, 
And let hem noght be drunlce In wn" 
llot nnthelcs ther is 110 wyht 
Thnt mai wiLhJtonde loves miht. 
Bot why the cnuse Is, as 1 finde, 
or thAt ther is diverse kinde J•• 
or lovedrunke, ~·hy men pleigneth 
After the court which nl ordeignetb, 
1 wol the tellcn the mnnere; 
Nou lcot, mi Sone, ond thou scholt htere. 

For tbe rortune or e•••ry cbonee 
After the goddcs pourveance 
To m:ut il groweth from abo,·t, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

So th•t the sped of • •·try love 
Is sehape tb<r<, er it bcfalle. 
For I upiter •bo• en .Uc, 
Which is or goddes so,·erein, 
J huh in his ceHe.r, as men Gein. 
•l'uo tonnes (ullc of love dtinkc, 
Tt.3t maken m:my !ln bate ~inke 
And many an herte al$o t ftcte, 
Or of Lbc 10ure or of tho- twctc. 
Tlmt on is full of such piment, 
Which P"SS"th all entendemcnt 
Of nunnes wiU, 1( be it Ubt~, 
And m.tluh a jolif '-<< m ho.uc: 
11101 other bit<r :u the g>llc, 
Which mo.kth n m:mocs hcrtc paUe, 
\l'hos drunkctehil"' i! a •icknesse 
Thutgb 6ehngc or the bottmesse. 
Cupide is botcler of bothc, 
Which to tho Hcve and to the lathe 
Y!rth of the owcto nnd of the sourc, 
'l'h3t ~ome l:awhc, and some loure. 
Dot for so mochc as be bhnd is, 
l'uloftc time he goth omi! 
And t ,];;th the bodde for the goode, 
Whocb hindreth "'""Y a mannes fode 
1\"ill;o"te c:ausc. ond Corthreth cite. 
So he thor some of lo1-e oel:c, 
Whiche ogbte uf reson to ben hole, 
And some comcn to tbe dole 
In happ and •• hemselve leste 
Drinke undeserved of the best<. 
And thus thi1 blinde Boteler 
Yiflh of the trouble in lledt or cler 
And ek the clcr in • tede of trouble : 
l.o, hou he can the hertes trouble, 

:140 
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And malttb men drunke ~I upon ch>unce 

3~ bc.dallc JH,F.RBt, 01' 339 cute AdBT, Hl 3.54 of 1 c: 

fC'kt AM·· • B• 351 In IRpc AlJ 3,58 vn.-erued AM W 
363 drinkc all-It X, AdBT drunken (o.w. al) £ all (OHt .. druakc) ~ 
droolle ud \V 

LIBER SEXTUS 

Withoute lnwc of govem;mce. 
J( he dr>..-e or the ....... tonne. 
1Ranne is the sonre a1 Ol"tnonne 
or lo,·edrunkc, and sch•lt noght gre,-en 
So to be drunk,en every eron, 
J'or nl Is thannc bot a gome. 
Rot wh:tnnt it is nogbt of the ume, .;;o 
And he the boter tonne dmweth, P. Ill. 4 
Such drun\:esehipe an bttte gnaweth 
And fteble th a l n monnes thoght. 
Th•t betre him were h>•·e drunke nogbt 
And >I his bred h>ve eten dreic; 
For th>nne he lest his lusti weie 
With drunke&chipe, nnd wol noght wbidcJ 
To go, the wclc:t ben so slider, 
ln which be mai per cas so folle, 
That be 5Cb;al brel:e hi! .ritteo all<. '" 
• \nd in this wir.e men be drunkc 
A ncr the drink thnt thei hn• e drunke: 
Dot olle drinlccn noght olikc, 
For oom seh:ll singe liDd som seh>l •>·kc, 
So that tt me nolhing mm·enlcth, 
:\li Sonc, of love that thee cilleth ; 
J'or wei r knowe be thi 13lC, 
Th>t thou hMt dnonken of the duale, 
Which biter iJ, 111 god the oendc 
Such gruce tbot tbou mibt amende. l~• 

llot, Sone, thou sch:tlt bidde and prdt• 
l n suc.h il wi.so n.s I sc:bal seie, 
Th>t thou the lu.ti welle atteigne 
Thi yofuU thurstes to rcstreignc 
or love. and wte the swctneac; 
At, 1-lllchus dede in his di5tre$se, 
Wh•n bodiliche thurst him hente 
In str.mge londes whtrc he ?tente. 
This Bochus Sone of Jupittr 
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Wa.s hore, And 11.s he wcnte fer 
Be his fadres usigncment 
To mJke a wene in Orient • 
And &ret pooer with him he bddc, 
So tbot the heiere bond he h.•dde 
And" victoire o( hrs enernys. 
And torncth homw•rd wiU1 bis prh, 
Jn such a conue which was drete 
A mttc:hief fell upon the ~·eie. 
ru he rod with his compoinie 
N yh to the strondes of Lubie, 
Ther myhtc thei no drlnke finde 
Of 1'.1Utr nor o( Other kinde, 
So that himself >nd ol his host 
Were of ddaltc o( drinke almost 
Oistruid, and thonnc Bochus preid< 
To J Ul>ilcr, ond thus he seide : 
' 0 hlhe fader, that scot oJ • 
To ~hom is reson thot I schoJ 
Bes«hc and prtie in e'~ ncde, 
Behold, mi fodcr, ond lllk hicde 
'I11i.s wofulJ thurst that we ben innc 

'"" P.u;. ,5 

••o 

••o 
To ato.unchc1 and grnntc ous forto winne, 
And $11U( unto tbc contre (are, 
l\lber thot oure ltuti lo•-es are 
\Vaittndc upon owe hom cominge-.' 
And wnh tbe •·ois o1 his preiynge, 
1\'hich herd was to the goddes hihc, 
Re ayh anon fofora his yhe 
A wether, which the ground h:uh sporned . 
And wher he both 11 o'·enft--' ' 
• ~·~~ ~~0 

flier oprnng a wclle (reissb ond cler, P. 111. 16 
'Ybero( hit oghne bottler 
After the luste. or his wille 
Was •'·cry man to drinke biJ folie. 
And for this ilke gye~e s;nce 
Jlocbus upon the same ploce 
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A riche temple let arerc, 
Whrch cvcre scholde •tondc there 
To thursti men in reanembr:tnce. 

Fonhi, mi Sonc. after this chance 
It oit thee wei to ~:~ken hicde 
So forto preie upon thi ncde, 
As U.chus preidc for the we lie; 
And thenk, ns thou hut herd me tclle. 
H ou groec he gradde and gr><e he hadde 
He wos no (ol tbot (tB~ so mddc, 
For ~elden get • domb mon lond: 
Tok thot proverbe, ond undcntond 
Thot wordes ben Of ••ertu grotc. 
Forthi to speke thou ne lete, 
And ue and prei erli and ~tc 
Thi thurst to quench<, ond tbenk olgote, 
The bottler which berth the keie 
Is blind, as thou ho>t herd me ocie ; 
And if it mibte so bctyde, 
Thot he upon the blinde side 
Ptr eu the S'Kctc: tonne atltubte, 
1'hon IICholt thou h3vc • lusti dmuhte 
And W<IXC cr loveJrunke sobre. 

fiO 
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.\nd thus I rcde thou ossobrc •6o 
·rhin herte in hope of such • groce; P. iii. 17 

For drunkescbipe '" <'~ pbce, 
To whether side th.lt it tome. 
Doth hum ond makth • m>n to spome 
And one folie in such • wise, 
\Vher he per cas mmi noght ttrise. 

And (ono toke in e•'idcnce 
l:pon the .othe experience, 
So os It hath bdnlle er this, 
ln ev~)' m::1nnes mouth it is 
Hou TriStr:lm Wl\$ or love drunke 
1\'ith Jklc Ysolde, ~·han tbei drunke 
The drink which Bmngwein bem bctok, 
F.r thot lung More his Eem hire tok 
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CONFESS!O AMANT!S 

To W)'VCl n~ It wn.s nl"tcr knowc. 
Anti ek, n1i Sonf', if thou woh knowe, 
,\, it h•th f.tlltn o.-.nnore 
In lo\'es C:W\C• and ~t i1 more 
()( drunl;.cschipe fono drede, 
J\s It whnom befell in dedc, 
\\'hero( thou moht the betre tsclouie 
or drunke mtn th:at thou ne mie 
The c;ompaignie in no m:anere, 
, \ gret ens:un1,1e thou sc:h11h hi ere. 

·rhis finde l .. ·rite in Poaic: 
or thill<e faire lpoucie, 
or \\hO$ baute ther .. sche ..-... 
Sp:ok e,·ery mon,-nnd fell per cns, 
That PirotoUs fO him spcdde, 
'llut he to "'> ve hire scboldc ~·edd.; 
\\'herof that he gret joie m>de. 
And for he woldc his Jo,·e glade, 
Ayein the dAy or mariage 
Jlc mouthe bothe and be mess:~ge 
Hlse frendes to 1~ feste he preide, 
With gtet wof'IChipc nod. as n\e.n seidc, 
I le hath Ibis yonge L1di •J>Oused. 
And whan thnt thei were nile housed, 
1\nd set :lnd ~rved >~le mete, 
111er """ no wyn ..-hich moi be ge:e, 
·n,:n tJu:r ne W:\5 plente rnouh : 
JJnt Dochu< lhilke tonne drQuh, 
\ \'hero( be wcie or drunkeathipe 
The greteste of the ret:..ch•pe 
\\'tn:: oute or rnon 0\"tfU:k.e; 
And \'enus, whith hath also take 
1'hc cause most in speci;:a_J, 
llaoh yove hem drinke forth wolhal 
0( thitke CUJliMl Which <J.Cil<th 
TI1e lUSt • •hen nne a m:m dthteth: 

-p iii. t8 
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LIBER SEXTUS 

And thus be double wcio dnonke, 
Or lust thAI itke ryri runke 
!lath mo.d htm, os wbo 5elth, twfwodo, 
Th:t.t lhti no re10n undera\ode, 
Ne to non other thing thei syhen, 
!lot hire, which wrore here yhcn 
Wu ftddcd thollte &arne <by, 
'llut freissbe ,. of, that lusti M•)·, 

lMAtUUM~C o• Ptal· 
ruous.l 

On hire it wa.s nl that thei thogbten. 
And so ferforih here luste• loghten, 
That tbei the whiche named were 
Ccnuuri, .... reste there 

••• 
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or on .went, of on oeord 
ThiS yonge .,;r m•lgre hire lord 
In such a mge owei forth !Jldden, 
As thei "hiche non insibtc hadden 
Bot only 10 h<T drunke rue, 
Whtcb many t\ m:m h!lth m;Ld nlisf~rc 
1 n love als wcl rut other wcfe. 
\\ hcrof, if r acl~al more acic 
Upon the nature o( the vice, 
or cus<ume and of exeereioe 
The manncs smoe bou it fordoth, 
A 1.4le, whic.b was whilom toth, 
or rooles that so drunken were, 
1 s<h>l reherce unto thine Ere. 

1 rede in • Cronique thus 
Of Call~ and or Vitellus, 
The whiche of Sp:ligne bothc were 
The gmeste of aile othre there. 
And bothe or o condicion 
,\ncr the diSJ)Osicion 
or glotanie ond drunkeschit>•· 
That \\113 o sori rcWchipe : 
For this thou m1ht wcl undemonde, 
'llul man mM "el nogltt Ionge stonde 
Which is W)'ndrunlce of comun us; 

l3• 
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CONFESSJO AMANTIS 

J>or he l1oth lore the venus, 
Wheror reson him scbolde clothe; 
And LbAt ,... S<:ene upon hem bathe. 
M tn ~tin lhrr is non cvidtnce, 
Whero( to kno .. e • difference 
llct•-en the drunken and the wode, 
For thei be nevere nouther goode; 
For wher that wyn doth wit aweie, 
Wisdom hath l~t the nht• .-eie, 
That h" no nuner viet dr..dm • 
~ ' nomore than • blind ~mn thr..dm 
His n..dle be the Sonnet lyba. 
NomO<e is reson thann" or mybt, 
Wb:ln be with drunke.c:hipc: is bltnL 
And In this point thri weten scbtnt, 
Thi$ G•lb:l bathe and ek Vitclle, 
Upon the cause •• I ochal teiJe, 
Wherof good is to tAken bi..de. 
For thtl tuo thurgh her drunkenhi..de 
or wltlts «cilll.cioun 
Opprasede al the n>oion 
or Spoigne ; for or fool UJ.~nce, 
Which don wu o( continuAnce 
or hem, whiche aldAy drunken ....... 
TI1er was no wif ne rn.1iden there, 
Wh:u so lhei were, or fli\irc or foule, 
Who1n thei ne tuken to defoule 
Wheror the lond WIU oOen wo ,' 
And ok in othre thinges rno 
·r htl wroghtcn mnuy n sondri Yt'rOng. 
Hot hou 110 th>t the d•i be long 
T he dorke nyht comth ntc loste; 

S!O 
P. iii. 2 0 

C od woldc noght thel scholdtn l:ute • 
And ochop the lawe In >uch n wise 
That thci ihurgh dom to the juise ' 
Be dampn..d rorto be forlore. 

!SO 
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Bot thei, tho< hndden ben 1ofort 
Enclin to aile drunkcnes:sc.,-
H ere r-nde th.:mne bolr witnesse ; 
FO< thci in hope to aS>uage 
• .,. pemt or deth, upon the rage 
Thnt thei the tu.e ocholden ficle, 
Or wyn Itt fille full a Miele, 
And dronken ttl 00 wu befalle 
That thd her strengthes losten olle 
\Vithouten wit of cny brain ; 
And thu• thri ben h•lfd..de abin, 
Tlut bern ne grien•th bot a lyte. 

Mi Sone, if thou be rono •1·te 
In coy point which I b:l•-e oeid, 
Whetof thi wittcs ben unteid, 
1 r..de clepc: hem hO<n ayein. 

1 sc:h>l do, folder, u ye oem, 
Als {erfonh os I JTUI aull'~>e : 
Bot wel I wol t~t in no wise 
The drunke&ehipe of lov" oweie 
1 mni remue be no weae, 
It st:ml nosht upon rny fonunc. 
Bot ;r you lirte. to comune 
or Lhe second< Clotonie, 
Which dep..d io Oelic:acle, 
\Vheror ye tpicken hier tofore, 
&seche I woldc you therfore. 

Mi Sone, u of th•t like vice, 
Which of nile othrc is the Norrie:<:, 
And stonl upon the rt tenue 
Of Venus, so M it is due, 
The prOJ)rtiC hou tllllt it forcth 
The bok hiemOer nou decbrcth. 

IJ. JH/i'aL t llltl Jtu/tlb I Uifl liii'D /Jt'ltiiiiiM, 
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'.JUI~If COIIIf'/tffll '!'"" llt..U'tJri IHitmrtv lfflltft'/~ 
£um fl(l/tl tftlltliJ mtn.t in lJJHWt/4 S.tlwr. 

or lhis ch:.pitre in which we trtte 
There is yit on of such diete, 
~o w~h no llO\tre mai o.ttcignc . 
FOT al as l'.ut of (Qind.,cine 
And &ond• i 'W)'D aud Mlndri drinke, 
\\'hcrof tb:lt he W()le ete ;1nd drinkc 
II be cokes ben for him l16.1itcd, 
So thnt his body ,. ow:uted, 
Th.u hin1 sclul L1cke no debt, 
Als fmonh u has oppetit 
Suthce-lh to the m-.:tes hot~ 
ll'hcrof this luoti •Ice is bote 
Of Cule the ncllcncie, 
ll'hil:h •• the hulc wogenie 
or ltuu folk b.1th undtrtll:e 
Tl) feedc, whil tlut be m..i bke 
Riche..es whcrof to be founde . 
or .\b.unence he wot no boundc. 
To whM pror.t it scholdc ..,., ••• 
And yit phlsiquo o ( hi• oonscrvc 
Mo.kth many a r.:stnuracioun 
Unto his reaccioun. 
ll'bich ..-olde be to \'en us lief. 
Thu• ror the point or his rclief 
The coc which !oeh.1l hi$ mete armic, 
Hot he the bctrc hi• IUOUlb O.U.1!C 

I lis lordeil thank IICI"'I olte lese ' 
Er he be sen"e<l to the chese: ' 
Fm th<Ot rno! Iacko: noght 50 I) tc, 
Th.::u be ne tint ~non :t wyte; 
~·or bot his lust be fully Rn'ed, 
Ther h."h ~o wiht his thonk d""<rvcd. 
And rit (Qr manne:s su~tcnnnee, 
Tu kc(le and boldt in go,·enlllncc, 

L..d ... ,.,, a 6 &.tur JL • • a,, a 
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To htm th>t wole hi; helc g<tc 
b non ~o good :1.$ coanun 11\ttc: : 
For who lh!lt loketh on the bokes, 
It Khh, confc:ccion or cokes, 
,\ nun him scholde wei aviso 
Hou he it to'k:e :md 1n wMt witc • 
For who th>t useth tlut he knu•·ttb, 
Ful &Ciden s.:knesse on bnn ~'TOweth, 
.-\nd who th:u u~th mete"! 111tmngc, 
T'h()ugl) hl; nAture t..~npclru nnd chn.ng~ '' '" 
ll is no wonder, lien: Sone, 
1\'lun th>t he doth ~r•m hi• wooe; 
For in l'hhique thb 1 Iindt, l'bW.C.plu•'- Cott 

r.:tu4~ est •ltcra h&• 
rsage is the seeondc kinde. tun. 

t\nd riht so t h:Lng\,:lh hi~ af;lt:lt P Iii 24 J .,~r.hl.t.u:.\C\'1 
He tht1l or IO\'C is- dcliot : 
For though he hnddc to he\ hood 
The be\to wi( of AI the lond, 
Or the f>il'C>te lo..., or all<, 
Yit qlde his herte on othrc f.:allc '•;, 
And thenke hem n\Or de1ic-ious 
11tlln he hath in his oghnu hous ~ 
:\len ~ein h i~ nou one so ; 
.~\nse ht:m wel, tbei thot so do . 
.,\nd {ono 1pekc in othtr • cic. 
Fuloftc lime I lu<e herd ~e•e, 
That be which bath no lo•• ~thieved. 
Him thonkth tlut he Is no~ht rcli<,·ed, 
Thogh thnt hi! lndi mokc him chicro, 
So AS l('he m:a.i in good nMm!rC '•'-l 

Hlr honour and hir n:unc .oi.\·e, 
Bot he 1he •urplus mihte h:m:. 
:-loth10g withstoodeodc hue ;l>L'U. 

or love more delie>t 
He tet hite chiere :st no dclit, 
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Dot he llllvc Ill hi• oppctiL 
Ati Sone, if it be with thee 50, 

Tell me. 
~yn holi fader, no: 

For delicat in such :a. wise 
Of lo•-.; u ) e to me dt!Yisc; 
Ne was J l'le\~ere: yit guhif; 
For if 1 lllldde such a wif 
iU ye SJ>"ke or, wh>t s<:holde I more? 
For dua.nne 1 wolde nevt-remoro 
For lust of eny wommaohic:de 
Myn h•rte upon non other Gcde: 
And if I dede, it were n wn.st. 
llot Ill witboute such r<p.llt 
or luSl, as )'0 me tolde above, 
or wif, or yit of other lo\•e, 
J faste, and mai no (ode gete ; 
5o that for locke of deinte mtt., 
or which 30 he<~e mol be fedd, 
1 go bstende ro my bedd. 
11o< myhtc I gttcn, a> ye tolde, 
So mod>el tlut mi ladi wolde 
Me fede with hir glad ..,mbbnt, 
~rnough me bd:e al cbc remcn.1nt, 
\'11 scholde I somdel ben abe<hed 
And for the time wei refrcched. 
Bot cenes, fader, schc ne doth i 
For In good feith, to tclle liOth, 
1 trowe, thogh I scholde lterve, 
Sche wolde noght hire yhe twervc, 
MIn herte with o goodly lok 
To fede, ond thus for auch • cok 
I m:ti go wt.inge e•·crerno : 
Bot if so is tlut CD)' wo 
Mol Cede a mannes berte we~ 
Tberof I ho•·e ll1 every m«l 
or plcnte more tlun ) nowh ; 
llot tlut ;. or himself· oo towh, 

<16 Hurl! RT 715 • coodJy JI-LRC!h, AdBT.It. 
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M 1 <tOn\Oc mai it noght defie. 
l.o, such it the deJkade 
Of lo•e, wltic:h myn berte fedeth; 
'I hu• h:n-.. J locke of tlut me oedeth. 

llot for al thi• yit ll:ltheles 
I ..,ie noght I am gylteles, 
'I llllt I somdel am delicat : 
For ell.,. •ere l rul!i ma~ 
Hot If thot I som lwti stounde 
or confort and or ..., founde, 
To take or lave 10m repast; 

l'or llwgh I """ tlte fuHe Ut!)t 
'l'he lust or lo··· n~t~i noght fiele, 
Min hunger othcrwl,;e I kiele 
or •m•lc Julies whlcbe 1 pike, 
And for • time yit thei like ; 
lr thot ye wiaten """t I mene. 

Nou, goode Son., schrif thee clene 
or suche deynteo ... ben goode, 
Wheror thou ubt thin bertes fade. 

~~~ f>der, I you scbal reherce, 
llou tlut mi fodes ben diverse, 
SO os thei £tJien in deg.., 
0 ficdinge 15 of that I se, 
.-\n other is o( t~t 1 here, 
The thridde, •• I ""h•l telten here, 
It grol\'tth or rnin oghne tbogbt : 
!\nd ellc• Kholdc I live n.oght; 
For whom thAt fniltcth fode or herte, 
lie rn~i noght wei the deth asterte. 

Of slhte u ol m! (crste fode, 

P . Iii 26 
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Tburgh which myn yhc of aile goode 
Hath that to hun r. ocordan~ 
A lusti fode suRkanL 

Not.aquahttt¥.,...in 
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ll'ban tbat I go tow~ tbe pi= 
ll'hcr I sc:hal se my bdi Coco, 
\ltn yhe, whreb u lOth to f.ast., 
lk;;tnth to hungn: >non so faste, 

1J-4 fuJ P'bl Aa.a 7-4.6 0( d.t<li.oc(e) All~ Act\. Ht. 1r kdin&(e) 
111 •• &("W C} "nofcdyn.rW 'J5t olbatc]and'h~e-AJM 



t88 

Lovc·OE-t.rCACY ) 

CONFE:SSIO A MANTJS 

That hinl thenktb of Oo houre lbre, 
T il I ther eoone and be h[re se : 
And lionnnc ..rter his oppetit 
He tokth n !ode or such dclu, 
That him non other deynte nedeth. 
or JOndri lihtes he him fedeth: 
He seth hire fo.oe of such eolour, 
That frcis.shere is than eny flour, 
He seth hire from is Luge :md plein 
Withoute fronce of cny grein, ;;G 
He seth hire yhen Jich on bevene, 
He seth hire n:ue straubt and "'~ne, 
He seth bore rode upon the eheke, 
He selb hire rode Iippes tke, 
I lire ehyn oeordclb to lbe ~. 
o\1 that he seth is full of groee, 
He seth hire noclrc round and dcne, 
Thcrione mai no bon be sene, 
l ie a<th hire h•ndes Caire and whyte ; 
For ol this thing without wyte ;8> 
t ic mai se n:tked nte ICO!c, 
So is it wei the more f<>te 
1\nd wei the mor UcliCAde 
Unto the fiedlngc of onyn l'he. 
lie seth hire sehopthc fonh "'ithn~ P. Ui. 28 
I lire bod! round, lure middel smol, 
So wcl l>ego11 with good army, 
Which JlM!Cth nl obe lu5l of Moil, 
Whnn ho is n>Oflt with softc scboures 
Ful clothed in his lusti flour01. 790 

Whh suchc •ihtc• by <mel by 
~!on yhe is fe-d; bot firuoly, 
Whan he the port and the manere 
Stth of hire 1\'ommanyashc c:here, 
·n"'" hRtb he such dclicc on hondo, 
H un ohcnkth he mihte stille stonde, 
• \nd that he halb ful suffit>ncc 
Of Jiflode ond of iUIUcnonce 

')6" he bi~J lo bir(e} AdOT ;8t myn) hi• All . 8 t 
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As to his pan for evercmo. 
And if it thoghte ollc othre so, 
Fro thenne wolde he ne,·ere •·ende, 
Bot lbere unto the worldes endc 
He "olde obyde, if lb3t he mihte, 
And Geden him upon the syhte. 
For thogh J mihte s10ndcn ay 
l nto lbe time of domesday 
.~nd Joke upon hire e'·erc in on 
\'it whanne I scholde fro hire S:,n 
~lin yhe wolde, llJ thogh he fute,' 
Jkn hungerston·en sl 10 ~. 
Til eftc ayein thRt he hire syhe. 
Suclo is the nature of myn Jbe : 
Ther is no lust 10 deintefull, 

{l.on·Dcur:MY.] 
8oo 

Sto 

or which • man schal noght be full, 
Of thRt lbe stom•c underfongcth, 
Bot evere in on myn yhe longeth : 

P. ill. ~9 

For loke hou thRt • go.~houk tirrth 
Riht so dooh be, whon thot he pl,.;th 
And toteth on hire womma.nhiedt · 
For he mni ne'·ere fuur Gedc ' 
His lust, bot cvcre oliche sore 
Him hungreth, 10 thRt he t he more 
De11reth to be fed nlgnte : 
Aod thus myn yhe " rnnd the p te 
Thurgh which the dcyntcs o f my thoght 
or lull ben to myn hcrUl broght. 

Riht os myn yhe with his lok 
Lt to myn hcrte n lu•ti coc 
or loves fode delicnt, 
RJhl so 1nyn Ere in his M l tu, 

\Vher ns myn yhe mai noght serve, 
Cnn wei myn hcrtu thonk dcser<e 
And ficdcn him fro doy tO d3y 
With IUChe deyntes 01 he may • 
For tbus it is, that o\·enaJ, 
Wher llJ I come in sp<c:i•~ 
l nuo h•ere of mi IAdi pris, 

82i P•~rr-/A -.t 1. s30 ,. MSS. 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

I hierc on scith that sell~ is wy1, 

An other scith th>t sche it good, 
And oom men sein, or worthi blod 8~o 
That schc is come. and is also 
So (air, th;at nawhcr Is non so; 
And oom men prei><O hire goodli chic:re ' 
Thus ..... ..., thing that r mai hiere, 
Which oounrth to mi i>dl goode, P. IU. ao 
u to myn Ere a l111ti foode. 
And clc mm Ere hath o•w this 
A deyntc fc:t~e, whan so is 
That I mal hierc hii'Sclve spoke; 
~'or lhanne anon mi f.ule I broke Bso 
On suehc wordcs u oehe seitb, 
That full of trouthe and full of feitb 
Thel ben, 11J1d of so good despon, 
Th•t to myn Ere gm confort 
Thei don, u thei that ben deUces. 
For •I the metes and the spices, 
That eny LombArd couthe o10ke, 
Ne be so lusti forto mko 
Ne so ftrforth reatour:nif, 
I scie ns for myn oghne li(, 86o 
As ben the wordes of hire moutb : 
l'or •• the W')'ndea of the South 
Uen mOllt or nllc debonairc, 
So whan hlr list to tpcke r•irc, 
'11te venu or hire goodly speche 
Is verr.,Hy myn henes lcehe. 
And if It 50 bc:fnllc nmong, 
Thnt sche enrole upon • song, 
Whan T it hlere I am so fedd, 
'fhat l •m fro miself so ledd, B1• 
As thogh I were in p>radis; 
For eertes, as to myn avis, 
Whan I here of hir \'OIJ the stevene, 
Me thenklh it Is a blissc or hevene. 

And ek In other wise also P. iii. 31 
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Fulofle time it falleth so, 
Min Ere with • good pitonee 
Is fedd of redinge of rom•nce 
Of Ydoine 11J1d of Amadu, 
That whilom weren •n mi cas, 8Jo 
And eke or othre many a acore, 
That Joveden Ionge cr I "'" bore. 
For whan l of h01e lo>u redo, 
Min Ere with the !ale I rede; 
And with the lust of here hiStOirt: 
Somtime 1 drawe into memoire 
Hou sorwe mai noght evc-e lute~ 
And ao comth bope in ate lute, 
Whan l non other fode ltnowe. 
And th31 endureth bot a tbrowe, t90 
.Riht as it w<re a eherie feste ; 
Boc fono compcen ate kosce. 
As for the while yit it eseth 
And somdel of myn herte appeseth : 
For wbot thing to myn Ere apreedeth, 
Whieh is plesant, aomdel it feedeth 
With wordes auche as he m.1i gete 
Mi lust, in stede of 01her mete. 

Lo thus, mi fllder, •• I seie, 
or lust the which myn yhc hath scie, 9"" 
And ek or thnt myn Ere hnth herd, 
Fulone l have the bc:tre ferd. 
And tho tuo brlngen in the thriddc, 
The which hath in myn hcnc nmidde 
His place bke, to Om>ie P . Ill. a~ 
The luJti (ode, which ossaie, 
I mot : and nameliehe on nyhtes, 
Whan that me laeketh aile lilltcl, 

And that myn hcringe i1 aweie, 
Thanne is he rtdy in the ••eie 9ro 
Mi reresoupor fono make, 
Of whieh myn hertes fode I take. 

This hati cokes name is bote 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Thoght, which hath evere blse pottes 
or love buillende on the (yr 
With fantuie and with desir, 
or whiche er this (ulorte be (edde 
Min herte, wb&nne I wu abedde; 
And tlwlne he set upon my botd 
Bo1he C>'ety •yhtc and ••-cry word 
Or lus1, "bleb I have herd or sein. 
Rot yil it nosht mi (etle al plcin, 
Doc al of wold.. and or wisshes, 
Thcrof ha•·c I my fulle dlssbes, 
Rot as of fielingc and of wt, 
\'it tnihte I nevcre have o rrpast.. 
And thus, as I have seld afom, 
I liclc hony on the thorn, 
And u who seith, upon the bride) 
I chiewe, 10 that al 1$ ydcl 
AI in etrec:s the (ode 1 bavt. 
Bot u a man that wo1de him uve, 
Whon he 1$ sek, be medicine, 
R•ht 10 of love the lilminc 
I ronde in •I that cvcre I =i 
To fiedc ond dtyve forth the day, 
Til I lllJII have 1he gretc feste, 
Which nl myn hunger myhte arestc. 

Lo suchc ben mi hates thre; 
Of thnt I thenke ond hicre and se 
1 tak.e or lo•'C my fiedinge 
Wlthoute tastinge or fiel lnge: 
And ns the !'lover doth or Eir 
1 live, nnd am in good es~ir 
That for no aueh delicacle 
I trowe I do no glotonie. 
And nathelcs to youre avis, 
Min boli fader, lbAt be wiJ, 
I reconunde myn amt 
Of that ] ho•·e be delicoL 

Mi Sone, I understonde wei 
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That thou hut told bier evcrydel, 
And as me thcnketh be thi ~ale, 
It ben dcliccs wonder amale, 
Wheror 1hou ul:st thl loves fode. 
Bot, Sone, if that thou undemode 
What Ia 10 ben delicious, · 
Thou woldcst nosh• be curioua 
Upon the lust of thin asut 
To ben tO sore delicar, 
\l'hcror that thou raon exccde : 
For in the boltcs thou myht redc, 
[( mannes wisdom aehal be sulcd, 
It oghte wei to ben eschuicd 
In love als wei as other •eie ; 
For, .. these holi hokes scie, 
The bodely delic:cs aile 
In every poinl, hou so thei falle, 
Un1o the Soule don grievonce. 
And fono lllkc in remetnbranc:c; 
A ble acordant unto this, 
Which of gret underlllondinge is 
To m.:tnnes soule resonabte, 
I thenke 1elle, ond 1$ no fable. 

or Cri!ICS word, who wole it rcde, 
Hou that this vice is forto drede 
In thcvangilc it tcllcth plcin, 
Which mot algnte be certcin, 
J,'or Crist hi.,..,lf it ber1h witnesse. 
And 1hogh the clerk nnd 1hc clergesse 
I n latin tunge it r<de and •lnge, 
Yit for the more knoulcchingo 
0( ltOUihe, which is good to wile, 
I sehal declare as It is write 
In Engleissh, for thus il began. 

Crist seilh : 'Ther was n riche man, 
A mibti lord or L""' """'• 
And he """ ek 10 dclic:at 

P . ill. 34 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Dovcu .. L..uAoo,._] Of his clothing, that everyday 
or pourpre and bissc he mode him gay, 99" 
And eet and drank therto his fille 
After the lulles or his willc, 
A.$ he which al lilod in dcloce 
And tok non biede or thilke >ice. 
And IQ it lcholdc oo betyde, P. iii. 35 
A po~~ lure upon a tyde 
Cam to the gate and ued mete : 
Bot the~ mibte he nothing gete 
His dedly hunger Cotto staJ>cM; 
For he, which badde ru. Culle pa.ocbe •-
Or aile IUJt"' ate bord, 
Ne ddgnetb noght to speke a word, 
Onliche a Crumme Corto ywe, 
Wheror the povere myhte live 
Upon the yille of his almesse. 
'!'bus bi thiJ povere in gret ~ 
Acold and hungred ote gate, 
Fro which he mibtc go no gate, 
So wu he woCuiU besein. 
And "' those boll bokes sein, oooo 
The houndos comen fro the b.1Ue, 
Wher that this soke mln wruo falle, 
And as he Jay thcr forto die, 
The woundcs or his moiadie 
Thei ltcken forto don him cse. 
Dot he was full or such desesc, 
That he mol noght the deth eschape ; 
Dot u it wos that time schope, 
The Soule fro the bodi p.'Weth, 
And he whom nothing over-passeth, ao'o 
The hihe god, up to the he•·ene 
Him tok, wber he hath set him e•·ene 
In Rabrabammes bonn on hyh, 
Wber he llle be>'t!ne joie syb 
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And badde at thot he have wolde. P. ill 36 [Drvu_.ol.Av.Jlua.] 
And fell, .. it befalle scholde, 

This riche n\nn the ume throwe 
With JOudein deth was ovenhrowc, 
And forth witbouten eny wente 
Into the helle stragbt be wente; ••3o 
The fend into the f)T him drouh, 
Wbu thot he hldde peine ynoub 
Of Oamme •hich thot evere bm>netb. 
And as biJ yhe aboute rcnneth. 
Toward the he.-ene he cut his lok, 
Wber lllu he syh and biede tok 
Hou Lour Kt was in his Se 
Als f<rr :u e<ere he mihte ..,. 
With Habralum; ond thanne be pmde 
Unto the Patriarch and seide: , ... 
"Send IAur doun fro thilke Setc, 
And do thot he hiJ finger wete 
r n woter, so thot he mai droppe 
Upon my tunge, forto otoppe 
Tbe grete hete in which l brenne." 
llot Hobrnhnm on<werde thenne 
And ""ide to him in this wise: 
"Mi Sone, thou thee miht aviJc 
And talte into thl ren~embmnee, 

Hou Ltu:.u h3dde gret penance, 1050 

Why! he Wll& in that other !If, 
llot thou in •I thi lust jollf 
The bodily dcllees ooghtcst : 
Forthi, so a.s thou thtumc wroghtest, 
Nou sch•lt thou toke thi reward P. UJ. 37 
or dedly peine hieraCiorward 
In helle, which schal e1..:rc lute ; 
And this T.:unr nou ate lute 
The worldea: peinc i.s overronne, 
In bcvene and both his lif begonnc oo& 
or joie, which is ondeles. 
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J Rllt, 6, \V t048 ,..,,. Salomon. Qul obturat ores ltt.U 
4 d d&ZQ~ pagperua, iptc d.uaabh d non u.~udiuar SBTA 

0. 



CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

1,,,..,.,..1\t~tttLAt!\IIIIUi. l Dot lh:u thou prcidcst n:uhe:les. 
That I schol l..a2ar to the sende 
ll'ilh ,..ter on his linger endl:, 
Thin bote tunge fortO klelt, 
Thou scbalt no sucho groau fielc ; 
For to that foule place or Sinn<, 
for everc in which thou sclull ben inne:, 
Comth non out or this pbce !hider, 
N'e oon or you ma.i comcn hider; 1o;o 
Thus be yee parted nou atuo." 

The rlchc oyeinward cride tbo: 
u 0 Habrah:a~ sithe 1t 10 is, 
That l..a2ar mai noght do me this 
Which I hne :ucd in this pbce, 
I wolde prcie on other gmce. 
For I have ylt of brethren fyvt, 
That with mi Coder ben alp-e 
Togedrc duellcnde in on hous; 
To ft'hOm, n1 thou ttrt grocious, 1o8o 

I preic tltat thou woldest ~nde 
l..a.t:u, so that he mihte wende 
To warne hem hou the world is went, 
ThAt afterward thei be nogbt schent 
or suche peines as I drye. P. iii. as 
Lo, tl>is I preie and this I erit, 
Now I may noghl miself amende." 

The Patriuch anon suiende 
To his prcicre ansuerde Olf; 
And seide him bou that everyday ,.90 
Kis bret.hren mfhten knowe and h!cre 
Of Moises on Erthe hiere ' 
And or prophetes othre mo, 
Wb>t hem was best. And he seith no; 
Bot if ther milue a man nryse 
Fro deth to lyve in such o wise, 
To ti!llen hem hou that it ... ..., 
He oeide hou thanne of pure Cere 
Thei s.:holden wei be war therby. 
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Quod Hnbr.~hom: "N•y aikerly; 
F'or if thei nou wol noght obeie 
To suche as techen hem the 'O'Cit, 

1100 [DtVKS AI'W I.AIAIU1S.j 

And olday prec:bo ond olday telle 
Hou th•t it st.'lnt of he<•ene nnd helle, 
Thei wol nogbt tbnnne taken hledt, 
Thogb it befelle so rn dede 
That eny ded man ..-ere ore<ed, 
To ben of him no betre lered 
Than o( ~n other man al)'ve!'' 

If thou, ml Sone, canst descty,·e 
This tale, os Crist himself it tolde, 
Thou odult hove cause to behold<, 
To ~ so gret an evideuct, 
Wlterof tbe sothe experience 
H21h schewed openliche at l'e, 
Th>t hodili delicac:ie 
or him wbkb yeveth non almes..: 
Sch>l nlier fnllc in gret destresse. 
And thot wruo sene upon the rlche : 
For he ne wolde unto his Iiebe 
A Crumme yi'~n or his bred, 
Ttul.nne afterwud, wban he was d~i 
A drope of water him was werncd. 
Thus m."li a m.annes wit be lerned 
Of hom !hot so del ices taken; 
Wh.1n thei with deth ben o,....W:en, 
Thnt erst was swete is tbannc sour. 
Uot he thot is • governour 
Of worldes good, if be be wys, 
Withinne his htrte he set no pris 
or al the world, and yit he uoeth 
' !'he good, that he nothing refuseth, 
As he which lord is of the thinges. 
The Nouches and the riche ringes, 
The cloth of gold and the Perrie 
He 11\kth, and )•it dellcocie 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

He leveth, thogh he were al Lhi•. 
The beste mete that ther is 
He ett, and drinkth the bcste drinke; 
Bot hou thAt evere he etc or drinke, ~~~· 
OeJicacie be put awcic, 
As he which goth the rihto "eie 
Nogbt only fono fiede and clothe 
His bodi, bot his soule botho. 
Bot Lbei thAt t.alten olherwise P. IIi. 40 
Here lustes, ben none o( the wise; 
And that whilom wu K~~.,.ed eke, 
I r thou these olde bokes ICke, 
Als wei be reoon u be kinde, 
Of Olde enumple OJ men mai fiode. II SO 

Whllt m.tn that wolde him wd avisc 
~Niic:acie is to despi.sc, ' 
1\'bn kinde aeordetb nosbt withal; 
Wheror <~~Ample in speew 
Of Nero whilom nui be told, 
Which ayein kinde m~nyfold 
Hise lustes tok, til ate laste 
1'h.~t god him wolde al ovcn:aste; 
or whom the Cronique is so plein, 
Me list nomore of him to Kin. 116o 
And nntheles for glotonie 
Of bodlll Dclicacie, 
To ltnowe his I!Om•k hou it fcrde, 
or lhnt noma~~ toforc herde, 
IVhich ho withinnu himself bethoghtc, 
i\ wonder soubtil thing he IVroghto. 

'l'hre men upon elettioun 

Aft, 1146$A~BTM Aar. /A, fo/14N'fl'fl .:~ u,.,. (OtnillittgtJu h4<~ 
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Sot now a daf a mon 111&1 ao 
The world ao full of \'anil~, 
Th.at nom.n t1dc• of rcaon hfcde 
Or fono c-lo)lt: or fono 6*, 
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Of oge nnd or complcxioun 
Lich to bimself be •lie wcie 
He tok towardes him to ple1e, 
And etc and drinkc als wei as he. 
Therof was no diH·rsite; 
For <'.el)' cay whlln thAt Lbei eetc, 
TofOTe his oghne bord thei RCte, 
And of &uch ~te :u he wu aerved, 
Allhogh Lbei b:ldde it nosht deserved, 

11)0 

Tbei token Rn'ice or the ame. P. Ill. 4' 
Bot aJlerwml ol Lbilkc game 
Wu into wofull ernest tomed ; 
For whlln Lbei wercn thUJ sojomed, 
Withinne a time at after mete 
Nero, which hlldde nosht foryete 
The lustes or bit frcle Ullll, 

As he which al wu dcliCll~ 
To l<nowe thilke expencncc, 
The men let come in his presence : 
And to thou on the sam~ tydc. 

& eourscr thAt he seholde rydc 
Into the feld, anon he bod; 
Wberor this mon .... wonder glAd, 
And goth to prlic nnd pmncc aboutc. 
That other, whil that ht: w;u oute. 
He lcidc 11pon his hedd to slepe: 
The thriddc, which he woldc kcpe 
Withinnc hi• cll!lmbrc, fnlro and softe 
'Re goth now doun nou Ul> fulono, 
Walkendo n I"'"'• that he nc •lcptc, 
Til he which on the courser lepte 
Wns come fro the field aycin. 
Nero thonne, .. the bokes ~ein, 
Th= men doth mlccn allc thrc 
And slouh hem, for he wolde se 
The whos stomak l<'lll best defied : 
And whllnnc he bAth the sothc tryed, 
He fond th:ll he which goth the pass 
O..fyed best or •lie ns, 
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[D•uc..c• or Nuo.J Whicll nOerwnrd he usede oy. P. Ill. 42 

And thus wlu>t thing unto hit fl'lY 
w .. most l>lts:~nt, he lefte non: 

With e•·ery lust he '''" began, • uo 
Wheror the bod! myhce glade, 
For he non abstinence m.~de; 
Doc mo11 abore aile ecthli thinges 
Of WOmmen UDIO the hkinges 
Nero seue al his hole bette, 
For clue lust aeholde him oOf!bt asterte. 
Whon !hot the !hurst or IO\'\! hrm CU<hte, 
\\'her chac him h•t he tok • drouhte, 
He tpareth nouther w;r ne m.:aide, 
T~t such an other, as men Ride, t, Jo 
In a! this world was ne•·cre yrL 
He wu oo drunke in ol his wit 
Thurgh tondri hates whlche he tok, 
Tlut evere, whil ther is o bol<, 
Or Nero men aehul redc and singe 
Unto the worldes knowlechinge, 
Mi goode Sone, as thou lust hetd. 

[ Lovt·l>nKA<Y.J For evere yit it both 110 fetd, 
Delicncie in loves c:ru 
Withoutt rcson is and wa.s; 12JO 

For whcr tlu>t love hla herte set, 
111m thenkth it myhte be no bet ; 
1\nd thogh it be noght fulll nlete, 
The IU!U or loyc is C\'Crct swctc. c;......... l.o, thus togcdrc or fcl .. cbipe 
Delfcoeie ond drunke!lehipe, 
Whcrof reson stnnt out of her,.,, P, IIi. 43 
110\'C mod full many n wl•man erre 
In loves cousc most or olle, 
For thnnne hou 10 lhAt C\'c.rc it fallc, 11-fO 

Wit can no reson understood~ 
Bot let tl1e governance 5tonde 
To Will, whrch thanne we•t 10 wyldc, 
Thac he con noght bimllcl,.., schylde 
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Fro no peril, bot out or feere 11-<>••·Du,CA<Y.J 
The weie he sechech hiere nnd thtrt, 
Him recheth noght upon what •yde : 
For oOetime. he goth beside, 
1\nd doth web ching withOule d~e, 
\\'hero( him ogbte wd to drtde. '.I!O 
.Bot 'f'•han that lo\·t USOteth IOrt', 
It posseth aile mmnes lore ; 
Wlut lust it is th.11 he ordeigncth, 
Ther is no nunnea mihl re~treigneth, 
And of the godd takth be non hredo 
Boo !.twdca wuhouce dredo, 
11 is pourpoa for he wolde ochie• c 
Ayeins the pointz o( the belitYe, 
He tempteth hC\·me and cnhe and hello, 
Rie12/terw>rd as I ~eh>l telle. "6o 

iti. /)Jtllt lhiltt~la/IU' u/llllttr~ fllltlJNld lllht •lfl twlujJI.u, 
At1tid ,, #)fgrnlil11r1 nulla tm~tnlt• llmnfs. 

OJNIIe fNt>t/wlro 911~111tl A"N'""' si•u /HJI~II«J, 
Stu vigor ,·,ftrni, sl11rulit lt~~tftlul ""'a~. 

flpoJ nt1Juil i/JJI elm IIUtlimllt fNral'~ lf~tulrum, 
.DtmDJf/s Aor muxittJ ertJulu.s "''~ JM.rttl. 

Slc .tt1i lt#HI tttral tul opus fJJl l'lti" lntdll, 
D~t~t~m4flo nNtfatam jirtnd~rl floJtilltiiiNI, 

Who dar do thins which love nc dor? P. Iii. 4• 
To love is every 1:&¥-'C unwar, 
Bot to lhc I•WC$ or hla heKt~ 
1'he fi!IS<:h, the foul, the man, the be"e 
or al the worldet kinde louteth. 
For lo•·c Is he which nothing douteth , 
1 n mnnn~s herte where he lit, 
He compteth 11oght towo.rd hi.J wit 
The wo nomore than the wele, 
No mor the hete th.'n the chele, ••7• 
No mor the wete thnn the drcie, 
No mor to ln·e than to deie, 

·~s no] te Rt?AdBT l•l M ••$4 "1 a-• A. 0. ·~1 wol(e) 
AH, •. Bt 1-w7 he.]itC 8 HM'lJ~tSontlrrfoS8T4As..t-nJecio 
·\..X .. 0., FAt aacrile~ ll1 attrl lttit M (IAH• Oflf. J, 
A4 \\') 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

So th<lt 10fore nc bcbindc 
He seth nothing, bot .. the blinde 
Withoutc insyhte of hi• c:c>roge 
I le doth mcn·cillcs in his nage. 
To "!bot thing th<lt be wolc him dt:1w~, 
Ther is no god, lher it no lawe, 
Of wbont tbo.t he takth eny biede; 
Bot "' Babnl the blinde $tedc, 
Til he falle in the dlcb amiddc, 
He goth ther non""' wole him bidde; 
Fie sunt to ferforth out of rcule, 
'fhe.r is no wi1 dul 1m1 bam reu.Jc. 
And thus to tclle of htm in SOth, 
Ful nuny a wonder thing be doth, 
Th4t were bctrc to be L>fl, 
Among the whichc is wicd>ec:nfl, 
Th4t tom nu:n clcpen Soreerie, 
Which fono winne his drueric 
Wilh many tl circturuuncc: be useth 
Thor is no point whkh he rcfuseti.' 

The craft whicb th<lt &tumUJ food, 
To m•ke prickcs in the Sond, 
Th•t Ccomancc clcpcd is, 
Fulofie he UM.~h it om is; 
And of the Rod his Ydromnnce, 
J\nd of dac Cyr the Piromnne:C', 
With tJuestions echoo of tho 
He tcmptcth one, nnd ek RIJO 
Aaremancc in Juggcment 
To love he bringth of hi• 05$Cnt: 
l'or these ernfleJ, •• I flndc, 
A nlQn m:~.i do ba wctc of kinde, 
Be 110 it bc to good entente. 
llot he goth al :an other wente; 
For t:1there cr he scholdc folio, 
With Nigromonec he wolc os.atle 
To make his inCiintarioun 
With hot subfumigaaoun. 

~~ ._ men] .omm~ .totec:- &c-.) A • •• S. 
ct de} d 8'1" ~~ pikW AdBTA 
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LlBER SEXTUS 

Thllke art which Sp:llula ia hot<, 
And used is of comun rotc 
Among l,miens, with that cmft ek: 
Of which i• Auctor Tho~< the Crck, 
He ..-orcbcth on •nd on be rowe : 
R=l is nosht to hom un\nowe, 
Nc S:llomones Cand:aric, 
His Ydeoc, hos Eutonye; 
The figure and the bok withal 

OJlO Of Balamur, a.nd of Chmbal 
Tbe Seal, o.nd thcrupon thymase 
Of Thebitb, for his "'""''&• 

p w 46 

He takth, •nd tomwlut of Gibiere, 
\\'hocb belphch is to thia matiere. 
B>bt1L> with bore Sones sevenc, 
Which hath rcnonecd to the hcvenc, 
With Cernes bothe aquore ond rounde, 
He troeeth ofie upoo the grounde, 
Mmkende his invocRcioun ; 
And for fuH enformllCioun 
The Scolc which llonoriUJ 
Wrot, he poun~uieth ; •nd lo, thUJ 
Ma.gique he U)elh forco winnc 
!iis love, and sporeth for no Stnne. 
And oYer then or his Sotie, 
Riht u he st<heth Soroerie 
Of hem thot ben Mogiclcns, 
Riht so nf the N:uuriemc 
Upon the Stcnett from ohove 
His were he sctheth unto love, 
Als fer •• he heon underatnndclh. 
I n many • sondry '""'• he fondeth : 
He ma.ktb ymoge, he nu.luh sculpture, 
lle m:>kth wminge, he mokth flgul'l!. 
flo m•kth his c:>lcul>ciono, 
1-te maktb hiJ demon.strucions; 
His hO\Orcs of Astronomic 
He kepcth :u for th<lt p.utle 

131!1! o1J 10 AM atl'l Nc:] 11~e 8 1319 and) ol b 
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CONF£SSIO AMANTIS 

Which longeth to thinspeccioo 
or love and his atrc:a:ion ; 
lie wolde into the helle ~~«be 
I he dev<l himsc:h'l! to beseche, 
If thot he wiste fono spcdc, 
To gcte of lo•e h11 lu>tl mcde: 
IVber that he luth his bene set, 
He bcde ne•-ere fare bet 
Ne "'ilt ot other hevtne more. 

~li Sone, if thou or such a lore 
I bit ben t.r th11, I red th<c I"' e. 

Min holi f>der, be )'OUrc Jt\·e 

o r •I tlut ye luvc spoken h•ere 
Which toothttb unto thi, nucie:~, 
To ttlle 10th riht u I orcnc, 
I wot noght o ~·or<J wlut ye mene. 
1 woJ noght $tiC, if d~t [ COUtbe, 
Thnt I nolde in mi IU!to )Outhe 
llenethe in helle and ek obove 
·ro winnc with mi l:a.di love 
l)on ol th>t ••·ere tlut l mihte; 
for therof h!lvc 1. non inslhtc 
\\'her olterwor<J th>t I become, 
So that r wonne Rnd overcome 
I lire lo•·c, which I LnO!II covelte. 

Ml Sone, that goth wonder streite , 
For this I mnl wol toile lOth, 
·rher ls uonmn the which so doth, 
For " ' the cr.tn thnt he con ... ,., 
'l'hnt he nnb<lith it ntc lalte. 
For often he lhnt wol beguile 
h gulled with the ttamc guile, 
.~nd tim• the guilour is bcguflcd; 
Aa l flntle in n bok COIOpilcd 
To this matiere an old hi.stoire, 
The ~·hich comth nou 10 mi rncmoire, 
And It or grct cnnmplcrie 
.'\yeln the •·ice or Sorcenc; 
Whew( non cnde rn.11 be good. 

'35~ red S, F redo A)C, 0 

1,!50 

P . IJJ. 47 

IJ8o 

P. ill. 48 

LIB£R SEXTUS 

Bot hou whHont thcrof it nod, 
A ~:~le which is good to knowc 
T o thee, mi Sonc; l Klul beknow.,, 'J?O 

,~\moog h~m whiche :u 1'roie were, 
Uluxes a re Siege there 
\\ras on be n2rnc in special ; 
or .. ·hom yit the memonal 
.\bit, for whyl ther is • mouth, 
For evere his rume oclul be couth. 
He ...,.. a • orthi knyht •nd king 
And clerk kno .... dc or every thmg • 
He ...,.. a gret rer horien, 
He •-as- a gret magicie:n i 
or TulliUJ rhe rcthorique, 
Of king Zorutes the nugique, 
Of Tholome tbo.stronomie, 
Of Pbto the PhiiO!IOph•e, 
or O.niel the slepi dremes, 
0( Neptune ek the water stttmes. 
Of Solomon and tbe proverbes, 
Of M•cer ol the strengthe of herb<la, 
And the Pbisique of Ypocros, 

tT.uz. Of 
Uuu.a AJ~~O 
Tuceo.-ua.} 

NoLa C»>lt.nl &alOa ob 
• .on. t2UJII.al lOI'U· 
lc:c- . vbi urn t i.n 
eump1WD qood, cwa 
Vh:u.cs••~M 
Tro.e repauiare n&· 
uta:•o \"Oiw.e.t. ipruta 
ttl. luula Cilly~ vbl W:a 
eapen.i.Uima cup 
no..tnL Carca~ rca•· 

a,.oo uu. conlicil aP9flat· 
w.. : q_liCID ., .a aul 
.mons COOC'IIp~-
.:a• cxardcsccm, 
Ciru:s omaibu .sab 
ine&nudoniba Yi.A· 
cere .:ona!.tllr. V
tu.xd wnen ma.rlca 
pokncior (pe&m In 
•mort' subqit, u q~aa 
f'iligm aoa:dne Tbckt-o 
paum re-auit, q1.1i 
po~c-11 pat~m •uum 
lntetfttlt:~t siu.ontr.a 
li:dt:l n~turatn 1coltus 

And lieh unto Pi<tngo111l! 
Of Surgerle he knew the cures. 
Bot aomwh:n of hi& t\VCnturtt, 
Which schnl to mi m:ulere ocorde, 

1410 contra rcocraoonls 
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To thee, rni Sone, l wol re<:orde. 
' fhi.s king, of which thou hant herd sein, 

Fro 'J't'()ie "' he goth hom nyeln 
.Be Scbipe, he fond the Sec divers, 
With many n wyndl 110rrn rcvcn. 
Bot he thurgh wiadom that he sclupeth 
Ful mnny o grct peril ascopeth, 
Of whkhe I thenke tellen on, 
Hou tlut malgre the ncdlc nnd ston 
Wynddrive he was al 1011deinly 
Upon the strondes of Cilly, 

•388 whilOII.'I how t:eror AllX ••• Ba hou IOmtymc Jt J 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

Wher th>t he moste abyde ~ wh)'le. 
Tuo quec:nCII wcren in that yJc 
Ylipu named and Cir<es; 
And ~hAn they herde hou UlW<es 
h londed ther upon the 'Y'"• 
For him th~ senden o1s so bU•·c. 
ll'11h hom suebe as be •olde be n•m 
And to the eoun to hem he am. 
Thes quoenes ...,. u tuo goddesses 
Of An mogique So.-essts, 
Tho! wh>t lord eomlh to thAt rivage, 
Theo make him kn·e In such " mge 
And upon hem USO<e so 

' That tbeo ..-ol h>•·c, er thAt be so, 
AI thAt he bath 0( WO<Ides aood-
Uiuxcs wei this underatod, •••• 
Th~ couthe moche, he couthe more; P. ill. so 
Theo sch>pe and cute aycin him sore 
And -:rroghte Dlllny a soutil wyle, 
Bot yll thel mihte him noght beguile. 
Bot of the men of his ~vie 
Th~l tuo for~~ehope • gret pcutie, 
M•o non of hem wilhstonde here hestes · 
Som pnrt thci schopen into beates ' 
Som fl"r\ thei schopen Into foules

0 

'l'o btres, tigres, Apes, oules, ' 
Or elles be som other weic · 
·n ' •cr onyhtc hem nothing desobele, 
Such ernrt thci h~dde nbovc kinde. 
llot lhot Art couthc thoi noghl findc 
Of which Uluxes wAs deceived ' 
That be ne hath hem nile we;•·cd, 
And broght hem into euch n rotc, 
Th•t u110n him thci bothe assote; 
And tburgh lhc science of his an 
He tok of hem 10 •·cJ his part, 
That he begot Circes with cbolde. 
He kcpte him sobre •nd mode hem wil<k 

' li32 of hem AdBT' 
IHa KhOpc: S, , , A 

'4S7 And) Thor All •• , Do <- Gl 
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LIBEl~ SEXTUS 

Fie sette himselve so above, 
Thot wi~1 here good And with here lo•·e, 
Who !hat t!tcrof be lief or loth, 
AI quit into his Schip he goth. 
Cin:es tos•-ollc bothc rides 
He lefte, ond niteth on the tydcs, 
And stnght lhurghout the salle fom 
He taklh hit eours •nd eomtb h1m hom, • H• 
Where as be fond Penolope; P. W. 51 
A betre wif tber nw non be, 
And yit tber ben ynowbe of aoode. 
Bot who bir goodschipe underatode 
Fro re,.,.t that oche W'lfhode cok, 
Bou mAny loves sche forsok 
And hou sche ~r hire •I aboute, 
Thcr whiles thot hire lord wos oucc. 
He mibte make a cre1 ., .. nt 
Amonges nl th~ remen:ant ••So 
Th>t sche """ on of al the bescc. 
Wei myhte he seue his berte in reste, 
This king, whon he hir fond in helc; 
For as he couthe in wi1dom dele, 
So routhe sche in wommanhlcde : 
And whon aehe •yh withoutc dr<de 
Hire lord upon his oghne ground, 
1'hat he ""'" come fiour ond sound, 
In al thiJ world ne mihte be 
A gl11ddere womm11n thnn wns 1ohe. 1-490 

1'he f•me, which mal noghl ben bidd, 
Thurghout the fond is sonc kidd, 
Here king is cornc hom oyein : 
Ther m:U nom11.n the fullc sein1 

Hou thAt thei we<en aile glode, 
So mochel )ole or him thci made. 
The presens every <by be newed, 
He W1tl wilh yoft<s •I besnewed; 
The pocple wu or him so Rbd, 
That thogb non other man hem b:td, r 500 
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CONFESSIO A~tANTIS 

Toillage upon henuelf thei sette, 
And .. it """' or pure deue 
Tbci ye•·e here goodes to the king • 
This wu n glad hom weleomyng. 
ThUll both Uluxes wh:u he wolde, 
His wif w:os such as sdle be S<bolde, 
His poeple ""' to hom sougu, 
Him l~cketh nothing of dtliL 

Bot rortune is or a-uch tt sleyhte, 
That whan • ~n os 111<)$1 on heyhte, 
Sche makth him rothest rono (aile : 
Ther wot nomAn whM s<:hol btllllle, 
The haPt•es over monnes hed 
Ben bonged with a tendre thred. 
Tb:u proved ,.... on UluJt<S ; 
For wh:ln be Will rn~l in his pes, 
Fortune gan to ma.Jce him werre 
And sette his wehhc ol out of berre. 
Upon a <bi as he wu merit, ' 

P Ill s• 

As tbogh ther mohto him nothing derie, 
Wban nyht wM come, he goth to bedde, 
Wilb •lep ond bathe his yhen ftdde. 
And whole be ~pet, be mettc a swe\·enc: 
Him tboghte he syh a sttture evene, 
Which bn1ucre dum lhc sonne schon; 
A man it semeth was it non, 
Bot ylt it was as 1n figure 
Most lith to m.ilnnyssh creature, 
Dot "" or beoute hcvenelich 
It " '"" most to an Angel lich : 
And thus bet-en angel and man 
Beholden it this king began, 
And • uth n lu$1 tOk of the sihtc, 
That ram he wolde, if that he mihte, 
The forme or that figure embroc:c; 
And goth him fonh toward the pl•ee, 
liner he •ih that ym•ge tho, 

1$.10 
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LJBER SEXTUS 

And takth it in his Armes too, 
And it embracetb him arein 
And to the king thus g•n it sein: 
'U!uxes, undentond wei thi.s., 
'fhe tokne of oure aque.inunce is 
1 herutero<:o.rd to mocbel tene: 
The 1o,·e that is ous belUenc, 
or thAt we nou such joic m•ke, 
That on of ous tho detb scb:J.I !like, 
Whan tirnt: comtb of atstine ; 
It U\ay non Other wise be! 
Uluxes tho be!:•n to prele 
That this figure wotde him seie 
What wybt he is that idtb him so. 
This wyht upon n •perc tho 
A pensel which was wei begon, 
Embtoudc.-d, scheweth him anon : 
Tbre lmbes aUe or o colour 
]n mancre: as it were a tout 
Upon the pensel were ~·roght. 
Uluxes kneu this toknc noght., 
And preitb to wite in sam pan.e 
What thing it mybte lignefie, 
• A .s1gne it is,' the wyht nusut:rdc, 
1 Q( an Empire:' and forth be ferde 
AI sodeinly, .,.bon he that seidt 

Ulu'es out or slep obr<idt, 
And Lhat "." nOt :.rein the d.'\)', 
That lengore slepen he ne moy. 
Men sein, a man b:l.th kno•leching 
$1ve or himself or aile thtng; 
Hi& oghnc chance nom11.n knoweth, 
flot as fortune it on him throweth : 
w ·u ne .. ·erc yit so wys a c.krk, 
Which mihte l<no ... e al goddeo werk, 
Ne tho oecret 1\'hich god both act 
Aycin a mnn mAi noght be lot. 
Uluxe$, thogh thAt be be wys, 

I !,!So 
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CONF£SSIO AMANTfS 

With al bis wit in his avis, 
The mor tlut he his swn...,., acompteth, 
The bsse he WOI wlut it •mom~tb 
For at h is adcul•don, 
Be seth no drmon.stracion 
A l plcinly forto knowe an eude; 
Bot n:uheles hou so il wende, 
He dradde hirll of his oghno Sone. 
Thot m.'kth him wcl the more astone, 
And scbop therfore onon withal, 
So th.u -.:ithinne autel ... u 
Thdanuchum his Sone he ochette, 
And upon him llrong ....roe he sttte. 
The sothe furthe.TC!' he nc: knew, 
Tll th~t fortune him O\~nhreu j 
Bot nathel~ for s-fkcrnt.'Sset 
Whcr rbot he mlhtc wile a nd gesse 
A place strenge.r In his fond, 
Titer let he mnkc of lyrn :utd sond 
A strengthe where he wolde duelle; 
\V:t.• nc:,·cre man yit btrde k:lle 
Of such an other as 11 was. 
i\nd fono ~nglhe bin• in tb:u c:u, 
or :o1 hi• lond the sckereste 
Of ICI''OOU ond the wonhli!Sle, 

To kepen him withinne w:trde, 
He S<lle hiJo bodi fono wnrde; 
And mndc such o.n ordinance, 
For love ne for nqucln!Jlnce, 
ThAt we-re: it rrly, were it late1 

Thei scholde Jete In ate g;ue 
No maner man, what so bet)'dde, 
Bot if so were himJdf it bidde. 

IJot :o1 that myhre him noght avoile, 
For whom fortune wole II$$3Jle, 
Tb<:r moi he non such resisteoce, 
Which mihte n\lke • man defence ; 
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LIBER SEXTUS 

AI rl"t sc:h:d he mot bile algate. 
This Cirecs, which I <f<lk of bte, 
On whom UIIIJ!d hath begerc 
A child, tbogh be it lu•e foryete, 
Wh;m time: com, ns it w;.s wone, 
Sche was delivcrtd of ~ Sonc, 
Which deped is Thelogonus. 
Thio child, wbnn he wns bore rhu<, 
Abourc his modcr 10 ful age, 
'l'hnt he can reson and IAngnge, 
1 n good ascat wos drnre forth : 
And ..-lwl he .,..., so moehcl ... onh 
To sumden in a nunnes steele. 
Circes his moder luth hom btde 
Thot he schal to his fodcr go, 
And tolde lum :d togedre tho 
What man he wa, rhM hint begot. 
And wh:m Thelogonu• of thot 

.1610 

P. ru. s6 

Wn> wru und hath rul knowleching 
Hou rh•t his (,der was • king, 
lie prcith his moder faire rhis, 
To so ..-her thot his fodtr Is ; 
And oche him pntcth that he sch>l, 
And nude him redi forth witlul 
Jt W!U tb;at time such U5."\f\CC1 

•rtut extry m.·m the conoiscance 
or his conrre oor in hi< hood, 
Wbon he wente into armnge fond ; 
And thus was every m11n ther(ore 
Wei knowe, wher that he was bore : 
}."or espi:Ule ond mistrowingcs 
They dede tbonne sucbe thongcs, 
That every m:u1 mal ather knowe. 
So ot befell that ilke throwe 
Thdogonus as 1n thiS cas; 
or his contte the signe WQ.S 

Tbre 6sshes. whiche be .c:holde berc 
Upoo the peoon of a 1pere : 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

And whAn chnt he was thu• om~ied P. IlL 57 
And hath his h•meiJ ol auoiod, 
"fhat he ..:u redy everydcl, 
His moder bad him (are•·c~ 
,\nd seide him thoc he sd>olde ••1the 
Ht> f•der sn~·· . thoUMnd sitbe. 

Thelogonus his moder ki>te 
And tok hit le,·e, lllld wher he ""'• 
His fader ~ •he wcie naut, 
Til he unto N•c:hoie eun, oUo 
Which of that lond the ehoef Cote 
Wu eloped, and ther oxeth he 
Wher ,.. .. the •ing and hou he ferde. 
1\nd whan that be tlte sotbe berde, 
\\'her that the king Uluxos was, 
AI one upon his hon grot pas 
lie ood hom fonh, and in hiJ hond 
He bar the signol or his lond 
ll'nh fiS$htS thre, as I have told; 
And thus he wente unto tbat hold, o6;o 
\\'her that hi• O(!hne f•der duelleth. 
The cnuse why he comtb he telletb 
Unto the kepc"' of the jl:IIC, 

And woldc hal"e comen in themte, 
llot schonli thei him ltide nay: 
.'.nd he als (aire RS C\ICrC be nta.y 
llesoghcc nnd tolde hem one this 

' Hou <hot tho kin• his fader is· . . ' Dot they w11h proud~ wordes grele 
Jlegunnu to mnn:tce and chretc, tGso 
llot he go fro the g>t<t fnstc, P. UL 58 
Thci woldc him take and sene foste. 
l' ro wordes unto Strokes thus 
'l'hei fcllc, o.nd 10 'l'helogonus 
II' .. sore hun ond welnyh ded ; 
lloc with his ~<:harpe >peros hed 
lie mokth defence, hou so it folie, 
And won tlte s•ce upon hem aile, 
And hath sloin of the boote fy,·e; 
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And thei oseriden •I• "" b1yve 
Thurghout the c:oM<II nl oboute. 

On evecy srde men oome oute. 
Whtro£ tht kingos bene nffithte,. 
And he ""'h oJ the Jlll51< he nuhte 
A spcre c:auhte •nd out he goth, 
-~• he thot ,.,.... nyh ,.otJ for wroth 
He Sth the gntet ful of blot!, 
"11\elogonus ond wher he <tod 
He sih obo, hot he ne knew 
Wlut nun ;1 ,..,., and 10 him thru
Hi• Spcre, ond he scene out :urde. 
Bot destine, which Kho1 heude, 
llefel1 th>l ilke time oo, 
'11\e10(!onus knew nothing 1~0 
\Vh:u man it wu th:at to h1m eute, 
.\nd while hil oghne spere Lute, 
With a\ the signe therupon 
He cute unto the king anon, 
And &mot him with • dedly ....,undc. 
Uluxes fell anon to grounde; 
"lho evety mon, 'The king 1 the king 1' 
Begnn to erie, ond or thb thing 
Tbelogonus, which sih the en~, 
On kncs he fell and .elde, .' HeLul 
r hove min oghne (odcr sino~ : 
Nou wolde 1 dele wonder rom, 
Nou sle me who that evere wile, 
~or certes it il riht good e1dle,' 
He crith, he wepth, he oclth therforc, 
• HelM thot ., •• ,. wds 1 bore, ' . Thnt thiJ unhAP\>1 desune 
So wofulli c:omth in be mo 1' 
·rhis king, which ylt hMh Ji£ ynouh, 
HL~ hcne :ayein to him he drouh. 
And to th>t vols nn Ere he leide 

lfOC 
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And unde-ltod •J llut be seide, 
ll~d &"0 ro speke, and seidc on hfh 
• Bring roe lhis rn~~n . ' J\ nd whlln he' sih 
Thclogonus, his thogbt he seue 
Upon the •we>-ene which he melle. 
And axeth that he mybte se 
Ris opere, on which tho fisshes thre 
;re sib. upon • pensel wroghr. 
fho WISte he WtJ it foileth nO&hl 
J\nd b;tdd hirn duu he relic scbolde 
fro whenne he earn and what he wolde. 

Thelogonus in oorghe and wo 
So as he auhte tolde tho 
Unro Uluxes aJ rhe as, 
Rou that Circes his moder Wo8, 

And so forth ~~eidc him everydcl, 
Rou thmt his moder gm him wei 
And in wh3t wise ache him atntc: 
Tho wiste Uluxes •hat it lllellte 
;\nd 101: him In hise Annes sofu.., 
And al bledende he kest him olle 
And seidf!, I Son~. "!'hfl r live , 
Thl$ inforlw1c 1 thte foryive/ 
Aller his otber Sone in baste 
He sende, and he b<g;ln bim 1wte 
And am unto his r•der I)L 

Bot •ban he slh hirn in such pli~ 
He wolde have ronnc upon th3t other 
Anon, :Uld s lain his oghne brother 
Ne hadde be thot Uluxes ' 
B<!uren hem made ocord ond lK'S. 
And to his hac Thebmachus 
lie bod dhat he ThelogOllus 

lHO 
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With •I his pouor seholde kepe, 
1·n he were of hfs woundes depc r;6o 
i\1 hoi, ond thonne he ""holdc him yivc 
Lond wher upon he mihte live. 
Thebl'llllehuJ, whan he thfs herdc 
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Onto his r.der he ansutrdc 
And seidt he woldc don his wille. 
So duelle thci togedre sllllc, 
These brethren, and the rader "'"rveth. 

Lo, wheror Sorecrie scn-cth. 
Thwgb Sorcerie hi5 hm he wan, 

Tburgh Sorccric bis ,..o began, 
Tburgh Soreerie hi! love h• ches, 
Thurgh Sorcerie his ror he les ; 
'J'he child witS gete in Sorcerie, 
The which dedc ol this felonie : 
Thing which wu •ycin ltynde wroght 
Unkindelic:he it ....s aboght ; 
The child his oghne f•dcr •lowh, 
Th•l w•s unkindeschipe ynowh. 
Fortbi tnk hiede hou th•t ir is. 
So rono •innc love amis, 
Which endcth ol his joie in wo : 
For or this An l 6ndc olso, 
That h.,th be do Cor lo•·<S sake, 
Wheror thou miht en111mple lllkc, 
A gret Cronique itnperi•i, 
Whith ewcre into memorial 
Among the men, bou to it wende. 
Sehal duelle to the worldes code. 

The bihe cr~tour ofth1ng.., 
Which is the king or oUt kingCJ, 
ful many a wonder worldes chonce 
Let siyden under his •ull"rance; 
Ther wot norrum.. tbt cause why, 
Bot be the which i! almybty. 
And thot "-u proved whilom thUJ, 
Wh•n that the king Nect.>n•bus, 
Wbich baddc Egipte rorro ler;le,
Bot for he sih tofor the dede 
Tburgh onagique or his Sorc~e, 
WbCfO( he eouthc • gret p:~rue, 
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Hise enem)'1 10 him comendt, P . Ill. 62 
Fro whom he mih1e him noght de(ende, 
Out or hi$ oghne lond he Redde; 
And in the wise ns he him dredde: 
l t (ell, for a( bit wie<hea:Ut, 
So that Egipte bim was benft, 
And he desguised fledde >wece 
Be schlpe, <tnd hleld !he rihtc wcie 
To M.needoine, wber thAt be 
o\ry>WI nto chief Cite. 
Thre yomen o( his elwnbre tltere 
AI only furto sen·c him 1\'ere, 
The whiche be tru~teth wonder ""el, 
For tbd were trewc as eny Stief; 
.\nd hApneth lh•t thoi ..;,h him bdde 
Part or the beste good he h.1ddc. 
Thei tAke loggjngc in the toun 
.\(ter the dJ$p<>!liCIOn 
Wher as him tboghte best to duelle · 
A e nxcth thonne nnd herde telle 
Hou lhnt the king wiiS oute go 
Upon • werre be hodde tho; 
But in thot Cite thAnne was 
The queene, which Ohmp"• 
Was hot~, and with sollempncte 
The fe:ste or hir nativite, 
A• it befell, ,.... thAnne holde ; 
And for hire list to be beboldc 
And preised or the poeple oboute, 
&be schnp hir (orto ridco oute 
At llfter mete ol openly. 
Anon wtre afle men redy, 
.~\nd thnt wtt.CI in lkle monthe or Maii, 
Thi.s JustJ ttueenc in good 2r:rni 
11'3$ set upon a .\lule -·h)'t ; 
To sen i1 was :. grct dtlit 
'fhe joie thot the dtc mode ; 
With (rei .. he tbinges and with glade 
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The noble toun "'"' nl bchonged, 
And every wiht wos tore olonged 
To se this lusti L1di ryde. 
Ther w:11 gret merthe on aJlc &-ydc ; 
Wber os schc posselh he the strctc, 
Ther wos ful nuny a tymber bete 
And many ::a maidc cuolende: 
And thus thurghout ll•• toun lllciende 
This qucene unto a plcine rod. 
\\'her thAt ~ehe ho<ed and abod 
To se df\·ersc grune plde, 
The lu.\li folk jousto nnd toumeie; 
And "" forth t•-ery other mon, 
Which pleic couthe, his plcy beG""· 
To pilose with this noble queene. 

l\cctanllbUl c:tm to 1he grtne 
i\monges c>thre nnd drouh bim 1\)'h. 

Llot wh>n th.11 he this lodl sib 
And of hir beoute, h1ede to!<, 
He couthe noght withdrowe biJ lok 
To se noght elles in the field, 
Bot stod and only hire bcnield 
or his elothinge and or bis gere 
He W:l$ unlich aile othre there, 
So tbnt It hapneth ntc \aste, 
'111e «lUl.'CilC On him hire yhe C:\l lC, 

And knew thot be w:u stronge onon : 
l!ot be behield hire ., .... in on 
Without• ~>lenchinge of hi> chcre. 
Sche tok good bi<dc of hit m.•n<r<, 
And wondrrth why be dede so, 
And b:ld m<n scboldc for him go. 
He cant :and dcde ture re\--erence, 
And schc him axeth in cHence 

. ~eso 
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fro whenne be c:am and what he wolde. 
And be wuh sabre wordes tolde, 
1\nd seith, • Ma d.'lmt', a derk 1 nm, 
To you and in nu::sa..,ge 1 cam, 
The •bieh I mol noght tdlen hiere; 
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Bot i r It liltcth you co hiere, 
h mot be seid al prively, 
Wiler non ~II be bot yc and L' 
Thus for lhe bmc be cot his !eve. 
The d:u goth forth til 11 ,.... e-e. 
1"b3t e'-ery man mot Jete bi.s wtrk : 

··~ 

And scbe tbogbte "'""' upon chLI eltrk, 
1\'h•t th1ng it 15 he ~-<>Ide mcne: 
And in this wise abod che quccne, 
And p.us~th 01·er chOke nyhr, 
1'11 it W3S on the morwe Uht. 
Sche oende for him, and he com, 
WhJ1 him hls Astellobre ho nom, 
Which wa. of fin gold precious 
IVilb pointz ond cerot .. mc"·ellous ; 
And ek the hcvenely figures 
ll'rQSbt in o boll fuJ of pcintura 
He tok tbis Jadi forto schewe, 
And rolde of eclt of hem be rewe 
1'he coors and the c:ondicion. 
And sche ,.;tb gret afT«cion 
S.t srille and herde what he wolde: 
And thus wban he sih time; he tolde. 
Ar1d (eigne:lh with h.ise wordes wiltC: 
A ule, and seith in such a Vri!W!: 

• M.a dame; bot a ¥.•bit\! agu. 
ll'her f \\':lS in J>&iple lhO, 
And l'llddc in >~Cole or chis scicn«:, 
1L fell into mi con~ciencc 
That I unco lhe temple wence, 
.\nd ther with nl myn holt entente 
.\~ r mi s:a.c.rilitc dede, 
On of the goddes bach rnc bede 
'!'hat I rou w:une privdy, 
So thol )'t lll.'llte )'OU Mly, 
. \nd tic\ I ye be nothcng og:uc ; 
For he suc:h lol"e inth to you cut, 
Th:u ye schul ben his oghnc dicrc; 

18\JO 
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And he sch.1l be your beddefiere, 
1'•1 )C concdvc ond be with childe.' 
.\n.-J with th:u word sdle wu n.l mykle, 
. \nd 101ndol red beam for schome, 
.\ntl :n.cth h1m th.,t goddts n.a.me. ,9,o 
ll'hith 10 oral don hire compainie. P. ill 66 
.\nd he \eide, • Amos of Lub~e.· 
.\nd S('he scilh, •1'b:u m:U I noght He1-·e, 
Hot I( I '1hc " beue prieve.' 
' ~In d:unc; ttuod Nect~m~bus, 
' In cokne chnt it schnl be chus, 
Thia nyht (or en(onnacion 
Vc schul hA\'C Ul"' avlsion: 
Thai Arno• sch•l lo )'OU appiere. 
To Khcwu and tcc:hc in what m;merc 
!'he thing 1<h>l ofio""""d b<:follo. 
\' e oshcen ..... •bo•'en aile 
ro moke joie of such • lord ; 
for whan yc ben ,r on O<ord, 
He sch.:tl • Sone of you boge<e, 
\\'hkh '"th h11 •wtrd ICNI winne ond g<tc 
The wyde world in lcngtbc and brede ; 
. \lie cnhli kinges schull him dredc; 
J-\ nd 1n fUC:h •ti$e, I )'OU be:hote, 
Tho god of orthc be schal be bote.' 
• If this be soch,' cho quod tbe queen<, 
• This nyht, thou seist, h cchnl be seoc. 
And if It folia Into rni gr.~ce, 
01 god AuiOS that l pourohace 
To trakc of him so gret worschipe:, 
I wol do thee such ladischlpc, 
Wherof thou scholt for ew,.cmo 
He ri<he.' ;\nd he h11 thonketh tho, 
And co'k h1> lc•-e ond forth he wence. 
Sche wace heel what be mente, 
Fur it w:u: sude :a:nd Sorcerie, 
t\1 chat ochc colt for Prophecie. 

Neaanobuo t11urgbout tbe dor, 
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Wh:m l1e cnm hom wher nlt he lny, 
11 i.s: chnmbre he himsch:e tok. 
.\nd o•·ercorncth m>ny • bole, 
\nd lburgb che cr.on or Anml>ge 
or "'"' he forgclh nn ym>ge. 
lfe lokelh hi< <quQcions 
. \ nd ck che conswllocions, 
lie lokelh che conjunccions, 
lfe lokcth che rtttpcions, 
Hi~ !!ilgne, hi'( houre, his ~ndent, 
.\nd dr:nrth fortune of hi> ....,nt : 
·nu~ n.1me or llUt!fne Olimpins 
J n thUke ymagc write was 
.-\ middes in che rront abo,·e. 
And thus to winne his lust of lo1·e 
Ncc:Un>bus lhi$ werk boll\ doht; 
""d whan jt am withinne n)•hl, 
Thot every wyht Is folio oslcp<>, 
He cboghce he wolde his cime kcJl", 
.\s he which hoch his hOUTe apoinc<>d. 
• \nd lhanne fc<>l he both cnoignced 
\\'ith sondrl berbes th31 figure, 
And thtrupon he gnn conjure, 
So tlun ll1Urgh hi!l cnchu.ntcnu:nt 
This lodi, which ,..,.. Innocent 
And ..;.,. nothong of chis guile, 
)leue, :u sche •!epee lhilke while, 
lfou fro tho hevcnc cam • lyhc, 
Which nl hir chnnobre mnde lyht; 
.\nd ns scbe Joketh to and fro, 
Sche wh, hit lhoghle, • dr:lgoun lho, 
Whos scherdes sdtyntn as lhe Sonne, 
J\nd h>th his sofcc J>'l$ begonne 
IVilh nl the chicrc th•t he moy 
Towutd the h<dcl thor as sche l•y, 
Til he e&m to the h<ddcs side. 
And oche bt slllle ond uolhing cnde, 
f or he dede nile Ins thmges focre 
And '"':'1.1 courteis :md dcbon~~ire : 
•9S. wber jll.l A ••. D•(tZ~'fJI E) thc.r •• W 
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And ns be Jtod hire fasteby, 
IIi• forme be chnl1jlctb sodcinly, 
• \nd the r,.... o( nun he nom, 
To hire ond mto bedde he com, 
.\nd such thing tlterc of IOI'I! he "roght~, 
Whcrof, so ns hire lhllnne thoghtc, 
Thurgh likinge of this god ,\mos 
\Vith cbiJde anon hire wombe nros, -,ooo 
And ache w:u wonder gud with>L 
Neet.>n:abus, which eausttb ol 
or this metrede the •ubstance, 
\Vhan he s.ih thnt:, l1is nigrom .. 1ncc 
l ie .cinte 111ld nothing more seidt 
or his co.rec:te, ond sche >ltreide 
Out of hir slep. ond hevetb wei 
Thot It is SOth channe e~·erydel 
or lhnt Ibis clerk hire badde told, 
J\nd wns tbe gl>ddere m:myfold 
In ho(X: of such a glAd mctr<>de, 
Whoeh •fier sch>l bo{aJie in droe • 

Scbc longelh sore ofier the doi, 
'Th:u ecbc hir swc:venc tcUe nul 
'l'o this guilour in ()rivetc, 
Which koeu it Ills 10 wei as sclte: 
.t\nd DAthdes on motwe sone 
Sc:he lcfce aile other lhu>g to done, 
.And for him seodc, and aJ the att 

1010 
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Sche tolde him ptcinly tU it was, 2oJo 

And ~<>ide hou thanne wei .c:he wist<> 
Th>t sc:he his wor<les mihce triste, 
J-'or JChe food hire Avilioun 
Raht after the c:ondicion 
Which he hire hodde told tofore; 
And preide him hortely lherforc 
Tbot be hire holde coven:ant 
So fonh of al the "'meo.un, 
That sche mo.y lhurgb his ordin:ance 
To~<ord the god do auch pl=nce, ><>Jo 
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Th•t sche Wllkcndc mybte him kepe 
In 1uch \\lSc as schc mette IUlcpc. 
And he, that couthe or guile ynoub, 
Wbon he thi> hude, of joic be louh, 
And l<'lth, • ,\Ia dome, it I!Ch•l he do. 
llot this I nme you theno : 
This nyht, whon !hot he comth to pl<te, 
Tlut ther he no lif in the woie 
Bot I, that JC!ul at hi• lliinge 
Ordeinc .., for his cominge, ,.... 
11ut yc nc schull noght or him fane. P . ill 7o 
For this, mo dame, I you conalle, 
TluJ )C it kcpc .., pri\~ 
That no wiht clles bqt we thre 
Ha,·e knowlechinge hou t~t it i.s ; 
For cUes mthtc 11 Care cunis, 
If )'C dedc oght that I!Cboldc him grie>-e' 
And th113 he mokth hire to helie>·e, 
And felgncth under guile fcltlo: 
llot nothclcs al that he sclth ••!• 
Sche troweth ; and aytm the nyht 
Sche h~th wtthinne hire clumbrc dyht, 
Wher 1U th•s guilour f.'U~ by 
Upon this god 11Ciul prively 
Awoltc, •• he mokth hire to wene: 
And thus this noble gcntil quccnc, 
\Vhan ~he: most trusu:th, 1wu1 deceived. 

The nyhl com, nnd the cl:Ulmbrc is wcy,~ed, 
Neetannbus hnth tnkc his plocc, 
And whon he alb the time nnd sp.•ce, ••6o 
'!'burgh the deceiptc of his nug!que 
lie JlUitC him Out Of mn.nnes Jike, 
And of • dr•goun tolt the forme, 
AI he ~·hich wolde him al conforme 
To that schc sih In swe,·cne er this; 

~· )e athol (l(bol no& ot him AdA ,. oe shtJie or 
him Hl I no ttha! o( him AM 11046 miht~ AJ, S 
rt~ibt F m.l.cht C. 8 80$5 •od he ma1t) BT aDd make~! 
Ad lf061 Lbc Offf, AM ••. Jlt. A oo6a puue AC, B 
put J, F 

LI BtR SEXTUS 

And thus to chambre come he is. 
The quccne lay ohcdde and sib, 
And hopeth t\·c:re, Its he com nyh, 
That he god of Lubyc were, 
So both IIChe wei the lusc ferc. ••:• 
Bot for he •oldo hire more US1Jrc, P . W. 71 
Vit eft be choogctlo hi• figure, 
And of o wether the likneae 
He lOk, in oigne or his noblesse 
With luge homn for the nones : 
or fin gold and o( ri<:he stones 
A coronc on his bed he bor, 
And soudeinly, or sche was w:or, 
.U he whkh aile guile c:an, 
His forme he tomc:ch into man, 1o8o 

And c:am to hcdde, and sche bi stllle. 
Whet .. scho solfreth al his wOie, 
As sche which wcnde noght misdo. 
!Jot nolheles it hopncth so, 
Althogh IlCht were in port deeeived, 
Yit for n1 th.tt sc:he hath c:oncehcd 
The worthieste of aile ltiththe, 
'Vh1ch e\•ere w:n corore or siththe 
or c:onqucste and chivnlerie; 
So !hot thurgh guile and Soreeroe ••!10 
Ther was tbot noble knyht begunnc, 
Which pi tho world hath nfier wunnc. 
Thus fell the th1ng which fnlle scholdc, 
Nectnnabus hnth that he wolde ; 
With guile he hath his love aped, 
With guile he can> Into the bed, 
With gune be goth him out oyein : 
He wu ll tchrew«t chJunbe.rlt.in, 
So to begulle • worth! quccne, 
And d11u on him w:u lifter seene. uoo 
Bot natheles the thing il do; P. Ill. 7• 
This false god wu sane go, 
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CONFE:SSIO AMANTIS 

With his deecipte and hield him cloo, 
Til morwe cun, tlut he aros. 

And tho, wlun time ond leasir 1\L'I, 

The queene tolde him al the cas, 
A< Khe t1w guile non ouppoocth; 
And of too poinu Khe hint Oppc>seth. 
On ,..... iC tlut this god nomore 
\Vol come ;ayein. and o\·ermore, u r6 

liou scbe sclul 6tonden in acord 
With l:ing Philippe hire <~ghne lord, 
Wlun he comth hom and octh hire grone. 
• M11 d11.me,' he aeith, ' let mt: a.lone: 
As for the god 1 under14ke 
Thot ~·ban it liketh you to tnkc 
}Us cornpaignie o.t eny throwe, 
Ir I a day tofore it knowe, 
He sc1u1 be ..;th you on the nyht ; 
And he is wei of such a m)•ht JUo 

To kepe you from aile bbme. 
.. Fonhi c::onforte )·ou, nu ct.me, 
Thct sclul non Other Cl...., be.' 
Thus tok be le\·e and Conh &oth he, 
And tho begon be Cono muse 
Hou he the queene mihte excuse 
Towo.rd the king or thot 1$ Colle; 
And fond a Cr:lft amongcs olle, 
Thurgh whkh be both a See foul daunted, 
\Vith his mmgique and 80 enchaunted, ' ' Jo 

That he ftyh forth, whnn h wos nyht, P. IlL 73 
Unto the kingc,<t tente rilu, 
Wher that be In)• omidde his host : 
And wh~tnoe be wu aslepc most, 
With th~t the See foul to him broghte 
And othre <:hormes, whiche be wroghte 
At hom witbinne his clwnbre stille, 
Tbe king he tometh at his ..;ue, 
And m:tkth him Corto dreme •nd se 
Tbe dmgono and the privete "<" 
Which ...,.. betuen him and the quoene. 
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i\nd O\'tr that he nude him wene 
In swe•·cne, hou tbot the god Amos, 
Wlun he up fro the queeoe an>s, 
Tok forth • ring. wl\rrinne a s<on 
\\~as set, ~and Jn&.\'C! tberopon 
'' Sonn<, in which, wlun he = nyb. 
A Jeoun with a swe:rd he sib; 
And with th.;at prient~ a.s be tho mette, 
Upon the quoenes wombe be sette 
A Se•l, nnd goth him forth his weie. 
Whh th:lt the awcvene wcntc aweie_ 
J\ntl tho began the king nwoke 
And sigheth for bis wy.-es sake. 
\\'htt AJ he lny ";thinnc his 1ente1 

Ant! h3th gret wonder wh3t it mente. 
With tlut be lustetb him to ryse 

Anon, And oende afier the wise, 
Among the whiche th<r was on, 
A elere, his name is Amphioo : 
Whan he the kln8"5 .,.. • ....,. hctde, 
What It betokneth be ansuerde, 
And seith, • So soker as the lif. 
A god luth leie be thi ..;r, 
And gete • Sone, wblch sclul winne 
The world 2ntl at thot is withione. 
i\s leon is the king or bestes, 

••6o 
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So ~ehol the world oheie his hestes, 
Which with his sword schnl at be wonne, 
Ats ferr ns schyneth eny Sonne.' 

Tho king was doubtif of this dom ; 
Bot 03lheles, whan that he com 
Ayein Into his oghne lond, 
His wi( with childe grot he fond. 
He mihte nogbt huruel"" stJtre, 

Tlut he ne made hine bevy <:hiere ; 
Boc he whkh couthe or al~ ..,.., 
Nec:u~bU$, upon the morwe 
'rhurgh the doeeipte and nigrom:uu:" 
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Tok of a cbagoun the semblance, 
And wbcr the king sat in his hAIIe, 
Com in runpende among hem aile 
With. such a noise and such a "'"'• 
Th:u thei og;ut .....e also rore 
As thogh thei scllolde deie anon. 
And natheles be grie•-eth non, 
Bot goth tOw:trd the de)'1s on bib; 
And whAn be earn the queenc nyh, 
He $tlnte his noise, and in his wtse 
1'o hire he profn~th his servisc, 
And Ieith his bed upon hire b>mt ; 
And ..:he with goodly ohiere hire arm 
Abome his necke a.yeinwurd Jeide, 
And thus the queene with him pleide 
In sibte of :t11r men about e. 
And ate laste he gan to loute 
And obeissance unto hire make, 
As be th:u wolde his !eve tAke ; 
And sodeinly his lothly fo""" 
Into an Egle he gan tranoforme, 
And Oyh and sette him on a raile; 
Wbcrof the king bath gret mernile, 
For there he pruneth him and piketh, 
At. doth an bauk wh.1n him wei hketh, 
And after that himself he schok, 
Wherof that oJ the hallc quok, 
As it n terremote were ; 
Thei seiden aile, god w.. there : 
In •uch • re.• and forth he flyh. 

The king, whieh al this wonder syh, 
Wban be eam to his chambre alone, 
Unto the queene he m::ade his mone 
And of foryivenesse bir preide; 
1-... or thanoe be knew wei, :a.s he s.tide, 
Sche ...,.. with childe with • godd. 
Thus ~'as the king W>thoute rodd 
Chastised, and tbe queene excused 
Of that sche b:tdde ben accused. 

zta~ he: ••· B 
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And for the gretere evidenee, 
V it after that in the p<acnce JUO 

Of king Philipp •nd othre mo, 
Wh•n thei ride in the fieldes tho, 
A rltesant c:am before here yhe, 

P. iii. 76 

The which lUIOn u thei hire oyhe, 
Fleende let M ey doun folie, 
And it tobrak tofore hero aile : 
And M thei t.oken therof kepe, 
'J'hei ayhe out or the schelle crepe 
A litel SerpenL on the ground, 
Which r~ntll<lth ol aboutc round, 
And in aye.in it wolde have wonne, 
Bot for the brennynge of the Sonne 
It milue nogbt, and !10 it deide. 
And therupon the clerkes scide, 
'As the Serpent. whan it was oute, 
Went enriroun the scheUe aboute 
And mthte nCRht tome in ayein, 
So sebal '' fallen in certein : 
This child the world scbal environe, 
And 2bove aile the corone 
Him schal bd.'lle, and in yong Age 
He 11ehal de&irc in his corage, 
ll'ban Ill the world IS in his hood, 
To torn ayeln into the lond 
Whcr he waa bore, 11nd in his wtie 
Homwnrd he schai with puison deie.' 

The king, wbich oJ lhis sib ond herd<, 
Fro that dai forth, hou so it ferde, 
11 i• jalou•ie both al foryete. 
Jlot he which hath the child begete, 
Nectanabul. in prh·ete 
The time or his nativite 
\) pon the constellacioun 
Awaitetb, and rebcioo 
Makth to the queeoe bou sche sc:bal do, 
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.-\nd t\"ery hour~ .tpolnreth 50, 
Tlut no mynut tbero( '""" lore. 
SO th:u in due lime is bore 
This child, •od (onh .-ith theNpon 
Ther felle wondres many on """ 
Ol ten-emote unh·cniel : 
Th~ Sonne tok colour o( suel 
And loste bis lybt, the wyndn blewc. 
And m:tnyc: strengthes: o,·erthrc'llfc ; 
!"he See h;_., pl'opre kinde chnngeth, 
And >I the world his (anne str:~ngeth ; 
The thonder with hi' (yri le••cnc 
So ~rucl was upun the hevcnc, 
Thllt every erthli creature 
Tho lhO(Chie his II( in twcnharc. u;c 
The tempeste ote wte cessoth, 
The child is kep1, his oge oncres-eth, 
And Alisnndre his nome is hote, 
l'o ~-hom C.listre •nd Ari>tOtc 

To techen him Philosophie 
£nt~den, and Astronomie, 
ll'ith othrc thingcs •·hiche he coutho 
.\4<>, to t<cbe hun in hit youthc 
l\ect:tnabus tok upon honde. 

Bot e'U}' m:tn m:al undcrstondc:, .u.<Jo 
Or Sorcerfe bou thot it wende, P. Ill. 78 
It wolt' himseJ..:e pruve at ende, 
And n:tmely (orto beguile 
A lody, whidt whhoute guile 
Sup~th troulhe oJ th•t &che hiercth : 
Bot often he t.hnt evcJa AtitrClh 
His Schip is dreynt therinne •middt; 
And in this c:>s niH 50 betidde. 
~cctarubus upon a nyht, 
\\'h:an it "''U fair :and !terre lyhc, u90 
Th1s )·onge lord bdde up on hih 
.-\bo,·e ::t. tour, wher ns he lib 
The stems suehe os he ocomptetl~ 
And scith wh>t ech o( hent omonteth, 
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M thogh he knewe o( aile thing; 
Dot )'it hath be no knowlecbing 
ll'lut sehal unto bimtd( bel'aUe. 
Whan be h>th told his wordes aUe, 
' l'his yonge lord tlunne him opposcth, 
And axeth i( tlut he supposeth ·l"" 
What deth he scbaJ hinu..lre deie. 
He s.e.ilh, • Or fortune is a•eie 
And ev~ry sterre h:lth lost his wone, 
Or elles o( myn oghne Sone 
I schnl be slain, l mal noghl Oe.' 
Thoglue A11Mndre in privete, 
• Jtieror this olde dolllrd lieth •: 
And er that other ogbt ospietb, 
AI sodoinliche his olde bones 
lie schof ovtr the wal :u ones, 2310 

And scith him, ' l.y doun there apan : P . iU. 79 
Whero( nou servetb al thin art? 
Thou knc..., aile othre mennes chance 
And o( thbei( lwt ignor>nee: 
Tlut thou lw\ uid amonges rule 
or thi ptriOne, is nogbt bc.l'alle.' 

Necu..,bus, which both his deth, 
Vu ,.hile him bstetb !if and breth, 
'l'o AliSM!dre be •P"k and mdc. 
Tha.t he with wrong bl:uuc: on him leide : J:IO 

l'ro point to point And aJ the ClS 
He tolde, hou he his Sont wns. 
Tho he, which sory wM ynowh, 
Out o( the dich his (ader droub, 
And tolde his moder hou it (erdc 
1 n conseil ; ond wlun sebe it horde 
And lcpeu the tolmes wbiche be told<, 
Sche D)'ltC whot sche me sebold<, 
Dot Aod abayuht .. (or the while 
0( hiJ magiqut >nd a) the guile. I JJO 

Sc:he tboshte bou th>t sche was deceired, 
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That scbe llllth of • liWI a>nceivtd, 
And wende a god it hndde be. 
Bot nnthelel in such degre, 
So as sche mlhte hire honour save, 
Sd>e scbop the body ,.... bcgnl•e. 

And thus N.aan.bus :tboghte 
l'be Sorterit which he wroghte: 
'l'hogh he upon the cre:tturCI 
Tburgh his corectt;~ and figures •J~• 
The maistrle ond the pou<r h.•dde, P . ill So 
HJ.s creatour to nogbr him bdde, 
Ayein whos bwe his Cr.lll he ustth, 
Wban be for lust his god refusetb, 
And tok hrm to the dieules cn>ll. 
Lo, whot profit him is belr>ll : 
l'llllt thing thurgh which he wende hnve •tonde. 
Ferst him e>ilede out or londc 
Which ..,.. his oghne, :tnd from • king 
Made him to ~n an uoderlina; JJ.!O 
And sithtbtn to decei\·e a qucene, 
rhat tometh him to mocbel tecne; 
'!'burgh 1\ljt of love he g:u hirn luue, 
l'h:tt eude couthe be nngbt all<ltc. 
His oldc lleyhtes wbi<:he be eute, 
\'onge Alisaundre hem ORR:~Ute, 
His rader, which him misbcg>t, 
.He slouh, a gret mi$hap 'Wat chat; 
IJot for o mls an other mys 
Was yolde, and so fulofie It is; •l6o 
Nectanabus his t'fil.ft mlswtnte, 
So it misrell hrm er he wen~. 
I not whit bclpe<b tllllt ~ 
Which makth a m:r.n 10 do folie, 
And ~meliche of nigromancc, 
Which stont upon the tnC$CI'ennce. 

And fOtlO 1C more evide,nce, 
Zor:astes, which Lhexpcriencc 
or Art magique !erst forth droub, 
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Anon os be was bore, be louh, 
Which tokno was of wo auingc : 
For or his oglme oonuovinge 
He fond nugique and tauhte it forth; 
!lot oJ dut wos him Utd worth, 
For o( Sume a wonbi king 
Him slou, ond tb:tt was Ius endyng. 
!lot yit thur~h him tbio c:ron is used, 
And he thurgb al the world occuscd, 
For it .ldu.l ne>'ei'C wd achieve 

2Jl 

•n• (Zo..,..,.to-) 
P. ill. Srnut'C:mu_r, r•udlo 

•naJf'IO mit; In quo 
prt"nostkw:n dolori1 
aubt.cqucntb at,:uum 
ficun.bitur : naJll ct 
~pie ck~\abll.ia IN• 
Ctce prima fuit ltLV. t .,. 
\or, quem potta Rc:.. 
Surric dira morUI cru· 
d dauit. et ak OJhiJ 
opcrarium con•ump· 
'IJl. 

Thai otant nogbt dht with the belie•·• : 
Bot lich to woUe is ••-de tponne, 
Who lest himsel! hath litd wonne, 
An endc pro<etb every thing. 
S:lfil, whicb was of ) uys king, 
Up peine of detb forlllld this ort, 
And yit be tol< therof his part. 
The Plutoaesse in S:unane 
v.r him a>nseil be Sotcerie, 
Wluch aner fell to moehel torwe, 
For be "'*S slAin upon the morwe. 

To conne mocbc thing it helpelh, 
Bot of to mochel noman yclpeth : 
So forto loke on every side, 
llil!'que m:U noght wei ~yde. 
Forth~ my Sone, I wolde redc 
Tllllt tl!OU or these ensamples drede, 
That for no lust of ertbll lo•·c 
Thou 11c<:hc so io eomc nbove, 
Wheror as in the worldes wonder 
'Ibou .ldu.lt for e<trt be: put under. 

Mi goode Coder, gr:tnt mcrey, 
For cvere I schol be war therby : 
Of love what me so belallc, 
Such Sorttrle nho•-en aile 
Fro thio cbl forth I scbal eschuie, 
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'l'b>t so ne ~ol I noght pourJille 
Mi lust of IO\'C IoriO seche. 
Bot this l wol~e you beseehc, 
Beside l.b;lt me ••~nt of love, 
As I you herde tpeke 2bove 
llou A!Uandre n• bctA..-ht 
To Aristotle, ~nd "" wei ~..-In 
or al that to • king bcloogolh, 
Wherof min hcrte sore lnngeth 
To \Vite what h Yoolde mene. 
1-"'"or be reson t woldc wtne 
Th>t if I herde of thinges strange, 
\'it for a tune 11 od>olde change 
M i peme, and hue me somdiel. 

M i goode Sonc, thou scist w~l. 
Jtur wisdo~n, hou ch:u c:vcre it stondc, 
To him thlt cnn it understondc 
l>oth grot ptafit in lOndri wise; 
Bot toudl<:nde of ..., hih >pose, 
\\'h.ich is noght unto Venus knowt, 
1 m;~i it noght mi«:h·e lmowe, 
Which of lur court am nl forthdrnwr 
And can notlting bot of hir lowe. 
not n3.thela to knowe more 
Als wei as thou me longeth sore ; 
And lor it belpeth to comune, 
t\1 ~n thei noght to me comune, 
'l11e sooleoo of l'hiiOSOJlhie, 
Ylt thenke 1 forto speufie, 
In boke as it is comprehended, 
ll'herof thou mlhtcst ben 2mended. 
f'or thogh I be noght o.l cunnynge 
Upon the forme of this ..-rytynse, 
Sam port thM>f yit hue 1 herd, 
In this matiere hou It bntb ferd. 

E><pllclt Llbe r S e ><tus. 
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.Nai11Ta11t wjltr~l tkdrir.a4 <r:in flltNI d tlrlll'.t 
I11gotll tlkllis ntl/1 tl~dil, ifmr ffl.l/41. 

Nun ita diiN"fiiiJ ltomlnw, frr (//"'"'a rtg-nnl, 
Qui11J ~IIJJII t•l .,,,pial, lmllgil fjJtt sNit, 

I Gt.'IIUS the P""t of love, 
Mi $one, u thou lwt proid obo>e 
That I the Scale schal declore 
Or Ari•totlc ond ek the (;an: 

Of AllsMdle, hou he \>\-as ~uht, 

I am somdcl therof destrauht; 
F'or iL ia noghl to tbt matic.:re 
or love, why we sitten hiere 
To schl'}'le, so 2S Venus bad. 
Bot natheltt, for it is glAd, 
So as thou sei•t, for tbin >prise 
'l'o hiert of •uche thing<> Wi5C, 

Wheror thou myht the time line, 

( 1"11"1" 'E.br;CA nO.)! •• r 
ALUAXD£ .. ) 

QuiA ouu:..it doc· 
lnD& bona hiiiJDI.OO 
n"Jim.ini Nlu~ ~· 
ten, in hoC' llq)l•mO 
li1•ro ad iDSSII.nnam 
Amo.nii1 lanpldi ln .. 
Hln(llt C~ius flliun 
ex qua Philoaoplll ct 
A•tn>loci phllooophl< 
dOC'lrinam Rt"&tm 
A~undrum -~<"' 
tvnt, ~dw:D ah. 

So 3!J 1 c2n, I sell>! the wlssc: 
For wisdom {s ot evCI')' throwc 
Abo,·e olle oth<r thing to knowc 
ln lo'es cause and cllt:$wh<re. 

10 quid dttlan:rc:. 0. 
uid!t enlm phiJo.o. 
phi:Jm in trcs pu1c11. 
quarum prima 111t>f). 
rlca1 IICQindt Rctho~ 
ri<:•t tt:rcl& Pn~~;.tle. 
nunc:upau tt.t, dt' 

p ill S~r: qua.rum condido.n'bu"~ 
· • ~ •u.baeqttcfttu sx-:r •n· 

Forthi, my Sone, unto lb.in Ere, 
Though it be noght in the rcgi5tre 
Or Venus, yit or that C.listre 
And Aristotle wbylom write 
To Alis.andrc, thou scbalt wite. 

llol r .. the lores hen dil'Cf1C, 

'3 )1 time Ad.DTo., K ()oe: tym~ 1aSic C) •s drowt>~ 
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